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| To the Reader. 


Lthough T7m7e and Death, from 
our Cradles to'our Graves, pur- 
' ſue us ſwiftly , and, according to the 
\ Almighties Ordinance, overtake and 
| ſeize upon our frail andearthly parts, 
''upon ſome ſooner, upon others later : 
| yet Excellent As, like (trong Eagles, 
{ break from their ſeizure. and ſoar 
| above them in ſo ſublime a pitch, as 
neither Time,with all his Power and 
ruſty Powder, with whici he blots 
and rubs out Braſs and Marble, can 
| quite\obſcure or extinguiſh them,nei- 
| ther Death cloſe in his dark-gaping 
| Mouth (the Grave) their Nobleneſs. 
| Witneſs this (mall, yet ancient Hiſto- 
| ry, which this laſt Summer TI made 
part of my Exerciſe, to put into an 
1 Ezgl;fþ Habit, | 
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1 he Fpiſtle. 


That the Story 41s ancient, I may 
well ſay; for it 1s 1900 years fince 
Ariftens Writ it to his Brother Phzlo- 
crates; which Ariſteus, St. Hierom, in 
his Epiſtle to the Pentateuk, of the 
Bible ſays,was* Hyperaſpiſtes to 
—— Ptolomeus Philadelphus, King 
| hag of Poypt, Syria, Phenicia, and 
Cilicia, and ſon of Ptolomens Lagus, 
one of the great Captains of Alexar- 
der Magnns, that divided his Con- 
queſts (the World) amongſt them.” 
This Ptolomens Philadelphus was 
moſt accompliſh'd young Gentleman, 
wertrnnſly diſpoſed and {o great 


vr wroacy —_— a. © 


tover of Learning, as he had accumu- 
tated: into his Library according to 
-—_ ;0ome Authors, 180000 
eaiftory, V Alumes, Printing bein 
not then riſen in our He- 
miſphere, was by the ſaid Ariſteus, 
moſt Noble Perſon, and a grea 
friend of (the then captive Jews ) (as 
an Inſtrumentof God ) for the Liber4 
ty and Freedom of them, ( then hi 
People.) practiſed with Demetriz 
Phalerins 


. 


The Epiſtle. 

may | Phalerins, to tell the King, that -hjs 
=— ſo abundant Library was but Poor, 
hilo-1 becauſe it wanted the Book of Books, 
», in| the ſacred Volume of God, which we- 
" theſ call the Holy Bible : The King, ver-- 
eto! tuouſly covetous thereof, demanded 
King] bow he ſhould beſt acquire it ? Arz- 
and | ſtexs, waiting this defired Occaſion, 
zous,) proportioned his advice, that he 
xaz-| ſhould firſt ſet all the Captived Jews, 
Zon-| Not only.cn Egypt, but alfo-in Syrze, 
2m. | &c.atfreeLiberty ::and ſend Ambaſ- 
vasa) ſadors and Preſents to Eleazer their 
van, High Prieſt and Pontifft. The King 
rat a] Willingly conſents thereto, as to the 
my-! Muſick of his deſires, .and prepares 
5 mo(t-rich Preſents, as a Table of Maf- 


$70] £= Gold, :embelliſh'd with, precious 
-ino) Stones, Cups of Gold and Silver like- 
He-| Wiſe adorned, ſets at freedom the 
s, al Captived by publick EdiQ, and ſends 
wb. as Ambaſſadours Ariſteus,and Andrea, 
) (ag Princeand great Caprainof theGuard 
ber of his Perſon, with theſe Gifts, and 
: divers Talents of Gold and Silver. 


, A4 They 


FIX 


rink 


The Epiſtle. 


They go, deliver his Letters of 
Requeſt and Commends, have graci- 
ous entertainment,return with the 72 
Interpreters Jews Letters, and alſo 
Eleazars Prelents tothe King, and in 
eſpecial, with the Sacred Volumeand 
Word of God. | 

The good King adores the Books, 
feaſts the Bringers, who after fall to 
the Buſineſs, and Tranſlated it out 
of the Hebrew into the Greek, the 
common learned Language of thoſe 
Times, made famous by the Sword 
of Alexander. And this in brief is the 
effe& of this Venerable Hiſtory,winch 
4s by me thus made yours. 


And though I ſeem to Anticipate | 


thus to you, yet it1s as nothing ; for 
in it ſelf,as you may further ſee, 1t is 
Elaborately and Eloquently Writ- 
ten by the ſaid Ariſteus; and let no 
man wonder too much thereat, as 
thinking our Times excell theirs in 
Etoquence: No 3 For whoever ex- 
ceeded Demoſtenes the Greek, or Ci- 
cer the Latin,therein? 


Laſtly, 


—— 
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The Epiſtle: 
Laſtly, to ſpeak the Praiſe of Hz- 


 Bory, Libri ſunt vaſa memorie, and: 


worthy Hiſtorical Books have 1n 
them a kind of Divine Permanency; 


7 and as Eminent Perſons ſhould affect. 
{ Noble Actions , ſo ought they to 


cheriſh the Regiſters,as their Honous 


3 ICTS., 


For, hath'not Plitarch made thoſe - 
Gyant Heroes, as Theſeus, Romulus, 


1 Alexander, Julius Ceſar, and the reſt, 


yetlive? and himſelf, more praisfully, 


| longer then them all? So asanigno- 
| rant ſ\waggering Fellow threatned 
| his Adverſary to kill him if he had . 


as many- lives as Plutarch. Did not 


| Alexander - figh for another Ho- 


\; 
4 
\ 


| mer ? 


; --Eaftly, (If have in honcur of the 


Hiſtory) like one ho!ding a lighted 
Taper to the clear Noc:'-(hining Sun, 
made an Appendix, (hewti1g the Ar 
tiquity and {Dignity vt the Books, by 
the ſaid Y-/1agint Tranſlated , and 


| the Excelle,-:y of their inſpired Wri- 


A's ter? 
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The rifle 


ter, Mofes 3 and have therein been 
too prolixious, pardon me, becauſe of | 
the Profundity and Worthineſs of | 
the matter: So I referr _ to that, 


and the reft ; 


and fo reſt | 
Yours,. ; 
John Dove: 


en 
of 
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226: 
ws | The Requeſt of Dernetrins Phalerins 


ne 


of | 


E 


| 
| 
mw 


| 
| 
v 


| and imployed. p. (1) 
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The Elenchus, or Con- 
tents of the following 
Book. | 


HaraFers of the Perſons thet 
were herein Aidars, imploying 


Ariſteus to hts Brother Phifocrates. 
P. x, 

The Diſcourſe that Ariſteus held with 
King Ptolomy, for the /cliverance 
of the Jews. P. IO. 


to King Ptalomy.” ©. Þ, 30. 

Tenour of the Letter of- King P:olo- 

my... to Eleazar High-Prieſt of \c- 

Tuſalem. p, 22, 

Eleazar, Hjgh-Prieft, to King Ptolo- 
my, our moſt Iluftrions Friend. 

[22 ” "UUW 97. 


Tl 


T he 


The Contents. 


Zde-Names. of thoſe -which were cho» 
_ ſen of all the Lines and Tribes of 
the Jews to go into Egypt for the 
Tranſlation of the Law of Moſes. 


P. 30. | 
Of the Preſents ſent to Eleazar, High- | 
' Prieſt o the Jews, by King Prolo- | 
meus Philadelphus. . : , Þ. 33+ {© 
Of the Veſſels, Cups, and Viols of Gold. 
P. 43+ | 
Of the City of Hieruſalem and Regi- | 
0x thereabouts.as it was 260. years | 
before the Birth of our Saviour. P49; 
Of the Prieſts. "F332; | 
f the: High-Prieſt Eleazar. . . Þ. 54. | 
Of the F wth) or Caſtle of Aieruſa- : 
lem, P- 56s 
Tet more of the, Town.. þ. 58. | 
Of the Region about Hieruſalem, and 
of the. Policy of the Countrey-people, 


or Peſants.. Pp. 60; 
What. manner of men the Tranſlators 
of the Law were. þ: 66, 


Of the Anſwers made by Eleazar wport 
certain points of the Law of Moles. 


P. 70. 
Return. 


The Contents. 


Return of the Ambaſſadors. into Alex> 
| andria with the Jewiſh Do@ors : 
”e | and how the King adored the Holy 
SS. | Law ſever times with Tears in his 
O | Eyes. p. 88. 
h- | Anſwers of the Jewiſh Do@ors to Que- 
O- | ſftions propounded by King Ptolo- 
3- | meus Philadelphus. from p. 96. 


d. | to 1 5 4. . 
3+ | The means uſed by the 72 DodGors in 
"| their interpreting the Law. Þ. 159. 


75 | A Diſcourſe i» way of Apology cor 
Y. | cerning the truth of this Story : Al- 
3- | fo divers Opinions of both Ancient 
4= | and Modern Authorities and Fa- 


as thers, concerning the manner of the 
6. T[ranſlation. Þ- I70. 
8. | Laſty, an Appendix in Honour of 
a this Ancient and: Famons Hiſtory, 
e, diſcourſing the Antiquity and Dig- 
O; nity of the. Books, and the excellen- 
T's cy of their inſpired Writer Moſes. 

© P- 175. 


Certain 


a) 
Certain Precognita, or Cha- 
raters of the chef Per- 


ſons mentioned in the en- 
ſuing Hiſtory. 
1. Of Ptolomeus Philadelphus. 


T YTolomeus, fecond of that Name, _ 
Surnamed Philadelphus, King of 

tg ypt, of Phenicia, and of Cyprer, 
—— of _ firſt Ptolomens, Son of 
| * Lagns,began his Reign , 

| m the ” year before Cs hs 
/ the Incarnation of our Great Alexan- 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. £7: the Ws 

This Ptolowens Phila- 


| | delphus was endodrined in the Sci- 


ence of good Letters, by Sirabo the 
Peripatetick + in which he became ſo: 
excellent, that he was eſteemed one 
of the moſt accompliſh'd Princes of 
his Time : but that which was in him: , 
| the moſt admirable, was, the Bounty, 
Debonarity, Sweetneſs, and Gentle- 
neſs of his Spirit, accommodated with 

| the 


(2) The Hiſtory 

the Manners and Complexions of all 
worthy and deſerving Perſons. 

- By this. means he entred fo far, 
and before, in the Grace of all the 
World, that every one Jn his thought 
wiſh'd he were King : And his Fa- 
ther, knowing his rig t of Succeſſion 
was to be ſo, and rejoycing in his 
hopes of him, made him to be crown- 
ed King, and deveſted himſelf of all 
Authority, without reſerving any 
Power, Right, or Preheminence to 
himſelf, only a Superintendency: over 
the Guard of the King his Son, glo- 
rifying to be Father of ſuch a King; 
For the admiration: he had -of his 
high Vertues, kindled and gave oc- 
bs 10n between. them both, of a moſt 
kind contention in. matual Offices, 
the Son yielding to the Father, and 
the Father tothe Son, in all, and by 
-all, through inſtin& of Devotion 
and Piety,ſo they-gave lively ronch- 
es one tothe. other 1n all 'reduce- 
able fitting Offices, which was cauſe 


that the People conceived a great 
Fide- 


ta every onein Regard of Salvation. 


of the Septuagint. (3) 
Fidelity and Amity towards them, 
ſo as it ſeemed, even the Divine 
Providence prepared this Noble Spi- 


| rit to introduce that great good 
/ amongſt Humanes, as to make them 
+ participants of the Laws, and Divine 
{ Hluminations wherewith God had 
| favoured the People of the Jews 
| above all the Navions of the World. : 


And it ſeemeth, that even ' then his 


' Almightineſs made a preparative for 


the Vocation of the Ethnicks and 


; Gentiles by Communication ſo of 
/ his holy Law 5 whereof Ptolomy was 
' the ordained Miniſter, to_ call the 


Seventy Interpreters into , , 


 {Egypt, totranſlate intothe tingnow in 


Greek Language, whichthen Chriſten- 
was the moſt uſed and 


| vulgar through the wholeUniverſe. 
\ So as I am amazed at ſome fanatical 
| Spirits, that hinder us from the 
| Knowledge of God,in not giving bis 


Word io the Language of the Peo- 
ple whereſoever, as is appertaining 


I 


(4) \ The Hiſtory 

I would-ask thoſe men, what Lan- 
guage ſpake thoſe Dames of Rove, 
Paula, Enſtochina, Melania, Suſanna, 
Fabiola, Demetria, Furia, Flavia, 
Bl://1z, and others? For the inſtitu- 
tion of whom, Saint Hierom tranſla- 
ted many Books of Holy —_— 
out of {trange Tongues into Lat, 
which was the natural Language of 
the ſaid Ladies. I would allo: know, 
who was more Wile, :or ' better 1n- 
TIpired then St. Hierom? Further, it 
ſeems they either are, or would feem 
to be ignorant of the Inſtitution of 
the Emperour J»ſtinian, who -or- 
dained,' that thoſe who (ung m-the 
Temples , that they ſhonld fling 
high, and ſo intelligible, that all-the 
People might underſtand them. 
* 'Butto return to Ptolowy; He un- 
dertook to ere@ aLibrary in the Ca- 
pital 'City of his Realm, Mexanadris, 
the Charge whereof he gave to De- 
wetrinus Phalerius, a Prince, :'and an 
Athenian Philoſopher, who erected 


it ſo ſumptuouſly , that there was 
| not 


Philemon. 
| 


(5) 
and 


of the Septuagint. 
not the like in all the World: 


tt laſted until the firſt War of the 


1 Romans againſt the Alexandrians ? 


! This King had to Wife Arſimoe, to 
| whom he cauſed a Statue to be ra1- 


1 ſed,in height four Cubits, of ge en- 


| -tire Stone, call'd a Topaz, the which 
| had been given to Bernice the Mo- 
ther of P 5. wap oy a Prince named 


2. Of Ariſteus, the Author of this . 
Hiſtory. - 


[A275 TEUS, the nearKinſ: 
Man and Eriend of Ring Pta- 
| Sens Philidelphns, is. ,, he 
| !mamed 'by * St. Hierom Fab aat bf 
5 ' Prolomei Hyperaſpiſtes,the Moſt, 
| Shield of the King, or be that de- 
fends the King with his Shield, or 


: Bearer of the Shield Royal, which: 


| ſeems to me, that he held ſome ſich. 
' place about the Kiog his Maſter, as 


| we call at this Day _ Great Eſ- 


uire of the Kings Body, he was the 


*rincipal Sollicitor for the — 
® 


(6) | The Hiſtory 
of the Jews, that then were held 
Slaves throughout all the Domini- 
ons of Ptolomy:; for he made the firſt 
requeſt for them, and obtained 1t. 
And for this cauſe he was fent 
Amballadour with Azdrea, Prince 
of the Guards belonging to the 
King, unto Hieruſalem, to deal 
with the High-Prieſt . Eleazay 3 
who ſent to the King Ptolowews 
iz Doors of every Tribe to go on 
with the Tranſlation and Verſion of 
the Holy Books of Moſes. | 
He writ diligently his Voyage, 
where he ſhews openly, how and 
by what courlſe- thoſe ſeventy. two 
Interpreters behaved themſelves-in 


_ the ſaid Books, 
t 7uftin. dialog, cum Tryphone. 
Team) Lib.'3. Cap. a5: ce "_ . have 
men, Alexanger. lib.1. ftro. Epi- n f- 
Phanius de menſ. &y ponditibus, _ + b = 
Euſeb, preparat, lib. 8, chap. 1. nion, tnat tney 
Fa, Heron, - ys _ Tranſlated all 
aicts in Chap. 5s. Exechielis, - Tug 
oF in cap. 2. Michie. Foſepht X he Bible ; but 
prefat. in Antiquit. & lib, 12. 1t 1s more like- 


vita Moſis, lia. 2. nf they Tranſla- 
ted 


— ys > 5, 
— as - — 
TT — — —— — ——_ - 
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of the Septuagint. (7) 
held | ted but the five Books, that is Geze- 
nint- | ſis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
firſt } Deuteronomy, which they call the 
d it. | Pertatenck, which is the Law of 
ſent | Moſes: for Ariſteus ſpeaks but of the 
rince | Law of Moſes, and it is not likely 
the | that they touched the Books Hiſto- 
deal |rical, nor the Prophets 3 for if it 
2y 3 ]had been ſo, Ariſteus would not 
Mews {have been filent thereof. 

O on | Moreover, that which -= Tran- 
n of ?ſlated, was finiſhed in the ſpace of 
= two dayes, which 1s about 


age, Itwo Months and a half, and that's a 
and :Time too ſmall, and therefore im- 
two ipoſhble to Tranſlate all the Old 
in | Teſtament. Nevertheleſs, I am not 
oks, ignorant, that there wasa turning of 
ave Jother Books of the Bible, that go by 
pi- \the name of the ſeventy two Inter- 
they {preters. But I am perſwaded that 
they were not then done in Egypr, 
unleſs that after they were returned 
ike- fo Hieruſalem, they Tranſlated the 

eſt of the Holy Books : although 
xfla- iboth in that and other Opinions, I 
ted | ſubmit 

1 


6&0 The Hiſtory 


" ſabmit me to the deliberation of the 
Church,from which I will notſtray. 
But however: this Tranſlation was 
manifeſtly Miraculous : which is ſuf- 
ficiently ſhewed, by that our Lord' 
Jeſs Chriſt and his Apoſtles;in Alle- 
gations of the Law, uſe the Verſi- 
on of theſeſeventy two Interpreters. 
I have ſpoken theſe few Words of 
Ariſtens,to the end the Reader ſhatl 
not think that this 1s that Ariftens 
Proconenſis, that could be inviſible 
when he liſted, making folks believe 
thathe could dye and rifeagatn when' 
he would, of whom ſpeaks Suidas, 
Herodotus, Pliny, and Piutarch'\ in the 
Life of Rommnles. | 


3. Of pon the High-Prieſtof 


he Jews: 


"\Leazar, - whom Arifteus makes 
mention, was brother of $7720 
ſarnamed the Juſt : He, after the de- 
ceaſe of his Brother $70, in the 
potmey Jer of the reign of Ptolomy' 
Loads firſt of that Name” 35. was: 
made 


—PFPIDTPOCCAu7 
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- of the Septuagint. (9) 

made chief of the Synagogue of the , 
Jews, by reaſon that Onzas, Son of 
Y7#0n:his Brother, was uncapable of 
ſucceeding in his Father's Place, ag 
being under age : This Eleazar there- 
fore received the Honour.that in his 
Time the- Holy Tranſlation of the 
Law was made by the ſeventy two 
Doctors, that he ſent to. Prolomens, 
ſecond of that Name, King of Egypt, 
as Ariſteus hath left by Writing, 


4. Of Demetrius Phaler1us. 


Emetrius Phalerius was an Athe-. 
/.nian_Orator and Philoſopher, 
as Cicero notes in the firſt Book of 
his Offices, calling him a fubril and' 
ſharp Diſputant, and in the reſt, an 
Orator little vehement. He had been. 
Diſciple of Theophraſtys; he was a 


| manoffuch Knowledge,and excellent; 


Carriage , that foreign Kings had. 
him in Admiration, and drew. him, 
to their Service, even Caſſander King: 
of Macedon. And for this Reputati-. 
on the Athenians gavehim: the Prin- 

, cipality 


(10) The Hiſtory, &*c. 
cipality of the City and Common- 
weal, in which he was Ten years in 
great Proſperity : But ſome of the 
Citizens, having conceived Malice 
againſt him, chaſed and threw him 
out of his Eſtate,and then he was ho- 
nourably received of King Ptolomy, 
of whom we ſpeak, where he was 
Maſter of the Library Royal; the 
Athenians having formerly raiſed to 
him 360 Statues of Marble, in def- 
Pigt caſt them to the Earth, and 
judged him to death as a Traytor 3 
of which Demetrius being adverti- 
ſed, ſaid, * The Athe- 

* At Virnvem mans have thrown down 
Bis. Tant: fo my Statues, but they can- 
vit. Demet. not over-turn my Vertue, 
04 8 OT for which they firſt eret- 
ed thoſe Statues. He was 

wont to ſay, that * Eloquence was as 
meceſſary in a Common-weal, as 4 
Sword in the Wars. He dyed by the 
biting of an Afﬀpick, and was bu-- 
ried in the Region of Byſina, near 


to Djoſpolis. 
| Ie NOW 


Sant UL. 


2 + adi 


T 


The Hiſtory of Ariſteus , 
Ambaſſ adour of King Ptolo- 
mzus Philadelphus, treating 
of bis Voyage unto Jeruſalem: 
and the firſt Tranſlation of the 


Holy Bible, by the Seventy two 
Elders. 


Writtex in Greek 1900 years ſince. 


—— 


Ariſteus to his Brother Philocrates. 
Ell knowing your Natural 

y \V and good inclination ( Phi» 
locrates ) to have always 

had in great eſteem the 
knowledge of all things, and that 
you have been deſirous, and even 
greedy to underſtand the occur- 
rences and paffages of good Exploits : 
I have deliberated to frame to you 
B 1A 
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> The Hiſtory 


In Writing, a matter not only excel- 
lent in it felf, - but well deſerving to 
be known ; which unto us 1s hapned, 
Excellence of being ſent of late to Elea- 
ts Hiſtory. 24r, H. Pricſt of the Fews. 
But becauſe theſe things ſhall be 
more caſic to you, I ſhall firſt de 
clare the Cauſes for which ' we 
were ſent; and then I ſhall come to 
the Progreſs of the Matter, 1o as I 
ihall ſhave my Diſcourſe to Your 
wr 0 ny and thar the moſt 
truly I poſſibly Can, as W ell for the 
dignity of the SubjeR, as to delight 3 
vour Mind, Cefirous of all goo] | 
Know ledges, aſſuring my felt that | 
man hath in him nothing more Cx- | 
_— and laudable, than inceflant- | 
y to deſire Learning, cither by means | 
K/ Hiſtories, or by the Objedts of 
tht "gs themlelves, or by the courſe 
and Experience of Affairs.For the; -Spt- | 
t of Man, though Rude and unfur- | 
niſhed?; iS orcatly adorned and embel- 
liſhed, when from the beginning it 
del; oliteth to Taſte and Reliſh thoſe 
moſt |} 


of the Septnagint. b: 
moſt nouriſhing, fair, worthy, and ex- 
cellent things that may conduct him 
by an infallible courſe, to follow 
Piety and right Reaſon. 

We theretore ſearching with great 
curioſity into the Knowledge ot Di- 
vine things,could not arrive at them ; 
as not underſtanding the Divine La 
without being interpreted and ren- 
dred into our familiar tongue, for 
which cauſe we undertook to go Am- 
baſladour to. one only Perſon, who 
amongſt his fellow Citizens and 0- 
thers, tor frankneſs and great worth 
was in the moſt eſteem; and who 
only did great Honour and Profit to 
the Citizens, he converlied- with, but 
alſo to all other Fews, of what other 
place, or whence ſ{oever. 

Being then well iniormed, that 
they had the Divine Law writ- 
ten in #Zebrew Characters, in skins 
of Parchment, we were joyful to 


_ accept this charge given us by the 


King ; as alſo for that the Colonies 
of the Captive Fews here deſired the 
B 2 {ame 
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fame above all things of the world, 


who had been hither led by the 


Kings Father, that had reduced 


into his Obedience the City of Feru- 


 falem, and all the Countrey ad- 


Jacent. 
But ſince we are faln to make 


"mention of that matter, 1t will not 
be impertinent to give you light 1n- 


to the whole Diſcourſe, that there- 


'by you may take your meaſures bet- 


ter, knowing well that it will be 
more advifable carefully to in- 


form you how to addreſs your ſelf to | 
the ſervice of God Reverently, than 


to travel in the ſearch of Humane 


Laws or Actions, be they never | 
ſo juſt. Which Inclination you | 
have ſufficiently manifeſted, ſince 


from an Iſle ſo far remote, you are 
come to this Country to ſee thoſe 
things that may ſerve to the cul- 


tivating of your Mind, with- | 
out Regard to any place what- | 


ſoever. 


I have 
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T have therefore here reduced to 
Writing : Firſt, what hath ſeemed 
to me worthy of Memory, touch- 
ing the Nation of the Fews, as I 
have in ſome meaſure underſtood 
from the Learned and Wiſe Prieſts 
of Egypt - to the end that by this. 
means I might aid and encreaſe by 
ſome means Your knowledge : For : 
we ought to have in Remembrance - 
what good we have received from 
othes ; and particularly to ſhew all 
gratitude to thoſe who relate to us :-: 
J And principally You; . who have : 
knowledge of Vertue, deriving from: 
your Brother, not only Reſemblance, .. 
Proximity of Blood, and Lineage, but: 
| | thoſe thoſe Principles that excite you 
- | with the ſame impetuoſity of Cou- 
> | rage,to attain the Honour,Glory,and 
> | Beauty of Vertue ; aſſuring my ſelf 
- | that neither the admiration of Gold, 
- Jor Riches, nor the appearance of 
- Jany things more precious,conduce to 
Jany thing but vain-glory ; neither 
{wall they yield you any fuch fruit as - 
B.3, we 
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we may gather from Knowledge, 
Education, and conſideration of 
g00d Diſcipline. 

For the reſt, to the end it may 
not ſeem that we make ſhew of 
oftentation in being prolix in this 
Preface, we will return to our pur- 
poſe, from whence we have wan- 
dered, 


Demetrius Phalerius , Maſter of 


the Kings Library, after the beſt care | 


he could, giving order to purchaſe 
Books from all Parts of the World : 
And employing for that purpoſe, 
great numbers of Perſons, as Factors, 


diſperſed in many places, who had | 


in charge to buy and tranſcribe 


them ; they ſo doing, and that with 


Diligence, the deſign of the King 
was accompliſhed and executed, at 
leaſt in the beſt manner that was 
poſiible. 


For the King asking him, in | 


our. Preſence, how many thou- 


ſand 
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ſand Volumes he had colleted for 
his Library ; he anſwered, for 
the preſent he had no more than 
two hundred thouſand, and he 
hoped C're long to have to the num- 
ber of 500000. But Sir ( faid he ) 
I have underſtood that the Laws of 
the Fews deſerve to be Copied and 
Tranſlated, and to have place in 
your Library : And what hinders it, 
anſwered the King, that they be not? 
have you not all things to ſerve you 


zconventent for tiIfat purpoſe ? De- 
Smetrius Anſwered, that it was ne- 


eſlary that thoſe Laws ſhould te 
Tranflated -and Interpreted : be- 


| cauſe the Fews had in uſe a Chara- 
| Cter peculiar to their Language , 
far different from the Afgyptiars , 


adjuſting and accommedating their 
Letters to the Tone of the Voice, 
and - that they were much decet- 
ved, who held they ſpake the Sy- 


|riaz Tongue: for their manner of 


Speech was tar diſtant. To which 


I the King replied, that he would 


B 4 write 
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write to the, High Prieſt of the Fewss 
to the end that all might be obtained 
which was requiſite, to bring this 
matter to an. iſſue, as Demetrius re- 
quir ed. | 

Then it came to my mind, that 
a fair opportunity preſented for 
the freedom of all the. Fews which 
his Father Ptolomezus Lagus had led 
Captive from Judea into Egypt. For 
whoſe enlargement he had often en- 
treated Sofbius the Tarentine, and 
Andrea Captain oh the Guard to the | 
Kings Body. For theſe two Coms- |; 
manding m the Army, had reduced 
to obedience all- that were in Syria 
and Phenicia, filling all thoſe Regi- |} 
ons With: fear and terrour : and then: | 
were the Jews ſome of them led Pri= | 
oners, others diſpoſed in manner of 
Colonies, in- ſuch numbers, as there 
were brought into Zgypt to thenum- | 
ber of x025000. men, of whom were : 
choſen well near 30000. effective, : 


who were eſtabliſhed as the Guard of ] 


the Pr OVINCE, : | 
True. ? 
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True it is, before that time, many 
had been ſent with: the Perfransand 
other Companies that: were- com- 
manded againſt the-K.: of Ahropia 
under the leading of Pſammzt icke:but 
thoſe that were there, were not of ſo 
great number as thoſe which were led 
away only by-Ptolomeus Lagus. For 
(as we have ſaid) he train'd to Arms 
all thoſe whomAge or Ability ſhew'd 
to be proper, and all the reſt of the 
People, as well Children, as Old 


| men 'and Women, he -made uſe of 
3 for Colonies, determining with him- 


ſelf, that if at any time his men of 
War grew..inſolent } becauſe :none 


| could ſurpaſs them in courſe or ne- 


ceſſity of War, he: had. means to- 
check their preſumption; by ſuch as 


| might be drawn from theſe Colonies. 


Now.. then ſeeking an occaſion to 


I bring about the Liberty of theſe poor - 
1 men (as I have formerly faid ) and” 
| having . found my- opportunity, I: 
1 opened my deſire -to the King, pro» - 

| poſing after this manner, 
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The Propoſition of Ariſteus to Xing 
Ptolomeus Philadelphus, for the 
delivery of the Jews. : 


þ is nothing ſtrange, my Gra- 
cious Lord and Soveraign,ifmany 
times it happen, that thoſe very At- 
fairs which we manage, thwart and 


- run counter to our Proceedings : for 


all the Nations of the Fews have one 
and the ſame Law, which we deſire 
tobe ours, not only Copied, but alſo 


Tranſlated into the * Greek Tongue: | 
How then expect you- to ſucceed 


in this. Affair, when the greateſt 
part of them are here in your 
Kingdom kept Priſoners ? unleſs it 
may pleaſe Your Auguſt. and Ge- 
nerous Spirit to requeſt their Ho- 
ly Books, after you have reſtored 
to free Liberty thoſe who live here 
in great calamity and preflure, ha- 


ving before all things Regard to that 


God who makes your Kingdom 
flouriſh, and hath crowned You. with 
great 


1 
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great proſperity : which is the ſame 
Godthathath giventhemrhatSacred 


-Law which we deſire to have. For 


they worſhip that God who hath 
Made and Created all things, and is 
the very ſame, whoſe wonderlul 
Works all Mankind ſee and admire, 
though ſome not ſo clearly as others ; 
for ( Sir ) We and others Call him 
Jupiter, and not without reaſon , 
tor it hath ſo ſeemed good to our An- 
ceſtors, becauſe by him are Procre- 
ated and live all Creatures : the ſame 
alſo . they efteem the Directer and 
and Governour of the Univeric. 
And although he holds all Mortals 
in SubjeMion, nevertheleſs he ne:- 
ther fruſtrates nor diſappoints the 
Prayers and Vows of thoſe, who il- 
fuminated with Spiritual Light, im- 
plore his aid, 

We then ought humbly to deſire 
that he would incline our hearts to 
{uch good reſolutions, as to do good, 
and that freely to every one, and 
eſpecially to deliver and frce' thoſe 
that 
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that- indure Slavery and Bondage: 


for that ſince Mankind is the Work 


and: Creation-. of God; who hath. 
power-to turn the heart and bend. 


itwhich way-it pleaſeth him. We mas . 


ny times after different Methods.de- . 


fire it would pleaſe him to lead us to. 


a Perfection of Goodneſs, as the prin-. 


Ccipal Ruler of all Hearts and Spirits. . 


By this acknowledgment, Icon». 


ceive great hopes. to conſummate-- 


this: Aﬀair; principally, becauſe I 


know God tobe favourable to thoſe - 
that pray for things Reaſonable. and - 
Equitable, For when men ſet them-.. 
ſelves wholly to ſeek and accompliſh - 
what hath a-tendency to Juſtice and , 


Perfection of Goodneſs, God - the 


Lord of all things conducts and ad-.. 
dreſſeth their Actionsand Aﬀections }]. 


to bleſſed & happy Effects and Ends.. 


= of 


The King, then as ſomething gain- . 


ed, with a contented Countenance- 
{aid to Andrea, How: many are there - 


of the Jews detained Captive ? 
He. anſwered -in few. words, more 


than - 
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e: Ethan ro00000; It is a ſmall Requeſt. 
rk. [then faid the King, Arifteus requires . 
th. of us, Sofib:us and ſome others then- 
ad | there preſent anſwered, It-is a thing - 
A(Sir) worthy Your Grandeur and : 
. EGeneroſity, to make an agreeable - 
EPreſent to God by: their Delive--. 
| France, in-teſtification of your Thanks 
Ss. Fand Acknowledgement,and fince the- 
"n-.. [Governour. of Heaven: and Earth - 
ats-fihath raifed you to a-greater Height 
e I; {thanall-your Predeceſlors,it isbut juſt - 
oſe - {that you make thusa greater & more 
nd : folemn Expreſſion of your Thanks. 
2m--.4 The- King, then diſpoſed to Bans -. 
liſh :quetting and paſtimes1n a full Feaſt, 
nd ,pnd Afſembly of his:Nobles, com--. 
the fmanded that the-Fews ſhould be all” 
ad-..Jearch'd out, and that-every- man:of 
ons - them ſhould be: redeemed for the 
ds.. fumm- of 20 Drachms _ : 
by pole, and to confirm A Prachmais. 


; 3 ſhillings. fix- - 
nce- the ſame, that his E- pence, thas i 


is. 
here Flicts ſhould be iſſued, 3 Found r& 
'e 2 Þnd that herein all the 1; "_ vs 
ore Hifpatch and readineſs 
than! ſhould: 


: 
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ſhould be expreſſed that was poſſi 
ble. And ſoit ſeemed that God ac- 
. compliſhed and brought to paſs our 
deſires, for he pleaſed to put it into 
the heart of the King to ſet at Liber- 
ty, not only thoſe that by the Ar- 
my of the King his Father were led 
Captive into Agypt, but alſo all 
others that before or ſince, had been 
carried Priſoners into egypt, by 
what means ſoever : the 


The Talent is 
COEEE ſumm then of thoſe that 


Crovyns. . Were freed, amounted 
to 400 Talents. 
Moreover, I hold it not beſide my 
purpoſe to ſend you the Copy and 
Tenour of the Edit, whereby you 
may underſtand the greatneſs of the | 
Attempt,and the Fookngh and graci- 
ous Inclinations of the King, who | 
hath been moved by the Goodneſs of 
God for the Salvation of Many. 


The | 
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The Edi of King Ptolomeus Phila- 
delphus, for the delivery of the 
Jews. 
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E Will and Command 91! 

thoſe that took up Arms 

under our deceaſed Father , through 
the Countrey of Syria, and Phenicta, 
entring the Land of Fudea, and 
there taking the Fews and leading 
them Priſoners, having impoſed 
them their Tasks and Employments 
in Town and Country, that they 
ſhall deliver and reſtore them to 
full Liberty : Moreover, we Will that 
all the Fews that either before or 
ſince have been taken and led away, 
in what taſhion or manner ſoever, 
ſhall be delivered frank and free, 
for the ranſome we have ſet, that 
is to ſay, twenty drachms for 
; every head; which fumm, the 

* men of War ſhall receive from the 

- 4 Fond of the Staple and Stores of 
1 Vicuals; and the reſt ſhall be m_ 
Ve 
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ſhould be expreſſed that was poſli- 
ble. And ſoit ſeemed that God ac- 


. compliſhed and brought to paſs our 


deſires, for he pleaſed to put it into 
the heart of the King to ſet at Liber- 
ty, not only thoſe that by the Ar- 
my of the King his Father were led 
Captive into Agypt, but alto all 
others that before or ſince, had been 
carried Priſoners into Agypt, by 
what means ſoever : the 

= hy ſumm then of thoſe that 
Crovyns. . Were freed, amounted 

to 400 Talents. 

Moreover, I hold it not beſide my 
purpoſe to ſend you the Copy and 
Tenour of the Edit, whereby you 
may underſtand the greatneſs of the 
Attempt,and the a gr and graci- 
ous Inclinations of the King, - who 
hath been moved by the Goodneſs of 


God for the Salvation of Many, 


The | 
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The Edit of King Ptolomeus Phila- 
delphus, for the delivery of the 


Jews. 


E Will and Command 91! 

thoſe that took up Arms 
under our deceaſed Father , through 
the Countrey of Syria, and Phenicta, 
entring the Land of Fudea, and 
there taking the Jews and leading 
them Priſoners, having impoſed 
them their Tasks and Employments 
in Town and Country, that they 
ſhall deliver and reſtore them to 
full Liberty : Moreover, we Will that 
all the Jews that either before or 
ſince have been taken and led away, 
in what taſhion or manner ſoever, 
ſhall be delivered frank and free, 
for the ranſome we have ſet, that 
is to ſay, twenty drachms for. 


_ every head; which fumm, the 
| men of War ſhall receive from the 

| Fond of the Staple and Stores of 
1 Vicuals; and the reſt ſhall be recei- 


ved 


— 
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ved from the Allowance of the Kings 
Table, or be-Reſferved : For we are- 
duely informed-that thoſe Fews were- 
appointed and led away Priſoners - 
againſt 'the Will of - our deceaſed 
Father, and againſt right -Reaſon: . 
And that by the boldneſs and info- 
lence of the Men of War, they were 
carried - into Agypt, and their. 


Countrey waſted and laid deſolate; | 


when it was ſufficient to have the- 
men- of War of- the ſaid Countrey 
under their power, and all. the .Pros- 
vince reduced ta obedience. 
Intending then to do and render - 
Right to every one Univerſally, and 
eſpecially to thoſe who receive injury 
from the - unjuſt Power of others. - 
Moreover, to ſearch diligently and - 
particularly into all things that cone - 
cern Right and Equity, and to prefer - 
Piety and Religion before all things. 


Our Will and Pleaſure is, that all 


Jews whatſoever, being bond ahd . | 


Slaves within thisRealm,in what part - 


ſoever they be found, be. it in the - | 
Colonies. .; 
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Colonies or elſewhere, or be it in 
whatſoever manner they were 
brought into our Kingdom, ſhall be 


-EDelivered, Enfranchiſed, and ſet at 


Liberty ; for we are pleaſed it ſhall 


: be ſo Done. 


And to the end that no Perſon 
ſhall be intereſſed, or reccive dam- 


mage, we Command that three days 
after the Publication of this preſent 
""REdict, every one whom it doth con- 


cern, ſhall bring before us their Re- 


Equeſts, containing the number of 


heads that every one hath ſet at Li- 


"& berty. For ſo it pleaſeth us to have it, 


for the profit of Us, and our Kingdom. 
Declaring further, that the Goods. 


- F of thoſe who are not obedient to this. 


our Edit, ſhall be forfeited and Con- 


- fiſcate : And we give liberty to who-. 


ſoever will, to accuſe and inform a» 


-- | gainſt their Contumacy or Contempt- 


> VIS YR ARS 


LES 


| of our Will and Pleaſure. 


This Edit being written, coms-. 


I pleated, and brought to the King, to- 
| know if his pleaſure were it ſhould: 
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be Publiſhed in this manner, or that 
he would Correct,and ſo Approve it. 
When he perceived that theſe words, 
Viz. And thoſe that before and fince 
had been led priſoners, were wanting, 
he inſerted them out of his Goodneſs 
and Bounty. He then made the 
of money preſently to be doubled to 
his Treaſurer and Officers of his 
Finances. 

Which Diſtribution was dif 
patched in the ſpace of ſeven days. 
And there was defrayed well near 
ſix hundred and ſixty thouſand Ta- 
lents ; for there were found a great 
number of Children with jtheir 
mothers, who were all ſet at Liber- 
ty, and for every head of theirs, was 
payed by the Kings Command , | 
twenty Drachms : Which was dif- 
charged by the King, to his great 
* Content and Satisfaction. | 

Aſter all was done, he com- 
manded Demetrins, by courſe of | 
eſtate, to deliver him the number of * 
the Hebrew Volumes. For with 
theſe 4 
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The Requst of Demetrius Phalerius 
to the King Ptolomeus Philadel- 
phus. 


Reat Sir, Since it hath pleaſed 
you to give me Command 

to ſearch in all places for all man» 
ner of Books, . to repleniſh and 
adorn your Library : I have thought 
it fit and neceſſary that we procure 
and get the Books of the Fewi/h Laws, 
and ſome others, that we - are yet 
wanting and-unfurniſh'd of, and be-- 
cauſe the faid Books of the Jews are 
Written-in-Z7ebrew Characters, pecus 
liar and beſt known to the Fews a-- 
lone, and therefore not yet fallen in-- 
to your Royal hands, nevertheleſs, 
that they may be gained and ranked: 
amongſt your other Volumes, part-. 
ly for the Wiſdom contained 
therein; partly for their Subli-- 
mity and Divine height of mat-. 
ter, of which Poets and Hiſto- - 
rians make often mention, as ve-- 


, 
. 
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ry profitable to inſtru to good 
manners , to form and addreſs 
the Republick into the faireſt ſhape 
of Government, by reaſon of the 
Dignity of men therein menti- 
oned , the Dignity of matters 
therein rreated; as* He- + Scripſit li- 
cateus Abderita plainly brumde fake: 
teſtifieth.- 1s, telte Suida 
Theſe things ſeriouſly conſidered, 
( Great King it would do well, 
may it pleaſe you to write to Feru- 
alem, and to the High Prieſt there, 
that he would ſend you Six men of 
every 7ribe or Line, and that they 


be ſuch as are of good Parts and 
- Quality, of venerable Age, beſt ac- 


quainted and Versd in their own 
Law, that being all able Tranſlators, 
they may with Judgment choicely 


- Eſelet and cull that courſe of Expreſ- 


ſion which may be ofa pieceand Har- 


- E monioufly agreeing amongſt them- 


ſelves. And this done ( great Sir”) 


- Fſhall hope you may accompluh a 
 Icourſe worthy of ſo excellent a De- 


ſen 
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ſign, and at laſt fuiting well with 
with your Deſire. 

The King having read thisReque 
ordered Letters thould be drawr 
and ſent to Eleazar the High Prei 
about this matter : In which wer 
ſignified to him the Deliverance 0 
the Fews from their Captivity 
With the Letter, he ordained allo ti 
be made ready. Cups, Vellels, an 
a Table of pure Gold, with fifty Ta 
lents of Gold, and ſeventy of Sil 
ver, for Oblations there to be offerec| 
with many preciousJewels and ſtone; 
of very great value: Command 
ing the Gold-{miths to finiſh the 
things with all ſpeed, and the mone) 
in Talents for the Oblations to LY 
raiſed forthwith. And becauſe yol 
ſhall at large underſtand the King 


 alacrity in this Afﬀair, I ſend yo 


here the Copy of the Letter th 


_ King Writ, whereoi the 'Tenour 1 


as tollpweth, 
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ing Ptolomeus Pluladelphus fo Elea» 
zer, High Prieſt of the Jews. 


—_— the great Multitude 
of Fews in habiting within our 
Territories, (of whom ſome have 
been led from Feryſalem in the 
times when the Perfans had the 
ower, and others followed our de- 


TaYceaſed molt honourable Lord and Fa- 
Silitner, being joyned with him, where- 


i many were reccived into his pay 
$2 ranked as his Souldiers, and Mt- 
Witary Men : the moſt faithful and 
ruſty of which were eſtabliſhed in 
the ſtrongeſt Forts for Garrifons, 
> b&Þy that mcans .to curb the inſo- 
yoenccs of the Egyptians. ) We fince 
ingfiocing come to the Crown , and ha- 
yoving ſingular Inclinations to exerciſe 
thi tberality and Munificence towards 
r m1! Perſons, and particularly to the 
"1tizens, have iniranchiſed and 

et at Liberty more than a hundred 
Kiifhouſand, ordaining that out of 
Our 
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our Money a juſt ranſome ſhould be 
payed to all thoſe that held them 
Priſoners, valuing every head at a 
certain rate, as defiring to go- 
vern with Reaſon, and to reſtore 
them to Peace and tranquillity , 
whom the Impetuoſity, Cruelty, 
and Diſorder of War hath diſturb'd 
and diverted from Right and Equity. 
In which we think to have done a 
good and pious att and a work grate- 
tul to the great God for all the great 
favours received of his hands, ma- 
king him this Offering, for ha- 
ving ſignalized above all the world 
this our Kingdom with a moſt flou- 
riſhing Peace, Tranquillity, and 
eminent Renown. 

And fuch others as have been 
Slaves and Bondmen in our Army, 
we have appointed Souldiers in our 
Militia, and thoſe that have been 
found more worthy for their Faith 


and Fidelity, we have made Com: | 


manders, and preferred them to 
our Court, 


Fur- | 
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Further, becauſe it is our defire 
they and all others of their Nation, 
ſpread atid fcattered throughout the 
Univerſe, may be thankful for our 
tavours : we have reſolved to 
cauſe your Law Written in Hebrew 
Letters, to be Tranſlated into 
the Greek Language ; and that our 
Royal Library be adorned there- 
with, as it is with other Books : 
you will do well then as a thing 
very agreeable to us, and anſwering 
our Deſign and Intention, if you 
cle out of every Tribe or Line of 
your Nation, ſix of the moſt Aged 
Perſons, and ſuch as ſhall be found 
of the beſt Breeding and Sufficience, 
and of greateſt Authority in the 
Service of the Law, and that have 
the beſt Style in Writing to make 
this Tranſlation : for fo will the 
Truth thereof be better and more 
eaſily gathered, if the Set of 
L Interpreters be men of mature 
Judgement, and well exerciſed in 
the Law : well weighing that to 

- is C effect 
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effſe&t well and worthily ſuch an 
ww gr and Tranſlation : it is 
necedful there ſhould be Pains, curi- 


ous Study and Refletion, which 
may be found in the endeavours of ? 
Many who are more ſharp, more ſub- ! 


ec 


| 4s - 


tile, and more diſcerning than One 1 


alone. 


Moreover, we judge that by the 


accompliſhing ſo great a work , 
there will redound to us great 
Honour and Glory. 


For this cauſe therefore we have ? - 
fent unto you, Andrea, Captain of © 


the Guard, and Ariſteus, men of 
Honourable place in our Court, 
who have Commiſiion on our part 
to preſent you with Jewels for your 
ſacrifices, and an Hundred Talents 
of $:]ver for other uſes. 

Herein you will give us great 
content and pleaſure, and expreſs a 
courteſie reſenting Amity, if you 
have need ofany thing, to require it 


for we will not fail to furniſh and * 
accommodate you therewith umme- | 
To ' 


cately. 
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To which Epiſtle Fleazar anſwer- 
ed as follows. 


1 Eleazar, the Fiigh Prieſt, to King 
| Ptolomeus Philadelphus, o:r me/? 
tluſtrious Friend. 


<7 = 


| TF you are well (Sir) and the 
Queen Ar/imee, and my Lady 
| your Siſter, and my Lords, your 
! Children,God be praiſed ; for health 
{ 152 thing to be defired, and acknow- 
| ledged as due unto him, who is G:- 
| ver thereof: As for us,we are in good 
proſperity, praiſed be the Giver. 

| We have received your Let- 
ters, which brought us great Con- 
rent, by reaſon of your Counſe], 
Enterpriſe, ahd Deſign; as alfo for 
the love and good will you bear us. 

1 Having received them, we made 
a great Aſſembly of the People, to 
whom 1n a long Diſcourſe, we have 
imade known your Liberality to- 
iwards our Nation, and expoſed to 
C2 View 
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view your Preſcnts and Oblations, 
to the end they ſhould underſtand 
your holy Afﬀection and Piety to- | 
wards our God. 

Shewing publickly the twenty 
Veſſels and Viols of Gold, the thirty 
of Silver, which you have ſent, the 
five cups of Gold, with the Table * 
of proportion, and the hundred Tas- | 
lents of Silver, to be employed for | 
the Victims and other uſes requiſite } 
to the Prieſts: Which Jewels were 1 © 
to us preſented by Andrea one of tl 
your Princes, and Arifeus : Perſons } Y' 
truly worthy of note, both for ex- | th 
ternal beauty, and excellency of Be- 1 W 
haviour and condition, as alſo rare | a! 
Knowledge ; briefly, Lords worthy | 
in all things of your Converſation } ©! 
and Juſtice, by whom we have been | P! 
fully informed of your will and in-! 
tention,agreeing with the Tenour of! CO 
your Letters. | && 

Wherefore we will wholly ſet our | *©! 
ſelves to endeavour to accompliſh } 3 
your deſire: For although it be a | 
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difficult thing to bring well to perfe&t 
effect, yet for the Tumes to come it 
will be an Argument of our great 
1 Confederation and Amity : For you 
| have obliged our Citizens with a 
|} great, and as it were, an in ineſti- 
I mable Beneficence. Whereupon we 
| have offered to God the Sacrtfice of 
| 1 Thankſgiving for you , your Siſter 
. | Children, and Friends; and the 
, | vhole multitude of people hath pray- 
, Jed to God for your Proſperity, and 
c1 that it will pleafe him to addreſs 
. ] your aftection in all your Acts; and 
. | that God the Ruler of all things, 
: will make your Realm to flouriſh, 
a | and increaſe ' in Peace and Glory: 
| And that the Tranſlation of the Sa- 
4 cred Law, may redound unto your 
1 | Profit and:Advantage. 
| After theſe Sacrifices were ac- 
{| compliſhed, all the People being to- 
' gether ; we choſe Perſons of bet- 
'ter Rank, and men of Honour 
and of good Lite and Report, be- 
{1ng Six -of every Tribe or Line , 
C 3 which. 


_—— 
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which we have ſent to you, with 


the Holy Law, which was left us, | 
by the Inſpired Writer Moſes. Be it | 
your pleaſure (Sir ) to return them | 
us, after the Tranſlation of the | 


Books ſhall be compleated. 


Theſe are the Names of thoſe that were 
choſen from all the Lines and Tribes 
of the Jews to go to Agypt, to 
make the firſt Tranſlation of the Ho- 
ly Bible, or Law of Moſes. 


Of the firſt 7r2be. 

Ofephus, Ezechias, Zacharias, 
J Foannes, Ezechias, Heliſeus. 

Of the ſecond. 
Tudas, Simon, Somoelus. 
Adeus, Mathias, Eſchemias, 

Of the third. 
Nehemias, Joſephus, Theodofius, 
Baſeas, Orntas, Dacts, 

Or the fourth. 
Tonathas, Auxeus, Heliſeus, 
tnnantas, Chebrias, Sacheus, 
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Of the fifth. 
Jaſacus, Facobus, Jeſus, 
Cabateus, Simon, Leuis. 
Of the ſixth. 

Fudas, Joſephus, Simon, 
Zacharias, Somelus, Selemias. 

Of the ſeventh. 
Sabbatens, Faſon, Jeſus, 
Theodotus, Foannes, Jonathas. 
The eighth. 


Theodofius, Jaſon, Feſus, 

Theodotus, Foannes, Jonathas. 
The ninth. 

Theophilus, Abrahamus, Arſamus, 

Faſon, Endemias, Danielus. 

The tenth. 
Flieremias, Eleazarus, Zacharias, 
Baneas, Helifus, Datheus. 

The eleventh. 
Samuel, Foſephus, Judas, 
Foathes, Chabel, Defitheus. 
The twelfth. 
Tſaelus, Foannes, Theodoſtus, 
Arſamenus, Abiethas, Ezecelas. 
Number of all 72. 
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Such was the Anſwer to the Let- 
ters of the King. 


"S 
| 
4 
: 
s 


NT T will declare to you 
the moſt ſuccinAMly I can poſ- 


ſible, the beauty and workmanſhip} 
of the things we found in Jeruſalem, || * 


being with Eleazar ; and thoſe alſo? 
which were ſent to him : for? 
all was wrought with ſingular: Art, 
and of - moſt exquiſite beauty ; the 
King being therein ſo careful and 
intent to periorm abundantiy- ail 
that was neceſſary for finiſhing ſo 
extraordinary Work , that of his} 
own -proper motion he went and! 
came, viſiting every - one of the! 
Maſter-workmen and Goldſmiths | 
whom he kept fo cloſe to their | 
buſineſs, that he permitted | 
no idle time for Sport or Debauches. | 


» -X" 
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Of the Preſents ſent unto Eleazer , 
i Chief Prieſt of the Jews, by King 
! Ptolomeus Philadelphus. 


{- And firſt of the Table of Gold. 


| T behoveth then, that ' firſt we 

of | deſcribe the Table, for it was x 

Yr] work of admirable luſtre. The 

t,, King deſiring to ſhew therein a Ma- 

1e | ſter-piece of Work : wheretfore he: 

di demanded the meaſure and dimen-- 

119 fion of the Table which was-in the 

o} Temple of Feryſalem, and the - orna-- 

15] ments of the ſame. When he knew 

dj} the meaſure, he asked if they would 

e } receive a greater. And being an- 

\ 1 ſwered by ſome of the Prieſts and: 

ir | others; if there where no let, a: 

n | greater might have place there. 

s. 4 The King then replyed, that he 
| intended to give one five times big- 
| ger than that was there, provided. 

)f ! that might not be inconvenient for | 
; the Prieſts, by its diſproportionable- 
; S quan. - 
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quantity. Further, conſideration 
aught not only to- be had of the | 
Receit and Capacity of the Place,but | 
alſo of its Accommodation to the-Sa- | 
crifices thereon to be prepared, and ' 
that. he. was-not -without confidera- 
tion, that the Fews had not made | 
that -which they then had” in their * 
Temple of ſo ſmall ſize for penury 
and want of Gold : for_when tt was | 
made, . they abounded in all -Wealth 
and Riches :. but. that it ſeemed to |: 
him they had ſo proportioned it from ' 
ſome reaſpn-of a perfe&t Dimenſion: ' 
Therefore his Opin:on was, - that | 
the Preſent would not- be well-and 
duly formed, if the Table he intends | 
ed to make, were Longer or Higher ' 
than the Other. Therefore foreca» 
ſting in his Thoughts, which- were | 
clear and ready to weigh everything | 
with good judgement: +. he gave 1t ® 
in charge to the Goldſmiths that | 
were moſt ingenious, and of beſt ca» |, 
pacity, to finiſh and accompliſh the | 
Buſineſs,engraven and: adorned with | 
all 
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all poſſible Variety : commanding 
# that thoſe who wrought in the Bor- 
3 ders, Raiſings ; Floweries, Wrap- 
3 pings, Entortilations, and ſuch like; 
7 thould amuſe themſelves only for 
a- } Beautifying and Decoration : and 
le | what was to be plain, ſhould anfwer 

| 

' 


to the Meaſure and Dimenſion, and 
| thatin all theſe things they ſhould 
as | beexquiſitely Careful, 
h: This Table was two Cubits large, 
0 | and a Cubitand a haltin height, nor 
n } are you to think it was-covered with 
1; | Platesof Gold ſuperficially,tor it was 
t | made all of ſolid, maſſe, pure, and 
J | . fine Gold ; round about it was a 
- | Crown of twelve: fingers Jarge , 
r) wrapped with Barrs of Gold: and 
- | other pretty Works in fair paſlages, 
> * -1n-manner. of little threds, and en- 
{ terlaced with little cords retiring to 
the Canetils, a work very ſhining, 
and poliſhed of the three 1ides, for 
the Table was made.n a "Triangular 
form, -and on every ſide wrought ot 


the . ſame faſhion : fo that on what 
ſlide. 
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ſide ſoever one ſtood it appeared to 


be but one Frontiſpiece and one} 
Face. For if you came to: be-| 


. hold it on one ſide, the plain of 
the Table by the Crown with which 


it was bordered , diſcovered to your | 
eyes a moſt reſplendant Beauty very | 
admirable, and the outward work | 
with the Rays and Splendour of the | 
two Squares ſo dazled the eyes, 
that one could ſcarce behold it; for | 


the Table as we have ſaid, was Tri- 
angular, and ſhewed with one and 


the ſame Front and Superficies on: 


which fide ſoever you turned. 
It was alſo inchaſed with precious 


Stones faſtned by Golden Buttons ty- 
ed with Loops,and theſe: Stones were 


wrought ſo naturally within one a-- | 


nother, that they ſhewed a String 
and Wreathing of ſuch Subtilty, that 
to any ones thinking 1t was not poſ- 
fible to be imitated. And thoſe 
Stones were ſupported and ſtayed 
by Buckles and Claſps of Gold for 
more firmneſs, and the J _—_— 

On= 
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Connextures. of Squares made with 


fo great Art, knit and interwoven 


one within another,to keep ſure and 
joyn all the work, that in behol- 
ding them the Art was ſcarce diſcer-- 
nable. | 
Moreover, in the great Compaſs 
of the Crown that environed the 
Table by the aſpe&t above, there 
was a row of Stones in faſhion of lit- 
tle Ovals that were riveted,and lockt 
together,and filed with little wreaths 
of Gold which: raiſed the luſtre : 
and theſe Oval Stones were thick 
ſet the one with the other; and the 
whole Table was as it were encircled 


- with this thread of Ovals. A little 


above this Chain of wreathed Stones 


! the Maſter Goldſmiths had laboured 


2 Girdle of Flowers, and Cluſters of 
all. Fruits, interlaced and follow- 
ing together ſo well, that by their 
eminent riſings amongſt the Boſles 
of the encircling Crown, yow-might: 
ſee Grapes xr. together; Fars 
of Corn, Dates, Apples, Olives, 

Roſes 
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Roſes, and many ſuch like ; a- 
mongſt which many Precious ſtones 
ſetand wrought in Goldin their Co- 
lour and Form, in their true and na- 
tural Reſemblance;repreſenting thoſe 
Fruits with admirable Art. And with 
this - Adornment .the Corniſhes and 
Frontifpicce of the Table were enrich- 
ed all round ; and fo was this Work of 
Fruits correſponding with. the - Oval 
Stones aboveſaid. 


To all theſe Decorations are joined | 


other burniſhed Works, cut in Sculp- 
ture ; and in part with wreaths and 
Verges of Gold, beautifying all the 


Circuit of the Table : So that from 


the two parts which preſented them- 
ſelves to the ſight, with the Beauty 
of the Crown to the. place where 
ſtood the feet. :of: the Table, cne 
might ſeea like Beauty, and curiohi- 
ty of folding; ſtill full of luſtre 
which part ſoever of the Table were 
turned, 

They made - the Plate-- of - all 


the, Table folid and mallte,. of: the 
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thickneſs of four fingers : to the end 


| that they might more firmly and 
z fixtly bind in the feet and - treſlles 
! to ſupport it ſtrong]y. 


Theſe feet - were faſtned to the 
Crown” without - being perceived _. 
how, and were firmly joined with 
Buckles and Claſps : .in ſuch manner 
that the Table might be ſupported 


| and well fixt which way ſoever the 


| Table were turned, and yet ſtill ſh 


| hold) ſhowing in its. aſpect a Geo- 


| ning.to-the eye: In the Superficies - 


hereof was- repreſented in a fair 
work the Flond. of Meander, run- 
ning with its ctrcuits, returns, and 


' windings; 1n the Channel of which, 


one might ſee a Splendour of precious 
Stones, repreſenting its rowling 
waves, which Wreath was of Car- - 
buncles, Emerakls, Agats, and all 
other forts of Precious Stones, ſparks - 
Img with their native Luſtre. 

Near to this Floud there was an 
interlaced Work as.. a Wreath of 
Hair, ( athing admirable to be- 


metrick ]. 
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metrick Figure, made of Criſtal and 
Amber, and this Figure was a So- 


Iid Square, whereof all the Squares} 


were equal, and the Angles of the 


four ſides oblique. In this poliſhed 
Figure was: ſhewed the forms of! 
the Beholders, as 1n a fair Mirrour. | 
For the reſt , the Ingenious hand | 
of the Maſter workmen had made | 


the feet of the Table like Flower- | 
de-luces, of which the Flowers tur- | 
ning ſhell-like backwards, ſuſtained " 


the Table; the faid Flower-de-luces 
thick with leaves, ſprouting up as 
from within : the foot was fuſtain- 
ed and ſtayed in this manner. 

. , There wasa Stone of a Carbun- 
cle, of which the length was 
twelve fingers; having the form of 
a Rock made in a Precipice, and 
had about eight fingers in breadth : 
and upon this ſtone was born up all 
the burthen and weight of the Treſ- 
fle. Upon this riſes up a Lyre or 
Herbſtring, which twining about 
the encloture.of a. Vine, =_ 


_- 
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even to the top, the Grapes hang- 
ing about on every ſide ; In this Ta- 


| ble were four feet alike in difpoſiti- 
q on and proportion of workmanſhip, 
7 and of all four was one felf-tame per- 
7 ſpective : and fo well were theſe 
1 things accompliſhed and pertected, 
! with admirable SkillandContrivance, 
! of men Inventive and Ingenious ; 
' that not only the aſpe& of things 
| true was made as it were falſe and 
| delufory to the eyes, but alſo one 
| might hear the leaves rattle by ftir- 
| ring of a little wind moving them 


one againſt another: ſo were all 
things laboured even as it were to 
the Life and Nature, every thing 
ſhaping a lively Image of what it 
was deſigned to repreſent. 
Moreover, the Treſſles of the Table 
were contrived moveable, and to 
be removed on all ſides; where- 
in there was a Secret of Workman- 
ſhip which could not be ſeen or 
perceived for the Greatneſs of the 


Work: and by the means of certain 


Claſps, 
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Claſps, all was to be removed toge* 
ther although no one could perceive of 
either Crevis, Joint, or Rivet :} 
For the Table was no more than a | 
Cubitand a half big in all, yet there- ' 
upon, was great Expence beſtowed, 1 
and many Talents employed. TV 
For after the King had reſolved || ®! 
not to exceed the Meaſure and | ©* 
Size of that which was in Feruſalem, | tl 
all that he determined to lay out | 


upon one much greater, was em- |; 
ployed, and much more, inthe De- | * 
coration of this : Thus all was done | * 
with great Skill and Defign, and þ 


was very admirable and extraordi- 
nary, according to the Kings wiſh 
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2 

e þ Of the Veſſels, Cups, and Viols of Gold. 
0 | He two Cups from the foot to 
Þ» | the middle, were cut all in 


, Ja ſcaly work ; and betwixt every 
1 two Scales, riveted with Precious 
1 | Stones, the radiant ſhine whereof, 
1 || caſt ſuch a refletion to the Eyes, 
. || that it wounded the fight with a 
r Glory. The Tower of theſe Cups 
, || was girt with a Sculpture of the 
. | Flood of Meander, of the height of 
_ 7 a Cubit ; all incompaſſed and inter- 
| |! Jaced with variety of Stones, of in- 
_ | eſtimable beauty and value. Near 
the Flood, there was a treſs of hairs 
* of Gold, with tufts joined together 
from the Bowl above to the bot- 
tom, being ſpread in clear ways like 

a net of Thred : In the middle parts 

| whereof were to be ſeen many Pre- 
| cious Stones, diſpoſed in the form 
7 and figure of a Scutchion, amongſt 
- which there was only a Space or 
| | Interval ot four fingers; whoſe _ 
| our 
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dour made the Grace of the Work|,z, 
more agreeable to. the Eye : upon. 
the lips and border of the CupsÞiq 
there was a Crown interlaced} , 
with Flower-de-Luces, bunches of}, 
Grapes , intermixt one with ano- {;, 
ther, and wreathed like Cordage, | 
and ſo running round: Theſe Caps 
thus wrought with moſt rich}; 
Workmanſhip, held more than. two | 
Mettrets. 

But the Tankards of Silver were | 
yet adorned and decorated with 
much more Beauty , in full work 
and poliſh : for within they were ſo 
reſplendant, that one might ſee all | 
things more to the life than in a | 
Mirropr. - And it 1s not poſſbble to | 
tell -how the figures -of / all' things | 
were repreſented to the life, by the | 
Poliſh and ſparkling brightneſs of- | 
them, which were ſo radiant and. | 
ſhining, that if you ſet one of the | 
Silver Cups by one of the Gold, 
then one of the'Silver, and ſo one 
of Gold; and fo followed: this - | 

tho 
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thod, 'they made an admirable ſhew, 
and impoſſible to be long lookt. on ; 
PSF for they caſt fuch a lightning from 
<d one ſide to another, with rays pe- 
of Inetrating one anothers luſtre, that 
0-\it even dazled and reverberated the 
| point of the Sight, fo that no-ſoul 
was long. able to behold them: For 
{if you turned your Eyes to a Cup 
' of Gold, they were 1o- encountred 
| with the order and fplendour of the 
1 works variety, and with the force of 

the light and flaming, - whichrwould 
K | fo ſtrike the point of the ſight, that 
© || you could hardly hold them from 
l ' twinkling, ſo as you would be 
t | forced to turn them elſewhere, or 
> | not too. ſteadily to behold their 
7 || lightning: And if you lookt upon 
c | one of Silver, a greater effuſion of 
| 


Light was ſhed abroad : So that your 
*" 1 eyes ſeized with dimneſs, you were 
- | not able to diſcern throughly the 
» |] the ſtructure and art. 
" | For the Veſſels and Viols of Gold, 
| | they were wrought with ſuch de- 
| | | ſign, 


46 The Hiſtory 


ſign, that the middles were adorn- 
ed with cluſters of Grapes, the 
Verges and Lips with bunches and}: 
encirclings of leaves of Myrrh and 
Olives, wreath'd together in faſhi- | 
on of a Crown, about all the mouth " 
parts, and all ſet with Precious | 
Stones, agreeing with the ſpaces | 
and convenience of the diſtances: So | 
as, I aſſure you, the Maſter-work- | 
men, had expreſſed their Art in im- | 
belliſhing and adorning every thing, 
with an ambitious deſire to grace | 


the Deſign, and to exalt the Magni- |]. 


ficence of the King : So that 1n all |; 
the Treaſures, nor in all the Cabt- } 


nets, nor what other thing ſoever, |, 


was not to -be found any thing ſo | 
rich, ſofair, or fo precious, as were | - 
theſe Royal Works. | 
For the King, who had a tender | 
regard of his Honour , there had | 
employed all care and diligence, and 

prodigally laviſhed his magnificence. | 
For of his own accord he came of- |: 
ten to viſit the Works, — 

an 
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and mingling his advice with the 
Maſter-Goldſmiths, making them 
Jlichange, now this, now that, accord- 
4 1ing to his Liking, 

1 Likewiſe he torbad them expreſly, 
+ Ito ſtir from their buſineſs,till all were 
q finiſhed and compleated according 
«« to his mind, fo that all was perteCt- 
ed with great Art in a moſt extraor- 
| dinary manner,as well for a teſtimo- 
_ ny of his illuſtrious Excellence and 
- | Degree, as alſo for the Dignity of 
2 {the High Prieſt, who was of ſo ho- 
{nourable a Character,for whom theſe 
4 || things were intended. 

Of great Value was the multitude 
| of Stones, of which ſome were ſo 
1 Rare, as that they are ſcarce known, 
1 yet being of marvellous Greatneſs, 
| they amounted to the Number of 
five thouſand : And yet for all that, 
| the Art was of greater value than 
; {the Stones: And all being valued 

together, it plainly appeared that 
| both Precious Stones and curious 


Workmanſhip exceeded five _ 
t 


| 
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the-Gold therein employed, both in 
Beauty and Value. In fine, I hope RO 
wit I have already Written, may || 
yield you ſome delight in knowing 
thele rare and curious things, and 
the true love and ingenious goodneſs 
of the King therein. | 

Now that which follows, will ſet ky 
forth the Diſcourſe of our Journey þþ 
to Eleazar : And becauſe you may p 
at large underſtand all Circum- 
ſtances, I will deſcribe to you firſt |, 
the Province, or City of Jeruſalem, Nt. 
and then the Country round it. 
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Of the City of Hierufalem, and the 


Country round it. 


Hen we arrived near to Hze- 
ruſalem, we diſeovercd the 
fl own.,ſcituate on the Mountain, in 
he mid(t of the Province of Jrdea, 
Opening thereby a farr extended Pro- 
pect to the View. On the top of 
he Hill 1s ſcituate the Temple, of 
2 moſt graceful Figure, and Aſpect, 

» nd very fair to the Eye : 

About the ſame is 2Girdleof three 
ire of Walls raiſed to the height of 
eventy Cubits, and of convenient: 
hickneſsin Proportion to the height, 

- Fyhichencompals all the Temple with 
n excellent Beauty and magnificent 
ork: The ſight of the Gates, the 
nitting and evenneſs of the Stones, 

he Frontiſpieces and Buttreſles, the 

Yf Frices of the Portals repreſent a beau- 
y with great luſtre and excellency 

f Workman ſhip, and one might 
lainly ſee, that inall this ſtructure 

D there 
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there was a rich abundance of all 
things, and that no expence had been 
wanting. 

Without the the Temple, there 
was a Veil by which the Temple 
was .cloſed ; round this Veil was 
hanged Travers trom the magnifi- 
cence of the Portals, yielding a ve- 
ry pleaſing SpeQtacle 3 and princi- 
pally then, when a little Wind roſe 
from the .Pavement, and entringhh 
within the Veil, ran from low to 
high, making undulations and bil- 
lows ike Waves, and moving de-ſ 
lIightfally with Gales following one 
another , reciprocally and fuccel- 
five blowing. 

Within the Temple there was an 
Altar accompamied with a Chimney 
/erv properly and convenient]y built, 
accomodate to the place for the V1- 
Ctumes there to be oftered. The Stairs 
to alcend thither were fair and even: 
Iv _—_— agreeable ro the Mag- 
ivence of 2 Pine, both for come- 
| ix adlor the calc of the Prieſts, 


Wh, = 
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11llwho were inveſted with Garments 
enflof Linnen very delicateand ſoft. The 

ore-part of the Temple looking to 
relthe Eaſt, turns the back of 1t to the 
lefWeſt, and the ſpaces thereof are ad- 
7asShuſted with exact proportion, 11 all 
f1-Mdimenfion and ſhew a Beauty very 
ve-fexcellent, and Work of good Grace. 
ci-ll The Floor is paved with Stones, 
oleftheReceptacles of the Waters which 
ngiſlue in great Quantity for the uſe of 
toſwaſhing the Victimes after they have 
oil-Mlain them, are hid in convenient 
de-(Places;z for in their Feſtival Dates, 
Dnetmany thouſands of Vittims are of- 
cel-ered, by means whereof is farniſh- 

:d out fo great a Quantity of Water, 
 alfthat one would judge there i{Jued 
neyfeommonly a conſiderable Spring. 
1!tBBut this 1s a thing yet more admira- 
Vi-fble, and almoſt incredible: the great- 
alr$neſs of the Conveyances of theſe 
enV atcrs which are under Ground in 
[a2-the Temple, and ftretch five Fur- 
mc-fionos in Circuit. And to conduct 
eltstheſc Waters into their Recc ptacles, 
WR D 2 there 
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there are Pipes of Lead cloſed with- 
in the Walls, drawing 1n all parts 
under the pavement of the Temple, 
by which the Waters void themſelves 
after the Beaſts are waſht : likewiſe 
many Spouts and openingsnear to the 
foot of the Altar, which areunkown 
to all, but only thoſe who ſerve the 
Sacrifices: and by theſe too the 
Blood of the Offerings in like man- 
ner is cleanſed and carried off. 7 

We gueſled the great quantity 0 
Waters there ſhed by this means, 
The Jews having led us to walk out 
of the Town more than a Leagueſv 
long, they ſhewed us a place, where 
we might hear the report of the Wa- 
ters that ran under the Earth, 
which ſeemed to me to be ſuch, as 
when one voids water by whole 
Tuns. 
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ts Of the Pricſts, 


JUT all that is paſt was as nothing 
|) in reſpect of the Worth, Ho- 
eſty, and Silence of the Prieſts and 
hetr Services. For without any dit- 
culty they compoſe themſelves to 
heir Buſineſs, every one according 
$0 his Degree and Charge, without 
caying for Orders: Some kindling 
he Wood, others the Oyl, ſome 
ring the Wheat-flour ; others the 
romatick Odours, others the Fleſh 3 
very one ſhewing hisObedience with 
reſſn admirable Dexterity. For taking 
a-fſhe Calves by the Thighs, though 
h, hey weighed more than two Talents, 
asjbey. lifted them on high,with an ad- 
lefÞirable ſpeed, and not more hand- 
omely then eaſily : in ſuch a 
ort, as they never fayl'd to fix 
em at firſt in as good order as they 
vere to continue. 
off They did the ſame with the Far- | 
_*Þcls of Sheep and Goats, for all Ot- 
D 3 tcrings, 
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terings, and Victims were to be with- 
out ſpot and fat. O 

Moreover, there was a place pre-JſÞ 
pared for their Repoſe, where theyſſv 
all Jay, and roſe moſt willingly andy 
diligently, without being called or 
waked 3 and fo applied themſelves 
to their Buſineſs in their Ocder, one 
after another : but all with ſo great 
Silence, that altaongh they were orf* 
dinarily about 700 Levites, with 1c 
out reckning a great Troop of thoſet! 
that offered the Victims, yet it ſeem 
ed as if they a!l had been but Ong C 
Man : all things were compoſed with it 
{o great Gravity and Reverence tae: 
Gol, 01 


Of the High-Prieſt Eleazar. ÞJÞ« 


\ \ THat we had of greateil 

admiration, amongſt othe! 
things, was, when we ſaw Eleaza 
preſent himſelf to the Sacrifices in his 
Glory and Majeſty, cloathed in hig =: 
Habit and Robes, in PontificalibusJ wm 
a] 
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ſhining all with the luſter of preci- 
ous Stones for to his Accoutrements 
hung round httle Bells of Gold, 
vielding a {weet Harmony, amongſt 
which he had allo Pomegranats of 
marvellous Colours , and all diſtin- 


I euiſhed with varicty of Flowers. 
FJ Uron this Veſtment he wore a Gir- 


dle, which girt him very comely : 
and the work was of very tair Co- 
lours. Beneath his Breaſt hung what 
they call the Rational,wherein there 
was twelve Precious Stones of divers 


J Colours ſet in Gold,in which were 


inſcrib'd the Names of the Princes of 
each Tribe which had been the be- 
ginning: and all was moſt reſplen- 
dent and natural, ( almoſt beyond 
belief: ) his Head was adorned with 
a Royal Bonnet, upon which was 


_ {ct a Mitreof incomparable Beauty, 
| cxalting the Coyt toa majeſtick State. 


Beneath the Mitre hung a Plate of 


ig Gold upon the fore-head of £Elea- 
iy zar, covering his Eye-browsz where- 


in was inſcrib'd the Name of GOD: 
D 4 1 


-— 
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in the Sacred Letters,a Spectacle in 
truth fall of great Glory,and worthy 
of ſuch Myſtery : for with this Dreſs 
the ſhine and reflexion was of ſuch 
ſhew and worthy Dignity, that it 
might beget an awftulSenſe and Appre- 
henſ1on in thoſe that beheld him : So 
as this High Prieſt repreſented to 
the Bcholcer as it were the figure 0 
a God. In ſhort, every thing being 
by us contemplated, held our Sp1- 
rits 11 a fſuſpence and amazement 
through theirBeauty.for the manner 
and decoration now of one thing and 
then another drew ourUnderſtandings 
even by force maturely to conſider 
them. 


Of the Fortreſs or Caſtle of 


Hicruſalem. 


Hence we aſcended to vilit the 
Fortreſs : It 1s ſcituated near 

to the Temple in a moſt fair ſeat, 
 fortited with many Towers framed 
ot Stones of extream Greatneſs. And 


by 
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by what we could underſtand and 
know it is the Bulwark and Strength 
of the Temple, to the end that if 
there hapned any Sedition, or im- 
petuous hoſtile Invaſion, no Body 
ſhould enter by force within the 
Cloyſter of the Temple which 1s: - 
near : and 1s defended by the high 
Walls of this Fortreſs, ſcituated m : 
a Place of preciputate (teepneſs, ha- 


ving its Sentinels and Ramparts,with . ' 


Engins of War. 

"This place is kept and guarded by - 
a Garriſon of luſty young Souldiers 
vigorous and ſtrong, which are main- 
tained by all the Towers within,and . 
are ſach as for their merits to their 
Country, are eſteemed of great e- 
putation : They have no Liberty to | 
g0 out of the Fortreſs, except upon 
Holy-dayes 3 and then with great 
Solemnity onely part of them, and 
to relieve the Guards, and they dare - 
let no Perſon in ; for the Captain - 
of the Place there uſeth ſuch watch- 
ful Diligence when he goes forth, + 
Ds . anc... 
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and amongſt them makes ſuch watch 
and diligent ſearch, that he cannot 
be circumvented by any Spy, as 1t 
hapned to us 3 for but two of us 
could get admitatnce, and that with- 
out Arms and by great Intreaties,and 
only to ſee the Sacrifices: for he told 
us, and that with an Oath, that all 
thoſe who are of this Garifon, which 
are 1n number five hundred, have 
{worn to admit, but at moſt five 
Perſons at a'time : Becauſe the con- 
tervation and ſafety of the Temple 
£onfilts-n the keeping of this Forr, 
winch 1f it ſhould be taken and kept, 
the Tenjple had no other Security; 


Of the Torn. 


He greatneſs of the Town, by 


what wecould judge, extends 

in compaſs ſome forty Furlongs 3 A 
City certainly worthy to be regard- 
ed, both for the Beauty of the Walls, 
and diſtribution of the Towers. It 
is di{t1i2guiſhed into fair and ſtraight 
Street, 
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Streets, and thoſe well paved, where 
there are many little Lanes and Cha- 
nels in fit and convenient Places: 
So that though the City beſeated on a 
Hill, all comeup to it, and go down 
trom it with great cafe. At the Entries 
of theStreets,there are cut out ſteps in 
form of Scattolds, which one mounts 
by Stairs like open Galleries, where 
the moſt eminent Perſons walk high- 
er than others, *that have means to 
walk by places, which are lower 3 
and theſe banked wayes (as 1twwere) 
are in the moſt principal Streets, to 
the end that thoſe who bear the ho- 
ly things, ſhould not be polluted . 
with Filth and Dirt: By whichone 
may judge their Anceſtors have wiſc- 
ly and with good reafon,choſen ſuch . 
a Place for the ſcat of the Town 3. 
making ſo .fit a choice in all things. 
whatſocyer 


of, 
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Of the Counts y round Hieruſalem, aud 
of the Policy of the Peſants or Conn- 


try People. | 


His Country is ſpacious and 

fair, ſtretching from one 11de 
towards Samaria, and the Neigh- 
bouring [dyumea, which is a plain 
Country : On the other ſide, the 
Coaſts are fair and fertile. And it 
is no marveil if this Region be ſo 
abounding and fertile of 1t ſelf, and 
plentiful 1n all good Fruits; being 
alſo that it 1s manured by the indu- 
{try and great care of the Countrey 
People : And it 1s not here, as it 1s 
commonly {cen about good and fer- 
tile Lands, where the Peſants are 
tle, careleſs, and for the abound- 
ing Pleaſures and Voluptuouſneſs of 
Cities, deſpiſe their Labours : And 
according as we ſee Youth is taken 
with Delights and Idelenefs, become 
efteminate and Tender. Which tru= 
ly hapned to Alexandria,a City rich, 
| | wealthy, 
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Wealthy, and Abounding in all 
a || good things : Where the Youth of 
,- | the Countrey that uſed to follow * 

Country works, diverting and amu- 

ſing their Rough Condition with the 
d || pleaſures and eaſe of a Delicious Life, 
le | forgat their Countrey Buſineſs and 
h- | Labour, and became idle and ſloath- 
in || tul. 
he And for ſuch reaſons doubtleſs, 
it | their Fewi/þ Kings ordained that 
ſo || theſe Peaſants ſhould make no ſtay 
id || in the City; and that no one of 
ng | them ſhould dwell any where but 
u- | in his Country-farm longer than 
ey | 20 days; and that unleſs for ur- 
1s | gent, and important reaſons, becauſe 
2r- | they ſhould not loſe their time. For 
Ire | which reaſons it was ordained that 
d- | all Proceſſes and Controverſies of 
of | Law ſuits ſhould be determined in 
nd | five days, and never depend longer : 
en | And for this was Publiſhed a Law, 
me | and the reaſon thereof delegated 
a= | to the Judges and Miniſters of eve- 
h, | ry Country, that the Peſants ſhould 
Y, "TE not 
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not ſojourn or make abode in the 
Towns ( as is ſaid ) becauſe of the 
"Demuxs of their Suits, neglecting 
their Country Buſineſs, which 
might cauſe damage and loſs to the 
Revenues of their Prince , dimi- 
niſhing his Tributes and Dues, ari- 
ſing from theſe Labourers. 

Lam the larger upon this, becauſe 
we had Advice hereof in Diſcour- 
ſing with Eleazar. The Peaſants 
therclore are very careful and dilt- 
gent in their Labours and Mena- 
gcry, by rcaſon whereof -1n ſuch a 
multitude of people, the Region 1s 
planted all with Fruit Treces , 
abounding every where in Corn and 
all forts of Grain : The Vineyards 
clcathed with V:nes, nor :s it polite 
ble to tell the numker of Palm Trees, 
Olive-Trees, F:g-Trees, beſides 
Paſtures for the raiſing of Cattle, 
Which they breed u > 1n gr — 
bers. So as the) v ' have not © yY all 
_ as it Were, of choice f oo 
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{till to diſpoſe it for the Reception 
and Entertainment of ſo great a 
Number of People ; nor have they 
appointed this courſe for the Vil- 
lhages, but that thereby they might 
fully furniſh and beautifie their 
Towns. Beſides, there comes a- 
bundance of Aromatick Drugs, of 
Gold, and Precious Stones to them 
from Arabia. For this Province 
opens, as 1t were, a Fair or gencral 
Market, to all round about for 
Traſhick and Commerce. 

The City is full of Tradeſmen, 
having no want of any thing that 
may be brought by Seca, for it is 
accommodated by the neighbour- 


hood of the Ports of 4ſcalon, of 
Jaffet, of Gaza, and of Acra. Ci- 
ties founded by their Kings, for 


this purpoſe of Accommodation ; 
and thoſe Cities we have named 
area great Convenience to this 
own, as not ke:ng too near nor 
00 remote, fo as it 1s Very caſic to 
ngs neecllary 1n 4 inort 
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time, with aſſurance of the ways 
to the Comers and Goers. 

The Country is waſhed through- 
out by the River Fordanu, whoſe 
Water never fails : This River ha- 
ving its ſource from the Eaſt, runs 
no leſs than ſixty thouſand Paces : 
In the beſt and moſt fertile Coun- 
tries on the Banks of this River 
heretofore inhabited and Conquer- 
ed thoſe Valiant Troops of Fews , 
who in their times Conquered 
the Countrey, and paſled this Ri- 
ver, being in number more than 
ſix hundred Thouſand. 

This Fordan ſwells and increaſeth 
in the Summer, - and overflows the 
Neighbouring Fields like the Nye ; 
covering a great part of the ground, 
and then falls into another River 
by A4cra, both which empty at once 
into the Sea. There are many 
other Streams that bend their 
courſe towards Gaza and Azota ; 
that have their turnings and wind- 
ings through all the whole Province. 
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The force, ſtrength, and aſſu- 
rance of this Region conſiſts in 
places inacceſſible, and difficult 
to come at, and ſo are natu- 
rally ſtrong, for all the Coun- 
try 1s invironed with Mountains, 
Rocks, and Precipices cut ſtraight 
down as it were with a plummet. 
In other parts, it is incloſed with 
Rivers, and Currents, io as the 
Valleys and the Plains are fortified 
with great Ditches and Trenches. 
On the other ſide, the Ways are 
ſo narrow and troubleſome with 
Furnings and Windings, to and 
fro, that with great difficulty 
thoſe that Travel by Land, come 
to the great City. They fay alſo 
they were wont in former times to 
draw up Metals from the Moun- 
tains of the bordering Arabia : But 
ſince the time that the Per/tans had 
Rule, this fearch of Metals was left 
oft, the Expence being more than 
the Advantage, and the labour fruit- 
leſs; yet they fay this excuſe was 
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invented by the Inhabitants of thoſe 
places, to the end that their Lands 
ſhould not be ſwallowed up in the 
hollowneſs of the Mines,ſo that the 
Earth being open, no Paſſage could 
beafiorded to Strangers in thoſe nar- 
row Ways, 

And fo much for theſe things, 
Brother Philacrates, T have diſco- 
vercd unto thee. Now I will de- 
Clare what concerns the Law, and 


Its Interpretation and firſt Tran- 


{lation. 


What the Tranſlators of the Foly 
Law were, 


Hoſe that were choſen were 

very Honeſt and Vertuous 
men, excelling in all Knowledge, de- 
ſcenced of Noble Race, and not 
only well versd in their own FJ«- 
daick Learning, but alſo well ac- 
quainted and exerciſed in the Greek 
Letters ; for they were reſerved 


men, and always ready £0 be em- 


ployed 
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ployed as Embaſſadours upon occa- 
ſion : For which they were, as it 
were, purpolely bred, and as Pro- 
per, and Able to Judge of thoſe 
Things and Courles as tie caſe re- 
quired : And were thoſe that ex- 
pounded the Publick Rules, and 
reſolved with great ſufficience all 
difficulties in their own Law : and 
had marvellous readineſs, both for 
Haranguing and giving Sentence : 
They were men clearly void of all 
barbarous Incivility, of good and 
{ſweet Condition, and born as it 
were to follow their proper manner 
of Living and Eſtate in a Mediocri- 
ty and moſt commendable Mode- 
ſty : {tilt ſtriving above all things 
to exceed all others in Wi{dome and 
g00d Knowledges, and in theſe en- 
deavours conſiſted all their Study, 
eſteeming no ſearch more than 
how to excel one the other in accel- 
ſible graciouſneſs, and ſweetneſs of 
hearing and anſwering : ſo that eve- 
ry one of them were eſteemed of in 
their 
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their Tribe, as men worthy to have 
Preheminence and Principality for 
the Vertue that was in them, 

And it is worth the noting in 
what Honour they held Eleazar, and 
in what Reſpect he held them : For 
beſides that he writ to the King 
to take care for their conveni- 
ent return, he recommended with a 
paſſionatedeſire,and tender affection 
theſe reverent Perſons to Andrea ; 
deſiring with many Intreaties and 
Requeſts that we ſhould with our 
Credits and Grace with the King, 
open them a fair Acceſs. 

Towhich we made Anſwer, that 
as theſe things were matters of our 
ſpecial Charge, ſo we ſhould be care- 
ful to Diſcharge our ſelves anſwer- 
ably with all due Care, wherefore 
we deſired he would be at eaſe 
in that point, for they ſhould 


therein be abſolutely free. T af- 


ſure you ( faid he ) I am upon this 
occaſion in no little pain, and not 
without juſt cauſe ; for I know the 
King, 
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King, a Prince ſo diligent, a Lover 
of vertuous and worthy Perſons , 
and how induſtriouſſy he ſeeks 
them ; that there is no. place free - 
from his deſires, when he hears 
where ſuch are , that excel, or are 
remarkable torWit or Learning.And 
I have been informed, that he uſeth 
to ſay what is moſt true, that in 
ſuch manner of men dwells and con- 
ſiſts the ſtrengti and defence of his 
Kingdom : and eſpecially when he 
hath near about his perſon good 
ſtore of Wiſe and Juſt men who 
have provident Counſel to give him, 
leſt all ſhould miſcarry. Which 
I perceive well by thoſe he hath 
pleaſed to ſend hither. 

And we earneſtly profeſs that we 
ſend not theſe perſons to be aſſiſting 
to him in the Afﬀairs of his Govern- 
ment, but for the Fublick Profit and 
an Univerſal Good of all his people, 
in which regard nothing ought to 
be refuled, nothing that we will not 
indure. For though the form -- 

we 
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their Tribe, as men worthy to have 
Preheminence and Principality for 
the Vertue that was in them, 

And it is worth the noting in 
what Honour they held Eleazar, and 
in what Reſpect he held them : For 
beſides that he writ to the King 
to take care for their convent- 
ent return, he recommended with a 
paſſionatedeſire,and tender affection 
theſe reverent Perſons to Andrea ; 
deſiring with many Intreaties and 
Requeſts that we ſhould with our 
Credits and Grace with the King, 
open them a fair Acceſs. 

Towhich we made Anſwer, that 
as theſe things were matters of our 
ſpecial Charge, ſo we ſhould be care- 
ful to Diſcharge our ſelves anſwer- 
ably with all due Care, wherefore 
we deſired he would be at eaſe 
in that point, for they ſhould 


therein be abſolutely free. I af- 


ſure you ( faid he ) I am upon this 
occaſion in no little pain, and not 
without juſt cauſe ; tor I know the 
King, 
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King, a Prince fo diligent, a Lover 
of vertuous and worthy Perſons , 
and how induſtriouſlſy he ſeeks 
them ; that there is no. place tree - 
from his deſires, when he hears 
where ſuch are , that excel, or are 
remarkable torWit or Learning.And 
I have been informed, that he uſeth 
to ſay what is moſt true, that in 
ſuch manner of men dwells and con- 
fiſts the ſtrength and defence of his 
Kingdom : and eſpecially when he 
hath near about his perſon good 
{ſtore of Wiſe and Juſt men who 
have provident Counſel to give him, 
leſt all ſhould miſcarry. Which 
I perceive well by thoſe he hath 
pleaſed to ſend hither. 
And we earneſtly profeſs that we 
ſend not theſe perſons to be aſſiſting 
to him in the Aﬀairs of his Govern- 
ment, but for the Fablick Profit and 
an Univerſal Good of all his people, 
in which regard nothing ought to 
be refuſed, nothing that we will not 
indure. For though the form - 
we 
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Well Living conſiſts in the obſerva- 
tion and accompliſhment of Moral 
Precepts and Conſtitutions : Ne-= 
vertheleſs it is better learn'd and 
taught by the Knowledge and Ex- 
perience of the things themſelves, 
than in the abſtra&ed nakedneſs of 
Words. By this ſpeech and ſuch 
like, we came to know what great 
affection Eleazar did bear to theſe 
Perſons. 


Of the Anſwers made by Eleazar, up- 


on certain points of the Law of 


Moles. 
T behoveth alſo we touch briefly 
the Anſwers Fleazar made us to 
our Queſtions : For knowing the 
Fews with great nicety citcem the 
obſervances and difterences of meats 
and drinks, according to their Law ; 
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Creation, -and receive one and the 
ſame Subſtance ; whence is it that 
ſome are rejected as Infeftious, as 
well to Eat as to Touch ; ſo that, as 
it ſhould ſeem, the Law treateth 
more Magiſterially than Rationally. 

Eleazar then Anſwered,you know 
not ( ſaid he ) what force and ver- 
tue Cuſtome hath as to Well-Living, 
and what Alterations and Changes 
ſhe brings in Humane Afairs: See we 
not that thoſe who conyerſe with the 
Evil, let themſelves loofe to a courſe 
of Corruption in Manners, where- 
by they become Wretched all their 
Ives after : On the Contrary, thoſe 
that accuſtome and habituare them- 
ſelves with the Wiſe and Inteiligent, 
although they are vet. 1gnorant , 
change from good to better, and 
become happy and fortunate. Which 
our Law-maker confidering, reſo!- 


I ving all his Laws into Piety and 


: | Faſtice, he hath not only taugit us 
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bidding us to do Evil, hath ſet 


before our Eyes the Cauſes why God 


hath created every thing. 
Firſt, he hath taught that God 


is One and All, by the Power of Pe 


whom all things are Governed and 
Subſiſt ; and that He is preſent in 
all Places ; and without Whom, 
nothing can remain in its Being, be 


it never ſo Little ; and that Nothing | 
canbe hidden from Him, whatſoever | 


men do upon Earth never ſo Secretly 
even what men Do and Think with- 
in themſelves,or what they Plod and 


Contract one with another, all1s to | 


'Him notorious and Naked before 
his Eyes. For He ſees the things To 
Come,as if they were Preſent: More- 
over, he out of his gracious Good- 


neſs teacheth us that when any one | 


ſets himſelf to work Evil, he may 


aſſure himſelf it cannot be Hidden, 
and propoſes thus by all the Law, | 
no other thing than to ſhew the Y 


Power and Strength of our good 
God. 


Being 
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Being then heedful of the begining 
| of theſe things, he ſheweth,that other . 
People who have Opinion that there 
are many Gods, are themſelves more 
powerful thanthe Gods they by Fol- 
ly adore. For they afhicm fooliſhly, 
that the Images and Reſemblances 
hey frame of Stone,or of Wood, are 
the Repreſentations and Shapes of 
thoſe who have brought to light by 
their Inventions ſome Advantages to 
ithe Civil Afﬀairs of Life ; and theſe 
hey Worſhip,proſtrating themſelves 
2n their Knees before them. But they 
are out of their right Wits, and in- 
leed out of themſelves; and if one 
demand of them what are their In- 
entions? they alledge ſomething 
Produced from Nature, as if it were 
ndeed a thing produced, created, 
knd compoſed by the fore-ſaid Inven- 
tors, although they never contribu- 
{cd thereto, in which they ſufficient- 
ly manifeſt their Perverſeneſs and Stu- 
d pidity. For it 13 well known, that 

there be queſtion of any good In- 
1G * E VEn- 
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vention, that there may be found at; 
this day Perſons more learned, more | 
ſubtil,and more quick to invent anyl, 
Art, then they havedone, who have, 
been in times paſt: yet they are not 
therefore adored as Gods, although), 
the Sage Greeks eſteemed ſuch Inven-1,z 
tors worthy of Honour. What houldl?! 
I ſpeak of the Egyptians and their\,, 
Neighbours, who are herein madderh;. 
than the others, for theſe have ſome\,, 
of them brought in Divine Worſhiph,. 
to brute Beaſts,others unto Reprtiles;y,, 
out of common Reaſon, and all Un- 
derſtanding, making Sacrifices to thekg, 
Living and Dead, 1mmolating toh,, 
them Victims? Wherefore the Wiſch,, 
and Underſtanding Law-maker,bein 
inſtituted of God in the Knowledg 
of all things, hath hedged us 1n, andyg, 
fortified us round as it were with ap, 
Trench and Paliſado, and diſtinguiſh-&;, 
ed us with a Wall of Iron, to they, 
end,that being innocent 1n Soul, andk,,1 
pure in Body, we might not mingle) 
our ſelves 1nany ſort with other Na-4,, 
tions, 1 
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tions, and that rejecting all fond and 
Hain Opinions, we might adore one 
Yionly GOD, who hath power above 
Gall Creatures. 

OY For this, the Prieſts of the Egypti- 
3114s, Princes of the People ( although 
LalbEy fail in other things) name us 
ld\Men of GOD, and agree with us 1n 
—_ things: becauſe other People 
have not this Religion to Adore one 
only God, according to the Truth 
'Phs wedo: For others give themſelves 
ver to Gormandiſings and Drunken- 
T-meſs, building upon Shadows, amu- 
b ing themſelves with no other things 
tObut Pleaſures and Belly-chear. Of 
1yhich there is no one of us hath fo 
ach as thought, but all the courſe 
t our Lives is 1mployed only to the 
nowledge of Vertue and Divine 
ower, to the end we fall not into 
in, nor be polluted by the conver- 
hefation of ſuch People in any manner 
ndiyhatever. 

1c) He hath alſo defended and armed 
2-wz on all fides with Purity and Ho- 
NS, * E 2 neſty, 
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neſty, not only in our Meat andyh: 
Drink, but alſo in what we handle, ps 
touch, ſee, and hear 5 for h 
hath reduced and brought all thing 
before our natural Reaſon, for as al 
things have their Being from on 
Power, ſo witha moſt profound Judg-ync 
ment hath he appointed which weſſuc 
are to uſe, and from which we are toſfſec 
abſtain. I will alledge you one or twolag 
for Example, to the end,that if you|Pc 
take heed to the Words and plainſþ1 
Speech, you cannot think that Mo-|uf 
es hath taken fuch Pains to ordain|þall 
his Laws, becauſe of Rats, Weaſels, 
and ſuch like things. | 
For it 1s neceſlary you underſtand, jth 
that he hath very well and wiſely or- 
dered all thingsto the Honeſty of Li- 
ving, having regard to Purity andjpr 
Cleanlineſs, and tothe correCtion and jou 


Birds, and flying Fowls, he hath|bf 
permitted us to eat ordinarily of ſuch |to 
as are tame, and are different from jm 
othersin Nearneſs andCleanlineſs,and 


that 
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dthat live upon Grain and Seeds, fuch 
e,ps are Pidgeons, Turtles, Peacocks, 
hePartridge, Geeſe, and the like. And 
uch as he hath forbidden us to ear, 
hey are wild, ravenous; lhving upon 
Fleſh and Carrion,of proud Natures, 
nclined to Rapine and Prey, and 
uch as by force ſet upon others, and 
toſſeck not their living, but to the dam- 
7oſage, hurt, and injury of the other 
uſPoultry who are gentle and tame; 
inbut thoſe fierce ones not only ſeize 


injalſo upon Lambs, Kidds, and even 
Ls upon Men yet living, or half dead. 

' Our Law-maker therefore, noting 
d, |this by way of Similitude, and by a 
r-|borrowed way of Tranſlation, taken 
1-ffrom the Nature of (uch Fowls, hath 
dipronounc'd them unclean and infeQti- 
djous, as being willing to reduce and 
Yr [bring all things to the conſideration 
thlbf Purity and Cleanlineſs of the Soul; 
h |to the end that every one being ad- 
m \moniſhed by ordinary and domeſtick 
d |Examples, may underſtand how 1t 
at” E 3 behoveth 


o-\upon thoſe of their own Kind, but 
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behoveth to uſe Equity and Juſticeſth 
and that it 1s not granted to Man, bgec 
be never (o ſtrong, powerful, proudtu 
bold, and audacious ſoever, to raviſljha 
by force that of another, nor to dgfc 
injury to any Perſon, but that 1t igar 
convenient, he ſhould order thecourſgth 
of his Life in imitation of the FowJ01 
I have ſpoken of, wholive by Graingc/ 
leading a tame and tratable Lifezſt 
And that it is not lawful to vex an{m 
trouble any Perſon of our own Kind cl 
nor ravage his Goods by force, asdgqtc 
thoſe Beaſts he hath prohibited us tq $1 
eat; and not to uſe Violence in any P: 
caſe which is figured by the Naturf?: 
of Beaſts, not wholly void of Senſe tt 
You underſtand then the Reaſon why 0 
he hath forbidden us the Uſe of th tc 
ſaid things, that 1s to ſay, becauſe q N 
the Inclination and Nature of every a! 
Beaſt. b 

You may thereforenow well con v 
ceive how our Law-giver Moſes hat It 
been careful in all things to corred fr 
our Manners, and eſtabliſh them by el 
tl 
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cefthe things to which we are accuſtom- 
bged, and therefore to regard the Na- 
idjture of brute Beaſts: for where he 
iſhath Licenſed us eating the Fleſh of 
dafour- footed Beaſts, who have two, 
- jgand the Hoofs cloven; the Import 1s, 
r{qthat we ought to direct our Operati- 
woions to Juſtice and Bounty. By this 
ingclover Hoof figuring to us, the Di- 
fes {tribution of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ndments. For which cauſe we are 
1dJ cleft and divided from other Nations: 
dgto the end we be not polluted with 
ty Sin by their Converſation and Com- 
ny pany. For many People of the Ger- 
ar tzles are ſullied with Impiety by mix- 
ſe ture of one with another, and not 
thy only ſuffer the Provinces and Cities 
thi to be ſpotred, infefted, and diſho- 
 q noured with Sinsagain(t Nature, but 
ery are fouly ſtain'd with the unclean 
' blood of Child-bearing Women, ha- 
on) ving no ſhame or regret to commit 
atf Inceſt with their own Daughters, 
red from whichthings weare wholly Alt 
by enated. 
E 4. More- 
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Moreover, where he hath noted? {h 
to us the ſ1gn of this Forking, he] de 
hath alſo adviſed us to be recolleed|: 

by the ſame Figure, in| A 

ogg the ſame Animals; for he]; b 

choice and di- hath added further, that|| m 

_—_ oy they ſhould be ſuch as} of 

chew the Cud: By which| ol 

he manifeſtly admoniſheth us to have] ac 

this Rumination in Memory, and in| S 

the Courſe of our Life : for what ſig- | bi 

nifieth the chewing of the Cud, but 

that we ought ſtill to have in our 

Minds a continual revolving of our 

Lives and Actions, and ſo by a fre- 

quent Meditation,theDuties,to which 

we are obliged, and what we owe 

to all. Even as the Life of the 

Body 1s ever 1n our Thoughts 3 fo 

as our Spirit is nouriſhed in bring- 

ing to mind her Employments. And 

for this cauſe, he faith 1n the Scrip- 

ture, Have GOD (till in thy Memo- 

ry and Thought, who hath done for. 
thee ſuch great and wonderful things 
1F this thou truly conſidereſt, thou + 
ſhalt - 
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d1 ſhalt find it great and admirable 1n- 
IE): deed. 

d; For firſt, thou ſhalt behold the 
nl Architecture of the Body, the Diſtri- 
e|: bution, and Transfuſion of the Ele- 
ments, the Connexion and Ligatures 
ofthe Members; a thing truly worthy 
of Admiration : But it will be more 
admirable, If thou haſt regard to the 
Senſe, which isgiven to every Mem- 
ber : if thou weigheſt the Actions of 
the Underſtanding 3 it thou confide- 
reſt the inviſible Movements,and how 
in each of them there ſhines a Vi- 
gour, and Vivacity of Spirit, from 
whence have proceeded the Inven- 
tions of Arts almoſt innumera- 
ble. 

Wherefore, not without cauſe, Mo- 
ſes commanded usto havein conſtant 
| | Conſideration, that all Things have 
been eſtabliſhed and made Examples 
| | by the DivinePower and Providence; 
| for ſo hath he finiſhed and counter- 

| Poiſed every Thing, agreeing with 
| Ks time and place - recalling al- 
E 5 ways 
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ways to Mind the conſideration of 


GOD the Lord, Ruler and Creator 
of the whole Univerſe. 

And if we will begin with what 
concerns Eating and . Drinking 3 
hath he not well and prudently 
commanded, that we {hould give 
Praifes and Thanks to GOD when 
we fit at Table? In which he hath 
not permitted us to Deviſe or Dil- 
courſe of any thing in the World 
that ſhould make us forget, or efface 
in our Memories,the Power and Pro- 
vidence of GOD. 

Wherefore he hath appointed that 
weengrave upon the Doors and Por- 
tals of our Houſes ſuch Inſcriptions as 
ſhould excite us to Thanksgiving, 
{till to refreſh our Memories with the 
Thoughts of God, and his Goodneſs 
to us, by a moſt evident ſign, that 
all our Endeavours ought always to 


be, to mind us of Sincerity and Equi- | 


ty, and that each Thought ought al- 
ways to repreſent GOD before our 


Eyes. 
Alſo 
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Alſo he hath appointed, 
that not only when we Sit 
at Table, but when weRiſe, 
weſhould praiſe the Works of God, 
not only in Word, but alſo with a 
grave and compoſed Countenance : 
reducing to Mind the perpetual Mo- 
tion of the Heavens, and that this 
alternative and ſucceſſive Nature 1s 
Divine,and incomprehenſible to Man. 
Thus to you is expounded the Reaſon 
of the forking of the Cloven-foot, its 
Import,as alſo of the Chewing of the 
Cud, which you inquir'd after: af- 
ſuring you, that there 1s nothing or- 
dained which 1s ſuperfluous or impro- 
per for the forming of the Mind, but 
by this Figurative Manner and Uſe,he 
hath accommodated all things accord- 
ing to Truth. 

Alſo the ſaid Law-giver,by a-hike 
Figure, hath admoniſhed us from fall- 


Order of 
Meats, 


; ing into Injuſtice and Sin, by the 


hearing or too much relying upon 
our Eloquence, Prattle and Jeſting, 
which we may learn in the confide- 
ratlon 
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ration of vile Beaſts : for the Wea- © 


ſels are of a filthy Complexion : as al- 
ſo Rats, and ſuch like Creatures, 


which he hath forbidden us to handle 


or touch. For Rats, they make all 
things foul, infe&ious, and hurtful : 
and are not only pernicious to eat, 


but wholly unprofitable to Man 1n | 
all things. And Weaſels are a ſort of 


Vermine which are yet fouler, 
more infeftious, and the moſt filthy 
and impure of all thoſe we ſpeak of. 
For they conceive by the Ear, and 
bring forththeir young by the Throat, 
which 1s a thing deteſtable in Men, 
in what they hear and report, rece1- 
ving by the Ear any curſed Folly, to 
utter and be delivered of the ſame by 
the Tongue and Report, and to ex- 
aſperate the ſame by Words odious 
and bitter. Of which oft times there 
ariſes cauſe of great Inconvenience, 
and that which of it ſelf 1s nauſeous 
and loathſom, they improve and am- 
plify with an elaborate wicked Inven- 
tion by all means poſlible. 

Where- 
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Wherefore yourKing, 


as we have heard, juſtly roempoanagy 


cauſes ſuch Men tobe pu- ters, or Spies. 


' niſhed capitally. I think Some Copics 


(faid Ithen ) thatby ſuch Fang” © 
you mean the Emphaniſts: 
for the King puniſheth thoſe with- 
out Hope or Mercy,by Proceſs,with 
Tortures and oaffninn and even 
with an ignominious Death. They are 
the ſame, ( ſaid Eleazar) for their 
Idleneſs and Negligence brings no- 
thing to Men but Miſchief, and moſt 
dangerous Ruine and Deſtruction. 
And hkewiſe our Law commands 
to do no wrong or injury to. any 
Perſon either by Word or Deed. See 
then how I advertiſe you in ſhort, 
and ſhew you that all ourDemeanours 
by the Law, are directed to Juſtice 
and Equity : and that our holy Scrip- 
tures allow not any thing that in 
Appearance 1s evil, nor ought to be 
done impertinently and with Choler: 
But weare commanded that in all our 


Lives we demean our ſelves towards 
all 
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all Men, in all our Converſations 
and Deportments, juſtly and gract- 
ouſly, as having alwaysin Mind God 
for the great Judge of Secrets. 

Now to whom could it ſeem 
otherwiſe, but that Eleazar had well 
and pertinently ſpoken of thoſe fil- 
thy Vermin, Reptiles, and of other 
Creatures alſo 3 manifeſting thereby 
very properly, that all the Letter of 
the Law tended to noother end then 
Juſtice, and to ſhape and faſhion 
well the Manners and Diſpoſitions 
of Men. 

Further, hedelivered himſelf con- 
cerning the Oblations of Calves, of 
Sheep, and of Goats, raiſing there- 
upon a fair Diſcourfe: fhewing, that 
it was their cuſtom to ſele& ſuch 
Beaſts from the Folds and Herds, as 
were Trafable and Tame, to make 
them their Offerings to God : never 
offering Sacrifice with wild or hurt- 
ful Beaſts : becauſe thoſe that made 
theſe Oblations, and offered them 
ſhouldnot entertain SavageThoughts, 

or 
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' or be elated with intraftable Pride, 


but inſtrufted by the Gentle and In- 
nocent Nature of the Victims, and 
that they ſhould learn from ſuch In- 
ſtances, to become Humble and Pati- 
ent, and in their Sacrificing to have 
their Minds ered&, as raiſed to God 
the Creator of all things. 

Hitherto, Philocrates, I have fra- 
med to you,by writing theſe memora- 
ble things, conſidering the 1tch you 
have to learn and to know, which I 
have done, to the end, that by this 
little you may underſtand the Ma- 
jeſty of the Law, the Cauſes and Na- 
tural Confiderations that are therein 
contained, and now I will return 
from whence we have Digreſked. 


T he 
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The Return of the Ambaſſadors to Alex- | 
andria,with the DoFors of the Jews ;, © 


and how the King adored the Holy 


Law ſeven times, with Tears in his 


Eyes. 
LEAZAR then,after the Sacri- 


fices were performed, as was 
cuſtomary, having choſen the Perſons 
as 1s before ſpecified, to ſend unto 
the King, he ſent him alſo many rich 
Preſents, which indeed were very 
ſplendid. When therefore we had 


tken leave, and parted from him very 


friendly, with his Salutation of Peace, 
and were returned to Alexandria, 


our arrival- was forthwith made 
known to the King. And ſoon after 
Andrea and my felt entred into the 
Kings Hall , and making moſt hum- 
ble Reverence, we preſented to his 
Majeſty the Letters of Eleazar. Then 
the King, overjoyed that the Event 
of this Wo had ſucceeded fo well, 
having obtatned the Perſons mach 
tO 
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| to be wiſht for, made the Croud of 
' thoſe that attended on their Peti- 
| tions and Suits, to quit the 


Place; and commanded, that the 
Jewiſh Doors ſhould immediately 
have notice to attend, which was 
ſooner than they expefted. For the 
Cuſtom of the Country 1s,when any 
Ambaſſadors arrive upon any Bulineſs 
they are ſent about, 1t is not permit- 
ed them to be preſented to the King, 
unleſs they are Ambaſſadors from 
Kings, or from very Honourable 
States and Republicks, nor without 
great difficulty to have Audience, till 


thirty dayes after their Arrival, and 
ſometimes longer, as the King 1s plea- 


ſed to make aDifference,with regard 
to the Degree of thoſe that ſent them. 

But the King, having cleared the 
Place of thoſe he judged not neceſſa- 
ry to this Entertainmentz continued 
in the Hall,expecting till the Doctors 
were preſented to make their Obey- 


ance. 


Who 


— 
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Who being introduced, did their 


El 
5 l 


Duties in delivering the Preſentsſent | 
the King from Eleazar. Likewiſe |. 
they Preſented him with divers Skins |. 


of Parchment, exceeding fine,ſmooth, 
and delicate, bound up with a Bind- 
ing very rare and uncommon. 

The delivery In which Skins was the 
of the Holy Divine Law of Moſes n 
Law, or Sa- Letters of Gold, and in 


d Book 
yok 5 the Hebrew Language, a 


brew Cha- thing very curious to be- 


raers to King 
Proleny, hold. 


Upon their preſenting 
them to the King,ſitting in his Chair 
of State , the King preſently turned 
towards them, taking notice of them 
all one after another ; and then re- 
quired of them the Volumes of the 
Law: Then they unfolded the Rouls 
wrapt up1n theſe Skins of Parchment 
or Vellam aforeſaid. Which the 
King ſeriouſly beholding, remained 
as one tranſported a pretty ſpace. 
After which,he adored the Holy Law 
leven times, ſaying theſe ke 

e 
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| We give you Thanks, my Maſters, and 


much more him that ſent you hither, 
and the High God above all, of whom 
theſe are the Sacred Words. 

Then the ſatd Do&ors.and all thoſe 
who were attending the King, let 
fall great Expreſſions of Joy with Ac- 
clamation, and there fell Tears of Joy 
from the Kings Eyes ; as we ſee many 
times, that exceeding Tranſports will 
draw Tears from the Eyes, eſpecially 
in Exceſles of a more ſublime and in- 


' telletual Nature. 


Then the King required the Skins 
and Volumes of the Law ſhould be 
folded up again; which done, he ſa- 
luted the Do@ors, ſayings Reaſon 
requires, grave Sirs, that firſt we pay 
you Honour and Regard, in as much 
as We werethe Occaſion of your co- 
ming hither,for which cauſe we give 
you our Hand with this Aſſurance, 
that this very Day ſhall be to us the 
Day, that all the Days of our Lite 
we will hold Great and Memorable, 
and ſhall be ſolemnized every Year 

with 
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with Feaſting ; in perpetual Memo- 
ry of your Vilit,as alſoof our Victo- 


ry which we obtained this day againſt | 
Antigonws at Sea, wherefore 1t is our 


Will, that this very Day you ſolace 

your ſelves in Feaſting with us. 
Forthwith he required the Princes 
ſhould be invited: Amongſt whom 
he did me the Honour to make me 
to be ſeated. Moreover, he cauſed 
to be expoſed to view, all the rich 
Furniture, wherewith the Pallace 
Royal was, upon great Feſtivals,uſed 
to bedecked; Likewiſe he command- 
ed they ſhould fit up Lodgings near 
to the Caſtle, in the moſt ſplendid 
Manner they could; And in like man- 
ner theKing ordered, that the Feaſts 
ſhould be ſet out 1n the moſt Sump- 
tuous and Magnificent Faſhion that 
was poſſible. And then the King 
enjoyned Nicanor,his chiet Phyſitian, 
to bid Dorothea Controuler of the 
Houſe, (as from the Will and Plea- 
ſure of his Majeſty, ) that he ſhould, 
and that with all Diligence, deliver 
out 
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out all things neceſlary for every one 
of the Doors, as well for their Ac- 

; commodation, as for the Furniture 

| of their Lodgings, and that without 
fail.as from the Ordinance and Com- 
mand of the King, which was forth- 
with accompliſhed with great diſpatch 
by many Hands, Conformable to the 
uſage of great Cities, when they pre- 
pareto make great Feaſts and publick 
Banquetting, whenas there are ſele(- 
ed Officers that are appointed to fur- 
niſh every one according to his Poſt 
and Station : Such _ Ip 
the Appointments of the Nure © 

| lem who was not want- good Sb 
ingto afhſt in Perſon,and 
his People, to ſpeak Truth,were ſuch 
as ſpared for no Labour or Pains to 
execute his Orders ;for with all Ala- 
crity and Cheerfulneſs they provided 
whatever was neceſlary and requiſite, 
putting in execution what the Kin 
required , with glad and chearful 

, Hearts, Thus was the Kings Will ex- 

atly 


Fn, 3 


— — 


_—— 


2 3 
4 LES PO = 2 
. ” 


o Mi. = » as —_ _. 


C 
| 
| : 
." 
= 
: : 
: » 
My =—_- 
. # , , 
* © 
LT 
a © , 
©'* : + 
Tt p F-1 a 
i. w © 
7 
» 
+ . ©& 
* 
: . 
| hs + Ih 
= 
: 
'T 
Y 
«1 
By - 
. Is } 
\p 
+ 
: oF o 
FU HY 
A . 
mn q » 
n E 4 
| þ 
i b; < 
9» : . 
.F. - a 
& 2 4 
S 
i D 
» 
« ” 
* « 
c 
: # 
#4 
FF 2 
: [2 
Fs * 
5: = 
My ” 
Z 
vi; 
as 
Sz 
- 
- 
NF 
s. 
5 
S 3 - 
” : | 
: 
| ; þ l 
: : , 


ne 
ko 


* <4 . - 
> - - -—_— — OS 


94. The Hiſtory 


attly and freely comply'd with, in this 
and all other Regards whatever. 
For Dorothea was very Franck and 
Bountiful, and very Induſtrious in th 
his Charge and Employment, which [th 
was principally to havea due regard ih 
to the accommodating theſe great and | ty 


venerable Men, not employing what la 


had been formerly Allotted to ſuch 
Uſes,but freſh and valuable Stuffs,ſpa- |... 
ring nothing that was in his Power. Ki 

He afligned every one of them his El 
Couch of Eaſe, beſides his Bed, with th; 
fair Carpets, as the King had com- fo 
manded. Moreover,the King required le 
the half of them ſhould be placed and Þ*; 
ſeated at the Table, ſo as that they 
might front his Perſon, and the other 
halfdiſtributed on each ide his Chair |, 
of State: Omitting nothing whichany 
way might do themHonour,or contri- *”* 
bure to their utmoſt Content and Sa- 4 
tisfa&tion. [9205 

After the Seats of the Table were 


t 
{ 
ſu 


duly fixed and proportionedfor each; | | 
the Kings command to Dorothea was, Put 
that 
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| that all thoſe who came from Judea, 
ſhould have Victuals diſtributed, and 
ſuch as they Afﬀedt,after the Uſage of 
their Country, and Appointment of 
their Law 3 Nevertheleſs, that they 
ſhould want for no Plenty or Varie- 
| ty; as alſo for performing their Ob- 
| | lations, Vows, and Sacrifices, accord- 
Ing to the Cuſtom of their Nation. 
| After all theſe Ceremonies, the 
| King befought one of them, named 
. |Eleazar, the moſt Aged of all thofe 
, |that came with us, to make his Ori- 
_ ſons. Who, as he was very Venera- 
1 ble, being then riſen from his Seatg 
1 began in this manner. 


The Prayer of Eleazar. 


Ged Almighty fill thee,O King,with 
all Goodneſs, and give Grace tothy Wife, 
and to thy Children, and that thy plen- 
_ ty may be Permanent, without Altera- 
' \tion or Change, all the courſe of thy 

Life, and theirs. 

2 | Hardly had he ended this Prayer; 
; but there followed a Noiſe and Ac- 
« | clamation 


r 
r 
| 
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clamation of Joy, with a pleaſant 1 
Murmur and Applauſe, that laſted a ith 
pretty while. | 

All things being thus diſpoſed and || 
mw for Jollity, all rhe Compa- 410 
ny betook themſelves to make good 
Chear, and thoſe who waited on the} - 
Table, repaired readily to their ſeve- | 
ral Poſts, which the Controuler had 
given themin Charge. Amongſt thoſe F 
The Cuſtom Who ſerved at the Table, |< - 
of Egypt was were the Children of the | 


- King,and all the moſt con- 
ſiderable Peers and Lords. 


The Anſwers of the Jewiſh Elders, to 
the Queſtions propounded by King Þ"3 
Ptolomeus Philadelphus. 


Hen the time came, and af} 
fit Opportunity offered for | 
Diſcourſe, the King, by certain Pau- 
fes, began to ask them one by one 1n |® 
order,ſeveral Queſtions, as they were 
marſhall'd at his Table according to 
Seniority : To him therefore” that | 
Was | 
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was ſet uppermoſt,he made this Que- 
ition, : 


Firſt Queſtion. 


[iow be ſhould conſerve his Kingdom 
entire and ſafe to the end# 


\ The Reſolution. 


; Fter the DoQor had a little ſtu. 
died, he anſwered, You ſhall 
(great King) diſpoſe the Eſtate of 
. Four Kingdom well and wiſely, it in- 
ll, and by all, yon propoſe to your” 
elt the Example of the Benignity and ' 
, Indulgence of God for your Imitati- ' 
nz uſing Patience and Gentlenels; - 
ailing 'to Honour | thoſe .that: are 
Vorthy, 'and bringing: doww-the / 
aughty: and ambitious proud Spirits 

o Repentance, and a true. Senſe of 
hemſelves, by giving them due Ex- 

mple of Humanity, Afability, and 

irneſs of Accels. To the other. 


t F , Se- 
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Second” Queſtion. 


How he might bring all things juſtly 
to a fair Iſſue? 


The Reſolution. 


F in all things (anſwered' he, great | 

King) you have your Eyes open, | : 
and Thoughts fixt upon your Adi-| a 
ons, watching over your {elf 1n all | p 
things, you will do nothing that c 
will not be-well done; and 1f; you f 1: 
conlider, that: a true Senſe of our} d 
ſelves. and rigkt Reaſon, is no other | th 
than the Gift of God,” of whom we|L 
always ought to. have the Fear before ar 
our. Eyes, and; prefent to: all. our 


Operations, for that is the-means ne- 
ver to. go aſtray, To the other; 


Third 


rd 


cited' to' it by' confiderin 
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TY Third Queftiot/' i 
How be frojdld' Bave Friehllsy agyetable 

+ fobimf? _ 
_ The Reſolution;' - | 
F oy kno ( Ottat King) that 
] yott'have no-Thoughts but What 
arE eriployed upon that whiett is juſt 
and' profitable, and coriducing to the 
publick, Good; and thit/yor-ate ex- 
ie kw GL 

ſuppliesthe Waritsof Marikind, pro: 
ding Suſteriarice' for the Neceſiriesof 
the Body, atid® for the Neteflitits of 
Life; bodily Health, and other Gifts 
and Abflities. RES. 

Fourth Queſtion: / ' 
(How he ſhould* arquire' att cortſerve a 
ſolid Reputation in expediting of 
Aﬀairs, in doing Publick Juſtice, 
and puniſhing Offenders 8 
| The Reſolution. 


% 
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AT 


| 
| 
T 


and Equity requires, indifferent 


i you carry your {elf as Reaſon 
2 to 
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to every ones Right 3 and if you | 


proceed not. againſt MalefaQors ac- 


cording to-youruncantroulable Pow- | 


er, or with Partiality.z You may get 
Knowledge in this Point if you bear 
in Mind the Providence and wile 
Diſpoſal of God, who granteth the 
. Requeſts and Petitions of thoſe are 
worthy; and to the Malefa&ors and 
Vicious, he ſhews them, that he de- 
nies nothing but what is hurtful, and 
which appears ſuch by their own Ex- 
perience, or by the Admonitions 


and Terrors of Dreams: alſo he pu- | 


niſheth not the Sins of Men neither 
in proportion to their great Deme- 
rits, nor to his Almighty Power, 
but rather courts their Amendment, 
ſweetly winning them by nild and 
ventle Methods. To the other. 


Fifth 
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Fifth Queſtion. 
What he ſhould do to be invincible 


in War 2 
The Reſolution. 


F you put not your Truſt in your 
warlike Preparations, nor in your 
own Strength 3 but 1t you call upon 


thing but what is juſt, then will he 
diret and conduct your Counſels 
and Forces. To the other, 


| God inceſlantly to aſſiſt you in no- 


Sixth Queſtion. 


| By what means he may make himſelf 
formidable to his Enemies £ 


The Reſolution. 


F you be provided of good Artil- 
lery, and well diſciplin'd, and 
have due regard to your Stores and 
Proviſions z nevertheleſs that you 


E.. keep 
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keep not your Eye wholly on your 
Preparations, but raj{e it above them 
to God, who pulls back his Arm be- 
fore he ſtretches it qut, and .then 
exerts 1t to our greater Dread and 
Amazement. To the other. 


Seventh Queſtion. 


What thing may be to him __ advan- 
tageows and beſt in this Life # 


The Reſqlution, 


Hat is, Great King, to have a| 


conſtant Apprehenſion that 
God 1s the Sovereign Ruler of all 
Men ; for we have not the Power of 
our ſelves to addreſs our Counſels to 
worthy Ends; but it is God who 
ruleth over all things, that conduds 
and crowns with Perfe&tion the 
Events of Humane Afﬀairs. To the 
other. 
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Eighth Queſtion. 


By what means he might keep his 
Treaſure without Diminution, and 
leave it un-impaired to his Chil 
dren £ 


The Reſolution. 


F inceſſantly you pray to God 

. (great King) that he will give you 
dvice and good Underſtand- 

og m what you ito continually ne- 
gotiatingz and that you command 
our Children not to boaſt them- 
elves, or grow proud either of 
Riches or Honour 3 but that they 


| acknowledge and perſwade them- 


ſelves that God hath beſtowed all 
that they have, and what they enjoy 
1s from his free Gift and Bounty ; 
and that-for their part, they poſes 
nothing which proceedeth from 
themſelves. To the other. 


E 4. Ninth. 
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Ninth Queſtion. 


By what means he may bear patiently 
good and evil Fortune. 


'The Reſolution. 


F you conſider with your fel 
( Great King) that all Mankind 
are created of God, ſubject to this 
Lot, to be afflicted with great Mis- 


fortunes in the Beginning, and after 
to arrive at Proſperity, and fo to| 
thare good and 1ll Fortune alterna-| : 
tively. For there is no man in this| 
World that is not ſubje& to ſuch 
Variety, or 1s priviledg'd from it.| 
But it 1s requiſite you pray to God| 


that he will be pleaſed of his free 


Goodneſs to reduce your Kingdom 


co Tranquility, 

The King then approving this 
Reaſon, faid, tnat they had anſwer- 
ed all well and pertinently. But at- 
ter (ſaid he) I have made one De- 
mand yet more, I will leave quelti- 


oning,| 


'F, 
"t 
11 
i} 
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' oning, becauſe we may return to 
| our Rejoycing, paſſing the reſt of 
this day 1n Jollity ; and fix days 
hence we will bethink our ſelves of 
ſuch Queſtions as we intermit at pre= 
tent, And fo he put forth this Que+ 
{tion to an other. 


ly 


el 

nd Tenth Queſtion. 

a What is the end of Magnanimity jo 
TI The Reſolution, 

na-| Tis to be content when there \125- 
= pens croſs Accidents after you 


2M have provided good Counſel to ar- 
It. rive at the end of your Afﬀeairs; tor 
od | God giveth good Succeſs to Negor- 
TEE ations that are conducted by goo! 
om! and proper Counſel. 

| This Anſwer was recerv'd wt! 
this) Acclamations and Applauſes by 51! 
er-)the Afﬀhiſtants. And the King turn- 
at-)ing himſelf towards the Philoſopt-r 
De-{which were there in ſome number ; 
*(ti-] Tam (aid he) of Opinion, tha: 
ing] the: 
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theſe Men are excellently skil}d in | 
Vertue, and that they have great | 
Experience 1n all things, being they 
have ſo readily and pertimently, up- 
on the ſudden, an{wered: to ſuch 
high Queſtions, (til! founding their 
Speeches always in God. 

Then a Philoſopher named Mexe- 
elemus Erctrienſis, anſwered the King 
in this Manner : Truly Sir, conſider- 
ing that Man 1s a Divine Work, 
which one may know by the Fabrick | 
of the whole World ; it 1s a thing 
well-beſeernng and reaſonably fit- 
ting, that we begin with God, and 
refolve into him all the force of onr 
Diſcourſe. The King approving his 
Speech, all the Company betook 
them to make chear and to Jollity : 
and ſo the Feaſt laſted till Night with 
great Mirth and Recreation. 

Upon the moxrow the Tables 
were diſpoſed in the ſame order, and 
the Banquet continued. And when 
occaſion to make Interrogatories was 


preſented, the King began to ad-' 
dreſs 
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| drefs his Countenahceto thoſe, who 
' In the Rank of Anſwering,were next 


to thoſe that the former day had 
been queſtioned, beginfing at the 
Eleventh, ſucceeding Ten precedent. 


Eleventh Queſtioh.. 


lVhat is the means to Rule well, and 
Govertt a Kingdom happily 2 
The Reloltion. 

Hat is, firſt to rule your ſelf 
well, and not fiffer your ſelf 

to be tranſported: through ſelf-Opi- 
nion by means of the Aﬀuence of 
worldly Riches and Honour 3 and 
not to aim at any thing by Oppreſ- 
fion, or againſt Right, through an 


imperious Arinoyance: which if you: 


conſider duely (Great King) and 
weigh well in your Mind, eſteeming 


all things as they juſtly are 3 you 


will reckon all that you poſleſs as if 
it were nothing. Think alfo that 
God 1s full of all Goodneſs, and ſtands 


not 
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not in need of any thing : Which ' 
Thought you ought to fix deep in 
your Mind as firmly as your Humane 
Spirit can contain it; and not too 
paſtonately to covet over-flowing 
Abundance of worldly Greatneſs and 
Riches, as thinking thereby to Reign | 
better. To the other. 


Twcltth Queſtion- 


How he ought to make choice of the 
beſt things 2 


| The Reſolution. 


 o you have regard always to what 
1s Juſt and Equitable 3 and if you 
eſteem things unjuſt and wicked to 
be other than Privation of Life : for 
God hath ordained great and abun- 
dant Goodneſs for juſt Men. To 
the other. 


'Thir- 
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i 5 & we vt 


\& 


of the Septuagint. 09 


Thirteenth Queſtion. 


How I may avoid the Uneaſineſs that 
many times proceeds from Dreams 2 


The Reſolution. 


OU ask me, Great King, a 
moſt nice Queſtion ; for ſuch 
things as diſcompole the Mind are 
out of Rule, fince we are ſometimes 
led by our Senſes, ariſing either from 
what hath paſt, or from the Objects 
preſenting themſelves to our view. 
Whence many times we fancy 1n our 
Dreams, we are failing upon the Sea, 
or are paſſing over Rivers; many 
times that we fly aloft with Wings, 
ſoaring from place to place, and fuch 
like things as are ridiculous even to 
waking Thoughts. Moreover, things 
to which we have great Appetite 
and Deſire, diſturb our Fantafie in 
Dreams. 
Wherefore, Great King, I am of 
Opinion, that with all your Might, 
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in all you ſay and do, your Intentt- 
on {hould be purely addrefled to Pi- 
ety and Holineſs, to the end, that per- 
ſevering in that manner, you may be 
euided- and. fortified on all ſides with | 
Vertue, and ſo ſhew your ſelf impene- 
trable to all Senſuality. And on the 0- 
ther ſide,that you never take by force 
from another what to him belongs of 
Rightz becauſe the things wheretn 
we moſt engage and employ ont 
ſelves waking, commonly appear in 
Phaneomes tous again in our Drearns, 
mftimnated into our Fanlies by the 
Appetites and Inclinations we had to 
them : but when you level all your 
Afﬀe&ions, Operations, and Affairs 
at the Mark of Virtue and Honeſty, 
then fleeping and waking you will. 
be at eake. To the other. 
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Fourteenth Queſtian. 


| By what means he ſhould do nothing 


indecent ly £ 


'The Reſolution. 


FF in all things you conſider what 
appertains to your Degree, and 
what 1s in your Power ; to the end 
there fall not from you any thing 
unbecoming your Royal Dignity, et- 
ther m Word or Deed: you mutt 
alſo bear in mind, that all your Sub- 
jects are diſcourſi ing ſtill of you, 
jadging all your Steps, and cenſu- 
ring your Courſes. Further, confi- 
der how you are expoſed to Flatter- 
ers, who: dive into your very 
Thoughts upon every Change of 
your Countenance and Carriage, 
from which they will make uſe 
for their own ends : but in this, 
Great King, you may well under. 
ftand how to demean your ſelf, not 
fabmitting your Ear to any Perſon 
that 
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that may charm you with his Syren Y 


Flattery, or diſguiſe the Truth by 
Diſltmulation 3 ſince God hath en- 
dowed you with great Afﬀability of 
Behaviour, accompanied with Gravi- 
ty and Diſpatch, 

The King then recerved this Anſwer } 
with great Joy and Applauſe, and 
gave all the Company leave to ſeek 
their Repoſe, to prepare themſelves 
for meeting at the Feaſt the day fol- 
lowing, which was ordered as the 
former. They being met, and the 
time preſenting it (clt for Diſcourſe, 
as before, the King made this Que- 
ſtion to the firſt of thoſe that *had 
not yet ſpoken. 


Fifteenth Queſtion.. 


What thing is moſt difficult for 
a King? 


The Reſolution. 


Hat 1s, to Command Himſelf, 
and not to- permit himſelf to be 


pre” 


of the Septuagint. I13 


prevailed upon by any exorbitant 
Appetites or Paſſions : for all Men 
have a certain Bent'of Inclination by 
which they many times permit them- 
ſelves to be led according as their 
Genius leads them, ſome to Banquets 
and Riot, others to Paſtimes and 
Pleaſures, wherein the greateſt part 
of the Multitude are immerc'd: -But 
Kings ſhould have their Thoughts 
more elevated, as being excited by 
great Honour and Glory to frame 
their Aﬀtions to Conquelts, and de- 
ſign the taking of Cities and redu- 
cing of Nations. Nevertheleſs, it is 
very commendable to keep a mean, 
__ to conſerve carefully what God 
| hath and ſhall give you, and not (6 
| much to affe& what 1s ont of reaſon 


To the other. 


Place. 


What 


or unworthy the high Glory of your 
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Sixtcenth Queſtion. 


What means he hath to avoid the Ex- 
vy of Any £ 
The Reſolution. 
FF before all things you bear in 


mind, that Riches, Honour, and 
Greatneſs, are the Gifts of God to 
Kings, of which no Perſon hath true 
right to: diſpoſe. Wherefore, if any 
aim to partake of this gJorious Pre- 
ropative to be nn-envied, he will ne- 
ver obtain his end, 'for it is the gift 
of God alone. To the other. 


Seyenteenth Queſtion. 


What he ought to do to oblige his 


Enemies £ 


The Refolurion. 


F you become gracious and favou- 
[| rable towards all bountiful Per- 


ſons, without particular Reſpe& of 


any : 


As Gwnflc a 4 + "TK a ms 


of the Septuagint. I15 
any: likewiſe in what you receive 
from others, not te ſhew..,your (elf 
ingrateful to the Services and good 
Othces you have received from them, 
for that is a ſign of the Grace of God. 
To the other. 


Eighteenth Queſtion. 


How he may continue in Glory and 
Honour e 


The Reſolatiqn. 
| TF towards others, and above all 
others, you excell in Bounty and 
Magmficence, accompanying. the 
ſame with a good Grace, never will 
Glory and Honour abandon you: and 
it behoveth you ſtill to pray to God: 
that ſuch Vertues may perpetually 


aſſiſt you. To the other. 
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Nmeteenth Queſtion. 


To what Perſons he ſhould diſpence 


Honour £ 


The Reſolution. 


Hey commonly judge (Great 
| King) that we ought to diſ- 
| penſe Honour where we el- 
pecially love: but for iy part I am 
of Opinion,: that we ought to dif- 
pence all we can to the Envious, and 
to wm and bountiful to them, 
according to the utmoſt of our Pow- 
er: to the end, that by ſuch means 
they may be induced and won to do 
what is good and profitable 3 in 
which Choice of our Favours, we 
muſt implore the Aid of God, who 
inſpireth the Underſtanding, to the 


end he may accompliſh in us this 
Perfe&ion. To the other, 


T wen- 


"oi &S a ad nated MO i I hood 
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\. Twenticth Queſtion. 
What Perſons he ought to gratific £ 


The Reſolution. 
| Fe and Mother (Great King ) 


before.all:Perſons: for God hath 
annexed a great Commandment to 
the Duty we owe to our Father and 
Mother; allowing after but a ſecond 
place to Friends, whom he hath fſtr- 
led proportionible in Nature. Fur- 
ther, I eſteem it ( Great King )-no 
{ſmall Happineſs, that you engage all 
the World to love you. To the 
other. 4} | 


i 2 
| 'One-and twentieth Queſtion. Se 


VV hat is more worthy than Beauty FA 


| The Reſolution. 


"Hat 1s Piety, for _— is 4 | 
Beauty excelling: all ther 


and its Force conſiſteth in 
Cha- 


F138 The Fifloyy '- 

Charity, which is a Gift -of God, 
which you have, and with it you 
will inherit all Vertue and all- that 1s 
good. To the other. 


2 


T wo and twentieth Queſtion. 
By what preans owe miry recover Great- | 
deſs-ana:Glor pi.once loſt. 


The Reſolution! 


"\Hat is 'CGreat' King”) if you 
are full of Benigrity, . Aﬀa- 
© bility, ard- gracious to; all 
the World ( which' are things charm: | 
ig atid attrafting the Love of the 
People, it is hard it you loſe your 
Greatneſs.. On the other ſide, great 
Preparatiotis for War give great A(- 
ſurance: but thoſewho fa}l-iritoſach 
Accidents, it 1s neceſlary that they | 
abſtain from- what' occaſioned them | 
to fall into ſuch Inconveniences:.and- | 
thericeforwatd'they” acquire” Frierlds 
by:gtving theniſefves to-the Exerciſe | 
of Juftice and Equity ; for good 

Works : 
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| Works are the Gifts of God. To 
* | the other. 
_ Three and twentieth Queſtion. 
How he may live without Anxiety E 


The Reſolution. 


-| 
F you wrong no Man, and relieve 
' | every one, doing Juſtice to all the 
World: for from fo- doing we rea 
1z'þ fuch pleaſant Fruits: as we. ſhall al- 
- | ways live pleaſantly. Nevertheleſs, 
11 | we qught to.crave of God, that what 
- || Accidents happen contrary to Expe- 


- Ration, bring us. no Damage, as 
| ||Death,, Sickneſles, and ſuch like iIn- 
ax | conveniences, which can. do-you no 
f | harm if you are full of Piety. Ta@rhe 


dy .- ER. Four 
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Four and Twentieth Queſtion: 


What thing in this World is worthy 
the greateſt Honour £2 


The Reſolution. 


"Hat is, to ſerve God ; not fo 
much with Sacrifices or Ob- | 


lations, as with a pure Heart 
and a f{incere Conſcience, and to 
conform your ſelf'to the Obedience 


of a'fimple and aftive Faith. Which | 
if you do ( Great -King) 1t will | 


firmly imprint this Truth m your 
Heart, Thar all you have done, and 


ſhall do hereafter, will be evident 


and appear to all-the- World: ' 
» Afeer this paſt, the King, with a 


loud Voice, ſaluted them all, afcri- | 


bing to them great Praiſe, as did al- 
ſo the Aſſiſtants; eſpecially the Phi- 
loſophers, who were there preſent, 
and not without Cauſe: For theſe 
Perſons were of great Authority in 
all their Speeches, laying the Foun- 
dations 


x 


j 
\ 
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dations of their Anſwers and Opi- 

ions alwayes in God. This done,the 
King returned to Feaſting and Me- 
ximent. 

Theday following,the Tables were 
covered in the ſamemanner as before, 
and all the Lords as before being 
et at Table, the King taking his Op- 
portunity of Deviſing, began to 1n- 
errogate thoſe who followed the 
bthers 1n the foregoing day of an- 
wering 3 and made this Queſtion. 


ll | The twenty fifth Queſtion. 
d | I would know if Prudence may be 


14 taught £ 
; 
a The Reſolution, 
I 
[- Rudence 1s a certain Dreſs and 
[- Ornament of the Soul, flowing 


t, Fom the Divine Power, having this 
ſe Froperty to embrace what is good, 
n hd to refuſe its contrary. 

ns | G Dix 


l 


. 
4 x 
o 5 
£ vs 
on . y 
. t * 
= 
» LE od 
9, 
4 
"6 b 
* - C " 
: \ k 
Ly [7 o 
Us 
A, 
% s 
Ty A 
i 
bl 
y l . 
4 
Y 
> A 
* E 
* 
5 4 : q 
G = 
1 : 
& { 
£. x . 
F2's , / 
HI » 
/ = 
. 
: , 
* 2 = £ 
$ 4 ; 
[ q 4 
IF 
AT , 
. = 
F = 
ir 
= 
: : 
| pn 
k > 
ot 
TL 
. 
"*u 
: 
q 
: 
' \ 
: 


222 The Hiſtory 


Six and twentieth Queſtion. 


What thing is moſt advantageous| 
for the Health of the Soul 


The Reſolution. 


Hat is Prudence, which no 
can procure or obtain un] 
God diſpoſes his Underſtanding t( 


recelve it. To the other. 


__— —_— _— 
1 4 F — 


Seven and twentieth Queſtion. 


How may one ſufficiently yield 
thanks to their Father and 


L OE ugro— - 
P_ —_ 


ther £ 
| The Reſolution. 
F IF you give them no cauſe of Grif 1 
l in the World, though there J}, 


ſcarce any to be found who can 
iS govern themſelves, excepting G 
F Father of all Light, do illumin 

nl -11.11 Underſtanding to every Adi 
| | CE Verne ID the ocher. 
| Eg 
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Eight and twentieth Queſtion. 


How he might be made covetons to 
hear many things? 


The Reſolution. 


F you conſider ( Great King ) 
how advantageous and profitable 
1s to know every thing Created : 
r by that means proportioning and 
juſting what you have underſtood 
the quality of the times preſent, 

u will have the choice of what 
ill be moſt agreeable and conveni- 
t for you, in which you ought 
wayes to pray unto God, that he 
ill be your Succourer ; for from 
m proceeds all accompliſhment of 


od Works: To the other. 


'< Nine and twentieth Queſtion. 
re What he ſhould do not to violate the 


Ss 


The Reſolution. 


F you were perſwaded that God 


hath inſpired . thoſe who have 
IP C2 eſta- 


4 


_ —_—_ 


US| 


| between them be ſo well knit tc 
*, - ther by the ties of an inviol; 
.. Friendſhip : there is no place left F< 
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eſtabliſhed the Laws, for the Dire&| 


on and Government of the Lives ( 
us Mortals: you will well follow ti 
the other. c 

Thirtieth Queſtion, | 


What Advantage miy accrue to ong 
from Parentage. 


The Reſolution. . 


FDReat King, if we weigh tl | 
Accidents which happen to i 
we ſhall find, when our Parents i: 
into Adverſity, we ſhare with thihi 
therein, and are mutually oppreſÞc 
and .grieved with the greatneſs fc 
their Sorrow. And it there arrive 
ſo any Proſperity and happy Fort 
to them, we are glad, and find t| 
Content and Satisfaction, in wh 
we ſolace our ſelves. And in trut! 
our Parents are ſo well adviſed t! 
they can intermingle their Afﬀ 
amicably together,and that all thi 
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&pny deſire of a Life more happy, nor 

: <s the ſame capable of any addition 

tave only of Continuance,which you 
kre to beg of God. To the other. 


' One and thirtieth Queſtion. 
"P How he might be free from all Feay. 


The Reſolution. 


C | F yonr Conſcience be clear of all 
> iff ſenſe of paſt Guilt, ſetting God al- 
$ (ſFyayes preſent before your Eyes, for 
thithe Guide and Condu&. of all your 
eſÞCounſels tor a: good and happy iflue. 
{s Ko the other.. 

ve 
rt 
| tl 
vb 
at 
] tl 


fl The Reſolution, 
chil 


eo © you ſeriouſly refle& how to the 
Viciſfſitudes of Humane Life all 
e World is expoſed, ſetting often 
G8 before 


3 


Two and thirtieth Queſtion. 


ow be ſhould be readily aſſefted with 
RecolleFion and a due Preſence of 
Mind at all Times 2 | 


Ole 
eſt 
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before your Eyes the admirable Re(f 
volutions that God hath ſent, Howf 
ſomeare raiſed to Riches and Honoulf 
others preſſed with Calamities, an 
Gillen into extream Diſgrace, T 


the other. 


Three and thirtieth Queſtion, 


What Courſe he ought to take and put 
to avoid being immerſed in Se 
ſuality and Ialeneſs. 


The Reſolution. 


6 to you ( Great King) w 
havetheRule of a great King” 
dom, and a multiplicity of Afairs 
manage is feaſible. For in the dif® 
chargeof ſo weighty an Employm 

it 15 impoſſible you ſhould have a 
Leiſure to fix your Imagination u 
on any thing but your Afﬀairs, ſin 
they will take up all your Ti 

It 15 convenient therefore, that y 
be alwayesintent upon your Charg's 
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Re Ind that you pray. to God, to give 
ou Grace to omit nothing, of what 
oy, Foncerns your Employment. To-the 
Sther. 


Four and thirtieth Queſtion. 


By what Signes he may know thoſe 
who. would impoſe upon him? 


The Reſolution, 


F you conſider with your ſelf, what 
Freedom every one uſethin your 
half, whether he hath ever uſed the 


me and ſo.-continueth: the ſame fa- 
jon {til}, to court you out of choice: 
r whether he gives you Counſel 
nly oat of courſe,and that his Con- 
rſation and manner of Life be the 
as before: And whether he hath 
rgot nothing of what the Duty and 
ection which he owes you doth 
uirez Briefly, if his AﬀeCtionsand 
ther Faſhions of Proceeding are va- 
ed; God inſtru your Underſtand- 


*oÞ'g to fore-ſee the Ettect. 
G 4 Then 
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Then the King commended the 
all, calling every one by his name 
whereat all the Aſſiſtants rejoyced}. 
The next day, when the King efpie 
his fit Opportunity 1n the Feaſt, he 
began to Queſtion the reſt, as fol; 
lows. | 


Five and thirtieth Queſtion. |] 
IVhat is the greateſt Negle& in the |þ 


orld. 


The Reſolution. 


T is to take no account of ou 
Children; and not to take dug*< 
care for their Education, to trai 
them up in Vertne, and to form inÞ 
them good Manners and Behaviou 
For in our common Devotions weC 
intreat God not only for our ſelveP! 
but alſo that it would pleaſe him t 
addreſs our Children toall Goodneſs), 
and to impart Wiſdom and Scienc 
to them; which proceeds alſo from 


the Grace of God. To the other. 
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Sjx and thirticth Queſtion. 


ow he ſhould come to be a Lover of 
his Conntrey £ 


The Reſolution. 


1e 


JF you perſwade your ſelf, that it is 
a bappy thing to live and dye at* 
home, and that Travels bring nothing 
ut Folly to the Poor, and Diſho- 
our to the Rich ; ſince moſt men- 
re of Opinion that Travellers have 
cen baniſlvd their Countrey for 
ome Miſcarriage, Debt, or Treſpaſs. 
ut you (great King ) will eafily- 
btain what you demand in doing 
ourlvwell, (as you do) to all the World, 
wator God will give you a-happy iſſue 
vel8n all your juſt Afairs and ACtions. 
1 t<10 the other. 


G5 Seven . 
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| Sevenand thirtieth Queſtion. 


What Conrſe one ought to take, to live 
| agreeably with his Wife? 


The Reſolution. 


[ 


through their being Opiniators grow 
perverſe: Being alſo frail, by reaſon 
of the weakneſs of the Sex, and ſub- 
jet to commit fome Faults ; yet ne- 
vertheleſs it behoveth us to comply 


with them, and to uſe them for our}. 
Advantage, not ftriving with them, ' 


nor contradicting them with a fro- 
ward Spirit 3 for it is neceſlary to 


addreſs our Life to a certain Butt orl 


End, as the Governours and Pilots 
of Ships do in obſerving Land-marks, 


which Steps are all conducted by theſ 


Orderand Providence of our great 
God. To the other, 


—— I 


_ 2. 


=". 4 


What 


['A Lthough ſome kind of Women} 
are nice and troubleſom, and 


VE 
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Eight and thirtieth Queſtion. 


What Conrſe he ſhould take not 
to be deceived 2 


The Reſolution. * 


JF you a in every occaſion ac- 


cording to Reaſon, you will not 
ſufter your ſelf to be lead away by 


the Inſfinuations of DetraQors ; but 


( as you are indowed with a diſ- 


| cerning Spirit _) you will put a dit- 


ference betwixt the Deeds and Say- 
ings of every one. By which means 
you will be out of danger of being 


- circumvented, accompliſhing your de- 
' fires in every Deſign which you ſhall 


lay with aſſured Judgment 3 never- 
theleſs you muſt 1magin, that the skill 
of ordering every Affair, rhe carry- 


' Ing it on, and the event of it, is the 


Work of the Divine Power. To the 
other, | 
Nine 
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' Nine and Thirtieth Queſtion, 


What he ſhould. do to avoid being 
Cholerick. 


The Reſolution. 
JF you confider (Great King ) that 


He on whom the Lives of many de- 


pend, 1s the occaſion of a multitude 
of Deaths 3 when he executeth his 


Will with Fury-and Paſhon, and it 
Is a deteſtable thing to extinguiſh the 


Lives of many out of an Afﬀectation 
of Power : For when Subjects con- 


form themſelves to the Will of the 


Prince, humbly yielding and com- 


plying : What Ground hath he to 
difquiet himſelf, and to enter into- 


Paſhon ?- Moreover, he muſt remem- 
ber, that God, who Guideth and Go- 


verneth the Univerſal World, is no | 


way ſubjet to Wrath, nor heated: 
with Paflion 3 whoſe Example the 
Prince ought to copy in his benign 
and gentle Diſpoſition, Tothe other. 
| Fortieth 


—_ 
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Fortieth Queſtion. 


What thing is that which may well be 
foreſeen by due Precaution. 


The Reſolution. 


7 1s to meaſure all things du- 
ly by the Line and Balance 


them to their intended End-an I(Jue, 


and to reject whatever is unprofita- 


ble and impertinent, as contrary to 
right Reaſon 3 in ſuch fort, as 
ſounding the Intention in every Pro- 
=> come to the head of our 
Afﬀairs, by good Counſel: But the 
Divine Vertue renders all Counſel 
aſſured and firm 3 and Yours princi- 
pally, becauſe you are given to the 
Exerciſe of Piety. To the other. 


of right Reafon 3 and to conduct 
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One and fortieth Queſtion. 


What is it to play the Philoſopher | 
The Reſolution. # 


'T Hat is,well and wiſcly to delibe- 

rate and conſult all things that 
preſent themſelves and happen to us; 
and not to ſuffer our ſelves to be 
ſwayed by our irregular and fond 
Appetite, but to deſpiſe all Vanities 
and Follies ariling from filthy Luft 
and ſordid Lucre; and to be alwayes 
ready to the accomplithment of all | 
good Works, by as good and juſt| 
Meaſuresz which to attain, we ought 
to implore the Aid of God inceſ- 
ſantly. To the other. 


Two and thirtieth Queſtion. 
IV hat is the Royal Vertye of 
Hoſpitality. 
The Reſolution. 

TT is to ſhew ones ſelf not ingrate- 
ful, but bountiful toall the World, 
repaying with increaſe the good turns | 
you 


4» di it. ” on RR *© ) — a——{ AS SK i A 


| 


feed with ſuch as he hath obliged to 


of the Septuagint. 135 


you have received from another ; in 
ſuch fort as you may bear away the 


prize of Courteſie. For God greatly 


; exalteth the humble, bearing great 


Favour and love to thoſe that leflen 
and impoveriſh themfelves liberally 
to raiſe the Vertue of others. To the 
other. 


Three and fortieth Queſtion. 
What Works are of moſt duration ? 


The Reſolution. 


E is eſteemed to do a laſting 
Work, who hath brought to 

paſs a weighty Buſineſs and worthy 
of Regard; and when it is ſuch as 
the Beholders durſt not put their 
hands to it, by reaſon of the Diff- 
culty and Excellency of the Aﬀair ; 
and that he nevertheleſs ſuffers none 
that have laboured 1n it to be unre- 
warded. Not omitting likewiſe, to 


engage 
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engage therein, with all Neceſlaries. |! 
God having regard of all things in |' 


this World enriches men with vari- 
ety of Gifts, allotting to ſome health 


of Body, and of Underſtanding, and | 
many ſuch Goods. Wheretore (Great | 
Kiog ) you,in the 1mitation of God, | 


ought to comfort the Afflicted 3 and: 
to convert their Calamities into So- 
lace and Repoſe, as being aſſured 
that whatever 15done by Juſtice and 
Equity, is moſt- permanent and laſt- 
ing. To the other. 


Four and fortieth Queſtion. 
What is the Fruit of Wiſdom 2 


The Reſolution. 
'T HE Fruit of Wiſdom is, when we 


havecommitted nothing whereof| 


our Conſcience doth knowingly. re- 
proach us, and when we have paſled 
the Courſe of. our Lives Sincerely, 
For by ſuch means (Excellent King) 
there 4s bred in our Mings a very 
great 


COT mrmmmm_—_ 
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|} great SatisfaQtion, and an infinite joy, 


with a pleaſant Complacence. For 
you ( Great King ) can never want 
hope in God,conduGing your Reign 


' 1n true Piety and Religion. Theſe 
' Anſwers heard, all the Afliſtants ex- 
| prefled figns of great Approbation, 


crowned with a chearful Applauſe. 
Then the King graciouſly invited 
themto drink. The Morning after, 
when all the Gompany returned to 
the Table, the King asked the reſt in 


the following manner. 
Five and fortieth Queſtion. 


What Courſe he ſhould take never to be 
elated with Pride £2 


The Reſolution. 


OU will never be ſwelled'nor 
elated with Pride, if you keep 


your ſelf in an equality and modera- 


-|| tion of Spirit, that is to ſay, if upon 
;) || all Occaftions you have this Maxim 
Y}| engraven in your Mind, That you 
at| 


who 
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who bear rule over Men, are no 
more then a Man yourſelf, refle&ing 
alſo with your ſelf, that God infatu- 
ateth the proud and arrogant, and 


raiſeth thoſe who are lowly and | 


humble. To the other. 
Six and fortieth Queſtion, 


What Connſellors he ought to have- 
about him. 


The Reſolution. . 


'T Hey ſhould be your Counſellors 
( Great King ) who have:been 


long exerciſed and verſed in your | 
Affairs, and ſuch as you know bear 


you great Fidelity and Love 3 and 


who know how to conform and ſuit Þ 


themſelves to your Condition : the 
Light of God will diſcover thoſe 


who are worthy ſuch an Employ-- 
ment. To the other. 


Seven 
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Seven and fortieth Queſtion. 
What is moſt Neceſſary to « King? 


The Reſolution. 


'T HE love of his SubjeQs 3 for by 

that means he will make a Bond 
of indiſſoluble good will : For tha 
reſt, God accompliſheth that which 
one chuſeth for the beſt. To the other. 


Eight and fortieth Queſtion. 


| What is the end of a Speech or Oration 


in Pleading? 


The Reſolution. 


T confiſts, after you have propo- 
ſed your Intention, in perſuading 
that your cauſe is good, confutin 
the ObjeQionsof your Adverſary,an 
ſhewing them to be inconſequent, 
worthleſs and impertinent: But the 
main end is to purſue duly the Point 


on every Occaſion, and not to ſtray 


with - 
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with Locutions 3 for the true per- 
ſuaſion is a thing addreſſed from 


God. To the other. 
Nine and fertieth Queſtion. 


How he ſhould accommodate himſelf 
to divers People in one Kingdom. 


The Reſolution. 
FJ \1Oing and adminiſtring Juſtice 
to every one equally 3 and by 


ſo doing you ſhall'Govern and Rule 


them as you liſt: for the reſt, God 
inſpireth men with Power to diſcern 
the right of Kings. To the other. 


Fiftieth Queſtion. 


In what things are we conſtrained to 
be ſorrowful 8 


The Reſolution. 


IN the Calamities and Adverſities of 
our Friends, and moſt, when we | 
fee that ſuch Calamitics are of a long | 
durance, |: 
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durance, and inevitable; and when 
they are therewith ſo attacked, as to 
cauſe them to dye: For in ſuch Griefs 
there is no means how we can take 
oft our Sorrow, (and ifthere were) 
there 1s no poſhble hope of Reme- 
dy, nor any profit to be found againſt 
ſuch Accidents, with which all hu- 
mane kind are ſo grieved. For to 
avoid wholly all Miſchances, is a bu- 
fneſs rather for a Divine Power,then 
a Mortal. To the other. 


One and fiftieth Queſtion. 


Tn what thing a man deprives himſelf 


of Glory and Honour. 
The Reſolution. 


Hen a man becomes untraQa- 

ble, and inacceſſible, by 
fierceneſs and Pride: for then Vitu- 
peration comes upon him, and pri- 
vation of Honour follows him : for 
God, who is the Governour of Glo- 
ry, gives and takes It away, as ſeem- 
eth good to him. To the other. 
Two 
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Two and fiftieth Queſtion. 
What kind of men he ought moſt 


to truſt. 
The Reſolution. 


'T O thoſe who bear you ſuch love, 
that neither Fear, nor Avarice, 
nor Ambition, nor Covetouſneſs, nor 
hope of Lucre, cannot at all have any 
Power to divert. Nevertheleſs, the 
ſhew ofthis Love 1s not eaſily to be 
diſcerned 3 and in the ſame, it is 


needful to have Obſervation a long | 
time, for thoſe who are near to a | 


King, aſpire to make themſelves rich, 
and ſpare no means to get, by his 
Favour, great Profit, and are natu- 


rally Traytors. But God condud | 


( Great King ) your Councel, that 
they may falfiernly ſhew you who 
are thpſe that perfeGtly love you. To 
the other. 


Three 


: 
: 
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Three and fiftieth Queſtion. 


What is that which conſerveth a 
Kingdom? 


The Reſolution. 


T Hat is, that the King take dili-- 
gent care, and give order, that 


thoſe who are in Office, and have 
charge, commit no undue things to 
the prejudice of the People: The 
which you know very well how to 
perform, for ( as it ſeemeth ) God 
hath given you a Spirit very excel- 
lent. To the other. 


Four and fiftieth Queſtion. 


By what means he might keep Grace 
| and Honour £2 


The Reſolution. 


Y Vertue: For ſ{heis the accom- 
pliſhment of all great Works, 


jand trips up the Feet of Vice,as you 
have 


: 
: 
1 


| How in Time. of War he might keej | 
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have long experimented by your ex- |, 
cellent Bounty towards all Perſons :|j 
Which in you 1s a fign of theGift otÞh 
c 
k 


God. To the other. 
Five and fiftieth Queſtion, 


bimelf ſtill in Tranquillity of 
Spirit 2 
The'Reſolution. 


m* you propoſe in your Mind, tof 
g1ve-order that your Lieutenant 
and” Captains commit nothing that is 
Evil; but that they contend by Ver- 
tue one with another for the proo 
of their Vertue,and further,that they| 
have in you a perfe& Confidence}; 
that you will have their Domeſtick|| 
Afﬀairs in a ſingular Reſpect, if 1 
happen that they loſe their Livesfor, 
and 1n your Service 3 By this means 
you ſhall have no Occaſion to be trou- 
bled, diſpoſing all prudently by Di-| 
vine Clemency, which will inſpire. 
you to underſtand all that is good. | h 
King] 


—_— m—_— 
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x-|| King Ptolomy receiving this An- 
S :[{wer with great expreſſions of Joy, 
offwith a chearful Countenance entreat- 
ed them all to drink, ſhewing ex- 
tream Content and Satisfaftion. 

\ The ſeventh Day, the Feaſt was 
eep| prepared more great and more ſump- 
taous than it had hitherto been; be- 
cauſe that many Ambaſladours from 
Cities were arrived there. Then all 
being ſet im their Order, the King 
Ending occaſion to deviſe, asked the 
NtYFr{t of thoſe that had not yet ſpoken 
wh heir Adviſe in this ſame manner. 


wa | Six and [7 Queſtion. 
cy 


ce, [FHow he might be reſolved throughly 
1ck| by Reaſon, and by Arguments 2 


The Reſolution. 


ou F you weigh well the Propofiti- 
Ons which you ſhall hold, and 
"the Perſons which ſpeak, and the 
ubject whereof they treat : and 
that you often inform your {clf, how 

that 


ir 


ing 
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that in divers manners, and by long e 
intervals of time, of the eſtate of theſj 
above ſaid Affairs: For the Bounty 
of the Spirit 1s an extraordinaryſ{ 
Gift of God, by which one may, 
eaſily know and diſcern all things 
To the other. 


Seven and fiftieth Queſtion. 


f! 


W herefore is it that many cannot ol 


proach unto Vertue £ 

as 

The Reſolution. . 

Ecauſe Nature hath Created alſþn 

Humane Creatures ſubject tqpe 

incontinence, and prompt to Volupfig 
tuouſneſs 3 from whence Injuſticy 
and Iniquity 1s ingendred, and Avafi 


riciouſneſs does greatly abound. Buk 
the eſtate of Vertue whoſe Nature if 
fixed on things ſublime, caſts awa; 
all thoſe whom Voluptuouſneſs doth 
cauſe to be alienated from her. Fo | 
ſhe commends before all things, tha 
Juſtice and Magnanimity ſhall bat 
obſerved 
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oh erved, the which God gives, and 
1eſi therefore the principal Author. 
tyfſ'o the other. 

( 
«. Eight and fiftieth Queſtion. 
SW hat is that which Kings ought to 
follow above all things. 


| The Reſolution. 


Hat 1s the Laws: To the end 
that they ruling the lives of 
bjets by juſt and equitable Acts 
jas we have heard you. do.) Great 
ting, you ſnall gain by this means 
alþmortal Memory, if you follow the 

 tqgecepts and Commands of the molt 
upſigh. To the other. 


th j Nine and Fiftieth Queſtion. 


| 


= Who are thoſe that one ought to 
 ele@ for Offices and Ma- 

_ | giſtracies 2 
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Fo | HEY are thoſe that are a- 
thafl verſe to all things unjuſt, and 
| bÞt are imitators of your Actions : 
ed H 2 and 
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and that being drawn with thq 
ſweetneſs of Vertue, purſue ince 
ſantly after good Works, that the 
may attain to Glory and Honour, ti 
which certainly, O Worthy Kiny 
{till following Vertue, you will a 
tain : For God is he that crowneth 
with Honour and Glory glorio 
Juſtice. To the other. Ji 
Y1 
ar 
; 


What Perſons ought one to chooſe(ſ” 
for Captains £ 'L 


The Reſolation. 


"TT Hoſe that do moſt exceed 
Juſtice and Magnanimity, at 

yet have more reſpect to the. Lives| 
Men than to a bloody Vifory : F 
hn God 1s he from whom all Mortf 
w receive infinite Goodneſs, the whif 
04 you ſhall excellently imitate, if yay" 
mt perſiſt in doing good to your 

he i jets. To the other. 


The Sixtieth Queſtion. 
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| 

+4 The One and Sixtieth Queſtion, 

lll Who 3s the Man worthy of 


Wo; Admiration &- 
i | k 
| The Reſolution. 


| 
a Hat is he who doth highly 
ieth abound in Glory and Great- 
,opeſs, is opulent in Riches, -and ſub- 
lime in Puiſſance : yet nevertheleſs 
yields himſelf affable and kind, juſt 
and equitable to every one, as we 
ave heard, Great King, you do; 
of pnd the ſame ſhall make you admired 
by every. -one : For it is God that 
ath engraven this Sollicitude in 
our Heart. To the other. 


| The Two and Sixticth Queſtion. 


, 
N9 


r, alfſ/ hat behoveth his to exerciſe himſelf 
ves in, when he is at leiſure, that he 
«Fl may not thereby be drowned in 


ort Sloth £ * 
yhil The Reſolution, 


f 54FT is neceſſary, with all imagina- 
ble care and diligence to conſ1- 
H 3. der 
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der the Diſcourſe which offer conÞ} 
cerning the form and manner of li}! 
ving: which every one ought conf, 
ſtantly to have before his Eyes. Like} 
wiſe,to bear always in mind,to wha 
end, Property, and Vertue, were al 
things ordained : Becauſe in the ſai. 
Diſcourſe there is much good an 

honeſt paſtime conjoined to the inF' 
creaſe of Knowledge. For among! 
little and vile things, one finds mf 
ny times ſomething that may plea}! 
him to choole and take ; for the ref 
( Great King) it ſeems well to uF 
God hath in a great meaſure ſo fifþ! 
voured you, that you will (till bÞ 
elefting all vertuous behaviour anf- 
kindneſs, by the great honour yoſ" 
bear to the ſtudy of Wiſdom. TF' 
the other. 


of the Septuagint. IS1 
on | The Three and Sixtieth Queſtion. 


iff I» what things ought K ings moſt 
on. to employ their time £ 


il The Reſolution. 
IN the knowledgeof Hiſtories,and 


= in reading Books, which treat of 
anYAffairs, that moſt often preſent them- 
 infel yes to. him : 10 which it 1s needful 
nofÞbat, be imploy much time. It beha- 
mich moreover, that he enquire for 
ea@Fhoſe Writings that teach to con- 
refſerve Kingdams, and to correft the 
, vupaniiess of men -; which to accom- 
) {þliſh with ſuch diligence as you do, 
| Pod will give proſperity to your 
anPeſigns, in which he will grant you 
ye n excellent Glory. far above other 
T = Ta:the other. 


| The Four and Sixtieth Queſtion. 


' What Perſons ought one to invite 
to Banquets 2 


The Reſolution. 
B Ne ought to call thoſe. which 


are deſirous to learn; and 


H 4 thoſe 
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thoſe who often think how the AFP 
fairs of a Kingdom ought to paſs, IP 
and that know how to recount the 
Lives of Princes: for thereisnothingſ® 
more pleaſant, nor more deleCtableÞ- 
then ſuch Company. For they areÞ! 
thoſe that are well inſtituted and in{#? 
ſtructed in the Beauty of Knowledge! 
and have God in high Reverencef 
The which thing it ſeems you do , 
accompliſh well ( Great King ) a l 
one may perceive, 1n that God hathF'* 
been pleaſed to ſend you Proſperi h 
ty and Happineſs in all your Affair? 
To the other. 


The five and Sixtieth Queſtion. 
Which is moſt profitable for the Pei 


ple, either to chooſe over then 4 
King from a private Perſon, or lf 
obey a King that was Son to © 
King £ Jy; 


1 
do 
) 


The Reſolution. Ur 


HE moſt profitable tothe Peo a 
ple is that which is moſt agree 


able with Nature : For although tha a 
ſomd 
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\ [ſome Kings Sons be ſometimes Op- 
( preſfors of the People, yet thoſe 
heſWhich from private Perſons cometo 
noſe exalted to ſach Sublimity and 
egGreatneſs, becauſe they have expe- 
reſſienced Poverty, and endured Ca- 
m Practice and laborious Travels of 
ve private Perſons, they are more cru- 
?.f! then bloody Tyrants, and Rule 
4, their Subjes by force and intolera- 
ple Violence. Wherefore the Ordi- 
chance received and accuſtomed, and 
he common fafhion -of doing, is 
nuch' more ſure; and far better for - 
overnment, that 1t come from the 
ing by Succeſſion, from-Father to - 
Son, as it 1s with you (Worthy and 
reatKing: ) for your Greatnefs and 
, Excellency confiſteth not ſo muchin | 
- Honours, Glory, and great Domina- 
, (on, as in Clemency and Benignity. 
ſhe which '( by a Gift from God ) 
fraweth and attra&teth*the Hearts of 
all Perſons-to love you. - The Kmg 
"Faccepted this Anſwer with Praiſe,and 
ch uarn'd himfelftowards the laſt, ſaying, 
1 Hs The.. 


»mg 
' 
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The ſix and fixtieth Queſtion. 


What is moſt profitable to a Kingdom} 


The Reſolution. 


| 

FT xt ts, to hold and manta ty 
- People in Peace; and to giv 
order that Snits and Proceſs of Layf 
ſhould be immediately and withouf 
delay adjudged definitively for ſuc | 
things are executed when the Prind 
hateth the wicked, and ſheweth Faſf- 
vour and Kindneſs to good and hd, 
neſt Men, and ſuch as be vertuous 
and.that he efteems it a great thin; 
to have ſayed the Life of one of hi 
Subjects: as we have been informed 
you do ( Great King ) that abhor 
all Murderers, diſpoſing and ten 
Pering all by Juſtice: In which yo” 
adorn to Eternity the Greatneſs « 
your Deeds; God having 1nſpire 
yon with a Soul free from all foul 
neſs of Vice, and illuſtrated the ſam 
with molt exce]tent Vertue. 


a 
* an s V 


Aſte 
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' A Fter thefe Anſwers, there aroſe 
a great Noiſe of Congratulati- 
Pons and Applauſes with an exceſfive 
_ Acclamation, and the whole 
th4{Hall-was full of joyful Shouts, Th 
ing then commanding filence, and 
"a8aking his Cup, invited them all to 
oufÞrink: then addreffing his Spcechto- 
5 8 1e-faid-Doftors, pronounced theſe 
:ncv ords 1n the preſence of all the Af 
F,embly. I repute this day (my Ma- 
holſter ) to be to me moſt happy by your 
elf reſerces , for” your Anſwers have 
nr ought to me moſt great Profit and 
> HP ſtrufion. for the Government. of my 
nedll'f 42d my Kingdom. 1 
\orfl Thus all being ended, be ordained 
.emiiat to every one of the Dottors 
Should be delivered three Talents of 
! Silver, and by and by gave to every 
ne of them a Page to wait upon- 
em at their Table. So with great 
oritentment to every one, the Feaſt 
Was ended with great Praiſe of the 
Kings Liberality 3 who- above all, 
ſte {hew'd 


014 
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ſhew'd a Countenance of receiving 
the greateſt Satisfaftion. and' molt} 
joyful content. 1 


Have been: hitherto: Ph3loer ates, 

thus prolix- in the recital of the 
Buſineſs, which F have done, for the 
great eſteem I'have had- of ſuch men, 
and of their Wiſdom: marvelling-ath 
the readineſs of their Anſwers,. being 
fo pertinent to that which was pro 
poſed: to- them upon the ſudden | 
fhewing ſuch Elegance in theirf} | 
Speech, as if theſe Queſtions had 
been long -time in premeditation : 
and that he who propoſed them, had 
thought of. them long before he def 
manded them: and yet their Anſwery 
to him were found ſo. agreeable, af 
if they had long before conſultedto- 
gether about them. Wherefore 1t 1s 
no wonder that. they: ſeem admiraf}/ 
ble, not to me only, but to. the| 
Phyloſophers alſo, and to all- then] 


that were- preſent, aſſuring you that| 


of the Septuagint. 57 
{ ſach things are more hard to believe 
than one would imagine, 10 which 
| I will not wonder, if the Faith of 
| the Readers be vanquiſhed : For my 
| part, What occaſion have I to add 
Dreams or Falfities, ſeeing that all 
which I have Wrnten, is to be found 
| in the Regiſters. of the King, where 
' It is held. the greateſt of Crimes, to 
| find any, untruth in the leaſt.thing, 
| of the World. : 
{ .. I aflure you then, that this Reci- 
1:Þ tation 1s moſt true, containing the 
i-Þ Diſcourſe -of all the things as they 
| have paſſed in; verity, .withqut.mix- 
ture of any;Errour3,for. to:this end, 
that I might beſt know the:truth, I 
# have uſed this Diligence to ſearch 
publick Regiſters, where we may ſee 
recited. the Banquets and Feaſts, to- 
gether with- the, Interrogations alſo 
of the King, and the Anſwers which 
{ were given him, and all even Word 
| for Word ; from whence I have bor- 
| rowed what Lhave here Written. For 


you know it hath been the cuſtom 
| to 
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to Regiſter and Inroul all that hath 
: 3 been done _ ſaid, 
Reviſter whar ©VErY day from the 
bs yarebbrr i time that the King be- 
and anſvered tt" af to give Audience, 
Pe BODE unto theticne He went 
| to Bed, "without o- 
mitting any thing that hedid, or was 
ſaid to his Majeſty : A eourſe truly, 

very profitable and well-inſtituted': 
For by that means the regiſbred Ads 
of the precedent day being read,' if 
any thing were omitted if what the 
King had” faid or-done, there might 

be Opportunity of-amendmerft.- 

Therefore, after I had diy ntly 
ſearched the Day Book of the King, 
I have colleQed theſame for you, here 
Dy Writing, as afore-ſaid; Well 
knowing © the* extraordinary great 
deſire oa have to underſtand” all 


remarkable Occurrences. 


The 


of the S eptuagint. 159 


' The means uſed by the 72 Do@ors,in 


their Interpreting, or In ſlating 
the Law. | 


0 dayes after theſe Feaſts and 
Diſputes were ended, Demetr:- 


ws conducted all theſe Doctors to- 


wards the Sea, into an Iſle; and en- 
tring upon a Bank, paſſed a Bridg 
which led towards the North, where 
the place defigned for this Aſſembly 
was, and where they ſhould hold 
their Conference for their Interpre- 
tation of the Law. 

It was a Houſe of Pleaſant Scitu- 


| ation, and moſt magnificent, upon 
| the Banks of the Sea, very ſtately 


and curiouſly decked and trimmed : 
where, above all Conveniencies,there 
was great ſilence for the tranquility 
of the Spirit, and repoſe of the Un- 
derſtanding. Moreover, there was 
all things neceflary for Life, care- 
fulty provided and prepared with 
great convenience and eaſe. 


In 
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In this place Demetrius entreatel | 
them they would diſpoſe themſelves 
to the Interpretation of the Law, in 
which they began to proceed, dil- 
puting, and conferring together of 
every thing, untill they came all to | 
one general accord and. conſent, to || 
reſolve in a. true ſence adviſedly. 
The which done, they ſet down in 
Writing, that which . was by them 
{o compoſed and reduced into good 
order, the moſt learnedly, and the 
moſt eloquently that they could, by 
the Advice and Counſell of all, they 
put it apart, that the ſame might af- 
terwards be put. into the Hands of 
Demetrius. 

Their Colloquies and Conferences | 
laſted from the Morning untill nine 
of the Clock,and ſo riſing from theſe 
Diſputes, - they went to take Recre- 
ation and Air for their Health, after 
all things were ſumptuouſly admini- 
ſtred unto them... For Dorothea, who 
had the ſame in charge, was therein | 


1o. carefyl, that there was nothing 


made |: 


but every day they had as much of 
the ſame to every (ingle Perfon, and 
he would once the day come to vi- 


| fit them with courtſhip in his own 


proper Perſon, and they ſometimes 


' went to ſalute the King with great 


Reverence,and fo return'd to privacy. 

Every Morning it was their Cu- 
ſtom to make their Prayers to God, 
after they had waſh'd their Handsin 
the Sea, as the Jews. cuſtomarily uſe 
Lavations, and then retir'd to their 
Readings and Interpretations. 

| was ſo bold to ask them why 
they ſo waſhed their Hands before 
they made their Prayers ? to which 


\ demand they made this Anſwer - 


that this waſhing of the hands did ad- 
moniſh them to donothing wicked- 
ly, but to devote all their Actions 


to Piety, and Sandtity : becauſe that 


all the Works they did with their 


: Hands might be effected according 
- to Juſtice, Truth, and Cleannels, as 
| wehave before ſaid. 


To 
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! made ready for the Kings Perſon, 
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To conclude, theſe Perſonages be: 


ing in ſuch Serenity of Air, Beauty 
of dwelling, Tranquility of Silence, 
Pleaſantneſs of Repoſe, and Roy- 
al Entertainment,finiſhed the Work 


undertaken : and,which 1s a note of 


Admiration, ( they had ſo expreſly 
ordered it among themſelves) and tol- 
lowed it withſuch careand diligence, 
that the Interpretation ofthe Law 
was fully finiſhed inthe ſpace of 72 
Dayes. Demetrius then ſeeing the 
Tranſlation and Interpretation of the 
Law was ſo well and happily brought 
to 'an -end, | uſed means that the 
multitude ofthe Jews, then being in 
Egypt, might be convocated to the 
place where the Work was then per- 
feed : to whom he ſhewed how all 
things had beendone, beginning with 
all Circumſtances of the Enterprize, 
and all in the preſence of the Inter- 
preters. To the King all the Mul- 
titude attributed great Praiſe, 'and 
gave infinite thanks, for being the 
mediate cauſe of ſo important a good, 
and 


| Proclamation made 
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and a benefit of ſuch excellency : 
Likewiſe they ſhared a part of the 
Honour to Demetrius, 1ntreating 
him to ſhew them that Favour as to 
have a Copy for their Princes, for 


| to have their Advice, and to delibe- 


rate upon the Profit or Damage 
that might ariſe upon the ſame. 

In this ſort was the Law review- 
ed,re-known,and received in the al- 
ſembly of the Princes of the Jews, 
and of the Multitude, and ofthe Am- 
baſſadors of Towns. And upon 

( the — 
two DoGtors being preſent) that a 
was well and holily Tranſlated, and 
done after a moſt exquiſite manner : 
It was provided that nothing thereof 
ſhould be changed, and that all 
things ſhould remain in the fame 
eſtate without alteration of the leaſt 


| thing or tittle, 


As the Tranſlation was thus ap- 
proved of all, and the Decree made 
for the ratification of the ſame ; De- 


metrius commanded that according 
to 
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to their cuſtom, they ſhould make | 


Imprecations and Maledictions a- 
gainſt thoſe which ſhould undertake 
or ſhould preſume to add any thing 
thereto, or to transferr it other- 
wayes by changing, etfacing, or or- 


dering any thing whatſoever it were, | | 


unto that which' was ſo perfealy 
now written. And when all was 
perfected and accompliſhed 1n this 
manner, he adjured the Jews to 


hold, keep, and preſerve it invio-| 


lably for ever :. the-which they pro- 
miſed to do with great Joy and Ac- 
clamation. 

So Demetrius, finding himſelf 


greatly ſatisfied , eſpecially be-| 


cauſe he had been a great Con- 
dufor of the Work : and that he 
had given to the King fuch- Content 
in the happy execution and accom- 
pliſhment of his charge, and of this 
his Felicity, made great Comple- 
ments to the King. Who having af- 
ter with great Diligence perusd this 


Interpretation, and conſidered the |: 


profun- 


- 


: 
| 
= 

\ 


4 
4 
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profundity of the Sence of the Law- 
maker, which he admired with an 
aſtoniſhed regard : he ſaid to De- 
metrius, How comes it to pals that 
none of the Poets or Hiſtorians have 


> put their Hands to this Law, be- 


ing it is a thing of ſo high and per- 
tet Excellency ? To which Deme- 
trius anſwered, that no body never 
durſt touch it, as well for the re- 


- verence of the ſame, as alſo that 


God had forbidden it 3; ſo as ſome 
having preſumed to attempt it,have 
been chaſtiſed with Divine Puniſh- 
ment: whereupon they have been 


conſtrained to deſiſt from their en- 


terprize : For, as teſtifieth Theopom- 


| pus, which, by a recital of himſelf, 


ſaith, that preſuming to transferr in- 
to his Hiſtory ſome Secrets of the 
Holy Law, he was afflicted more 
then 3odayes following with a per- 
turbation of his Underſtanding : But 
calling upon God in the Intervals 
and Ceſjations of the moſt vehement 
fits of this his Malady, it was u_ 

| im 


166 The Hiſtory 


him in his ſleep, this Puniſhment 


was ſent him from God, for having 
preſumed to prophane and falſifie 
things Sacred. So by this Viſion he 
was correQed,repented,and perfect- 
ly received his Sences again. 

And, ſaid Demetrius, upon mine 
own knowledge, I affirm, that The- 
odorus a Tragick Poet, willing to 
uſurp ſomething from this Law,there- 
with to enrich his Poehe, loſt his 
fight : Nevertheleſs, adviſing with 
himſelf, and concluding that this his 
Audaciouſneſs was the cauſe of his 
Blindneſs, prayed to God for many 
dayes, whereby he came again to 
Health. 

The King, ſaying that this was 


wiſely ſpoken, adored the Law: | 


Commanding that the Books of the 
ſame ſhould be preſerved the moſt 


curiouſly and carefully that might |þb 


be poſſible : and adviſing with the 


Interpreters, benignely and graci- | 


ouſly prayed them, that when they 
werein Jadea,they would often come 
and ce him, 


Finally, | 


: 
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Finally, he gave order, that they 


ſhould be honourably returned:back 
and conducted into their Country, 
/promiſing them, that how oft ſoever, 
/and when they pleaſed to return, he 
would entertain them. as his princi- 
pal Friends : ſo honoring them with 
fair Preſents according to their Me- 
rits, and commanding that all things 
ſhould be made ready for the diſ- 
patch. of their return, uſing towards 
hem all Royal Magnificence 3 He 
ave to every one of them three 
ich Habilliments, and two Talents 
of Gold,and an excellent Cup of the 
weight of a Talent. Moreover, Fur- 
niture to furniſh a Chamber ; over 
nd above he ſent to Eleazer ten 
Table-bedsor Couches of eaſe, which 
ad the Feet of Silver, and adorned 
with all that was neceſſary to the 
beautifying of them. 
' Further, he ſent him a Preſent of 


thirty Talents of Czlicia, that is to 
ſay, ten Robes, whereof the one was 


of Purple ; and a fair Grown of an 


hundred 
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hundred Tunicks of Creſpe, of Viols, If 
of Baſins, and two Cups of Gold for 
the Sacrifices. After, he intreated} 
Eleazer, that when any of the ſaid 
Doors ſhould deſire rather to ref 
turn to him, then to remain in Hie-ff 
ruſalem , that he would not hindef} 
them by any means,for he proteſtedþ 
he made great eſteem of wiſe Men 
Company 3 and that he would ſpar} 
for nothing to draw them to him 
In which he ſhould beſt employ hi 
Riches, to all imaginable Content 
and Profit, and not, as ſome Prodi- 
gal Princes do, in vain Trifles that} 
profit nothing. 
Behold here, my Philocrates, the|: 
Preſent which I promiſed you ; in|; 
which I hope, you will take morch, 
Pleafure, than in reading vain, fabu-h, 
lous Narrations, being that you uſeſ 
to whet and ſharpen your Under-}; 
ſtanding in the Contemplation off 
the moſt great and Noble Actions :| 
In which you have imployed muchj 
time, which hath given me occalion| 
now! 
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mow to write you things worthy 
- {and excellent, and the beſt that I 
1 | ould chuſe, becauſe that betwixt us 
;40Þ would kindle a kind Contention 
nd Emulation of amiable Vertue, 
-,[yor the delire to haveanintelligence 
1-( Pf things more worthy to be obſer- 
| ed, and which are the moſt excel- 
zent. | 


ls, 


ens 
are} 


enth| The end of ARISTEUS 
} his Hiſtory. 


The Hiſtory 


o 
/ 
— 


Proofs concerning this 
Hiſtory. 


OW follow ſundry .Opmonſy 
of divers Authors, Ancient and 
Modern, concerning this Buſine; 
and Tranſlation of the Law of Ms. 
ſes. And firſt, an Extra from thi 
fourth Chapter of the fifth part 0 
the ſeveral Colletions .of Pretr 
Meſſze, in whichthere fell (faith he 
an admirable and miraculous harſh 
viz, How the 72 Interpreters beiny 
put ſeverally into, ſeveral Cells, b 
the Commwiſhon of the King, with 
out poſiible means to hows. oÞ thid!, 
one with the other. and that afte 
they had made, ſo ſeparated, ever: 
ane hisTradution,and being broughſF*1 
all together before the King witlſÞe 
all their TraduQtions ,  neverthelen1 
were all found ſo conformable, thaÞ | 
thert 


| 

| 
[ 
e 
0 
] 
b 
c 
( 


— the one than 1n the other : which 
tould not be without the eſpecial 
Grace and Operation of the Holy. 


onf82dria, the very Books written by 


, 
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there was not one ſyllable more in 


hoſt 3 as ſaith Saint Augaſtine, 


Irenens, and Tertullian, who ſaith, he 


ad ſeen 1n his Time, and in Alex- 


e Hands of the ſeventy two Tran- 
ators, which were in Hebrew and in 
reck. As much alſo ſaith Juſtin the 
biloſopher, in the Book of his 4d- 
ertiſements, that he made to the 
agans and Gentiles: where heſaith, 
at King Ptolomens made to be built, 
71thout the City of Alexandria, ſe- 


genty two Halls, to lodg ſeverally 


eſeventy two Traductors.and there 
rovided very honourably for them 


J!. of all that to them was neceſla- 


: In the which place, the ſaid 
ranſlators remained, without one 


Feing the other, untill that ſuch 
tÞeir Tranſlations were perfealy 


iſhed. And he affirmeth alſo, 


© have ſeen then the Ruins and old 
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Walls of theſe Buildings, which wer 
kept as Reliques and things Sacred, 

And although Saint Hzerom ani 
Ruffinus agree not 1n the number « 
the ſaid Chambers, the matter 1s nc 
great. Seeing that according to Sain 
Anguſtin, and many other Authonf 
every Tranſlator made his Tranſl 
tion apart, without conference wit 
the other, yet all the TraduCtion 
were found conform. 

And truly, however, when it! 
duely conſidered, it appears a gre 
Myſtery,and may be held for a gre 
Miracle of this Conformity of Sty 
and of Order, to Tranſlate a thin 
{o long and ſo diverſe, although 
the Tranſlators had been togethe 
and that they had begun this Wo 
at this time. 

For we ſee that it isenongh for ty 
men to accord in one only poinf 
when they are to mix ſomething tc 
gether, 

After the Tranſlation was finiſf* 
ed, the Jews that remained in Eg" 

a 
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i nd which had been verſed in their 
d (Law, recommended to: the King this 
anW7oly Vriting 5 wherewith the King 
r o$vas right well * content. And for 
na&ertain, according to Joſephus, and 
aint©-#/cbius, King Ptolomy was aſto- 
orfÞiſhed at the Holy Scriptures, and ra- 
f,Si(bingly taken with their Myſteries: 
vii bat he demanded of Demetrins 
io Palerins ( who had the charge of 
1s Library) ſaying, How comes it 
it Wiat Lycurgus,Solon, and other Law- 
reW1'vers, are ſo ſilent of the Law of 
a c Jews E 
—ty To whom Demetrius anſwered, 
:n WJ ing, ( Sir) I his Law, as you may 
thciently ſee, comes from God, ſo 
ar no Law-giver durſt be fo har- 
y to touch it, or take from it any 
rat: For even Theopompus was 
rucken by the Divine Hand with 
erturbation of his Senſe, and with 
g tt Cardiack Paſſion, for having a will 
d mix the Holy Hiſtory of the He- 
niſfews, by his Inriching 1t with elo- 
7g ent Words,and rhetorical Colours. 
4 I:3. But 
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Walls of theſe Buildings, which wer: 
kept as Reliques and things Sacred, 

And although Saint Hieroze an 
Ruffinus agree not in the number 
the ſaid Chambers, the watter 1s nc 
great. Seeing that according to Saif 
Auguſtin, and many other Author 
every Tranſlator made his Tranſl 
tion apart, without conference wit 
the other, yet all the Tradudtion 
were found conform. 

And truly, however, when it 
duely conſidered, it appears a gre 
Myſtery,and may be held for a gre 
Miracle of this Conformity of Sty 
and of Order, to Tranſlate a thin 
{o long and ſo diverſe, although 
the Tranſlators had been togethe 
and that they had begun this Wo 
at this time. 

For we ſee that it isenongh for ty 
men to accord in one only poinf 
when they are to mix ſomething tc 
gether. 

After the Tranſlation was finiſlf 
ed, the Jews that remained in Egy] 

a 
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er$nd which had been verſed'in their 
4 Law, recommended to: the King this 
Holy Writing ; wherewith the King 
Was right well * content. And for 
ertain, according to Joſephus, and 
aint-»/cbins, King Ptolomy was aſto- 
onfiÞiſhed at the Holy Scriptures, and ra- 
of,gi{hingly taken with their Myſteries: 
il bat he demanded of Demetrins 
halerins ( who had the charge of 
1s Library) ſaying, How comes it 
Miat Lycurens,Solor, and other Law- 
vers, are ſo ſilent of the Law of 

e Jews £ 
To whom Demetrius anſwered, 
zying, ( Sir ) This Law, as you may 
thciently ſee, comes from God, ſo 
ar no Law-giver durſt be fo har- 
y to touch it, or take from it any 
rat: For even Theopompus was 
rucken by the Divine Hand with 
oinf}<rturbation of his Senſe, and with 
g tt Cardiack Paſſion, for having a will 
d mix the Holy Hiſtory of the He- 
;nif/ews, by his Inriching 1t with elo- 
Eg oj ocnt Words,and rhetorical Colours, 
4 I:3. But 
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But after returning to God, ar 
commending himſelt to his Mercy, 
was revealed to himina Dream, t 
his Diſaſter came upon him for ſo; 
tempting to embelliſh, and ( as 


$ 


thought ) to enrich the Sincerityſ 
the Holy Scriptures with dreſt Wo 


and trim'd Phraſes, and to comm 
nicate it ſo to the Pagans and [I 
dels. 

It comes alſo into my thought 
how T heodorns, a Tragick Poet,\i 
denly loſt his ſight, for baving tal 
one only paſſage of Holy Writ 
Argument of his Tragedy : but 
penting him of the ſame, and doi 
Penance for his Forfeit, he rec 


yered his ſight as before. 


Ttherto are the Words of [ 
tro Meſſie, by the which 
may ſee the Diverlity of Opini 


that is amongſt Authors, concerniſÞ. 


this Tranſlation of the Law of 
ſes. For my ſelf, it ſeemeth tor 


that Ariſteus, which was always 
{ 


9 dl 
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ent, and that had” conduced to the 
iffair in part, meriteth that one db 

Shim the Honour to give belief to his 

iſtory , although ſome Doctors 
herein vary. 


! ſhort Diſcourſe of the Antiquity and 
Dignity of the Sacred Books, and 
Excellency of their inſpired Wri- 
ter, the Prophet Moſes. 


By the Engliſh Tranſlator. 


A: $ the true God is the ancient of 

| Dayes and Times ; o it pleaſcd 
im that his perpetual Hiſtory.contained 

1 Holy Scriptures, (ſhould excell in Anti- 
ity of Time, all other Hiſtories and 

. MV ritings of the World that can be 
Wund ; the Writings of the Pagans,and 
ations, being all under theſe, and long 
er, and that only of Moſes,the Sub- 

& of this former Hiſtory, contains the 


ccount of years juſtly from the Creation 
I4 and 
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and beginning ofthe World, even untlf 
the coming of the promiſed Redeemer, 
A reckoning (I fay ) ſo juſt and certain, 


that there is no ſuch to be found. 

For to come to the Time wherein the 
Prophet of God, Moſes, the firſt Writaff 
of Holy Writ, began to write manitelt| 
ly under the Lord of Heaven and Earth 
we may gather, and without prejudice 
of all that then could be done ; as by 
Paſſage, amongſt many other places, wh 
read of inthe ſeyenteenth Chapter of tizh 
Book of Exodus, where it is ſaid, Gl 
Commanded him to write ; and that in thy 
ſame year the People of 1/rael iſſued oufh 
of Egypt, which was from the Creation 
of the World 251 3 Upon which wit 
may advertiſe our felyes, that the yeah 
are calculated according to Verity of thi 
fatd Scriptures, by the faichful Servant. 
of God, which haye happily travyelleq 
therein. ; 

And therefore we need not reſt upo: 
the Calculation of Hiſtories, Annals,and 
humane Chronicles, or other Writer 
that have not intirely followed Holf. 
Scriptures, who are diſcordant among 
themſelves, and many times dire&ly of 
polite to one anothers, times. | 


There 
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Therefore, if we diligently ſearch all 
noAntiquitics and Writings of men of all 
712'ENations, that have any appearance of 
AlWertain time, wherein thoſe Writings were 
ade, and after conter thoſe times with 
theWhe things recired and inregiſtred by the 
OUHoly Prophet Mo/es,and the time where- 
tel:F&n he writ them ; we ſhall ſee maniteltly 
uſFhe Excellency and Antiquity that he 1s 
ItForein above all men : For the Fables 
D) ſnd Diſguiſements of prophane Poets, 
» WEGreeks and Latines, which all came a 
Lit Jong time after Moſes : Amongſt them 
Gull | lay ) we ſhall ſee no other but mani- 
fit Dreams, Lyes; and amongſt other 
| git hings notable, ſome Corruptions of 
The Sacred Scriptures, long before Writ- 
| Vien, of which, they having heard ſome 
Calnckling, and received it as from hand 
uo hand, or drawn itfrom his Writings, 
air heard it recounted bv the Fathcr ro 
elleq he Son, and they from tic: -\:iceſtors, 
Iyhich were the Children ai: Succefors 
IPD the three Sons of Noah, wie was the 
ANWccond Father of kumar ind, and re- 
1Morer of the Nations of all the \V orld, 
loffall ifluing from his Volterity, atccr the 
ne univerſal Flood. 
/ OF His three Sons, (as Holy Seripture 
Jbatt acquainted us with, ) where Shem, 
: I5 Ham, 


ICI 


{ 
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Ham, and Japhet, of whom are deſcen} 
ded all the Earth : And this before ſpoÞ 
ken, is caſily and ſufficiently diſcovereiſh 
in the Writings of the ſaid Pagans, by 
the proper Names of the faid Childref 
of-Noah, and of. their Succeflors, whiclf 
of long time before theſe Writings anc 
prophane Hiſtories, had been named b 
Moſes. 

For the Pagans teſtifie, that the Peo{! 
_ made of theſe Ancient Fathers} 
dols, and Gods: As of Faphet, Japetus 
they drew Javan, Fanw, and Ion ; = 
becauſe they were Names held in thi 
Hebrew Letters, or yalue of them ; theyfs 
accommodated them. ra their Tongug? 
and Letters, and to make them more 
calie and glib in their accuſtomed Pro4J; 
nunclation, came near, but with alce4$1 
Tation. | 
And it we will go more high, and? 
weigh the old Times of the firſt Age! 
which preceeded the Hood, as we hay! 
it from-that only Hiſtory of Moſes in the! 
Holy Bible: We ſhall eaſily perceive 
that the Pagan Poets and- Writers have! 
received, cven the Ancient Names, and} 
mingled them amongſt their Fables and 
Dreams, and dtawn them from the Ho-It 
ly Scriptures, Dog I; 
| And 


9» 
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cen} 
ſpofthcirfalſe God, Yalcan, is not very hard 


eredfko unmask, that he was a mortal Man, 


, byfand one of the Sons of the other Lamech, 
drenffthe prime Bigamiſt and corrupter of 
hick{Marriage ; who deſcended of that ac- 
andicurſed Race of Cain: And this appears 
d by $by the faculty of this YValcan, which was 

a Smith or forger of Armour : And Mo- 
Peof i/es declares him ſo,and by his Name too, 
1ersÞffor he is by him called Thu-valcain ; and 
tus fevery one any _ S$kiltd in the He- 
_— knows, that it they leave the firſt 
 thÞyLetter, which is ſervile, and put to forrs 
heytkhe Name, according to the manner of 


pug Khe Hebrews, it will appear mere Valcain; 


20rd Yor their Letter Beth, B. havingnot a prick 
ro4fin him, 1s pronounced as: our » Conſo- 
Ice43nant. 


3 Andfor the name of YVulcain's Wite, 


andJby Moſes calld Nehama, which ſignifi- 
\gcgeth Fair in-their Language, or, as ſpeak 


ayeIthe Latines,Yenuſta : tis a plain courle to - 


theddiſcover vain Beauty, or their ſo much 
iveIcelebrated, unchaſt, and wanton Venus. 
avclJA goodly Race and fair Family, of that 
ndJaccurſed murtherer, Cazn. 

nds And here may we ſee ſome of the pro- 
lIo-Aper Gods and Idols of the poor Pagans, 


; 


179 
And ſo'ir ſhall appear plainly, that 


Jamongſt that. 4nthillof luch and other ill. 
nd? ſtoln - 
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ſtoln Names, unhandſomely fetch'd from 
the Holy Scriptures,with and by the ſub-Þ? 
tilty of rhe Deyilzto the end that a wicked} 
Troop of execrable Gyants, violent op-F 
preſſors of men, Thieyes, and Adulte-ſ/ 
rous deſpcrates, ſhaken off, and damned 
by the Word of God, of whom theÞ 
firſt Apoſtate and Lyer, Sathan, made} 
his counterfeit Gods and Idols; the old} 
Serpent, expert and knowing in all ma-þ 
lice, that there was no better way for 
him to muffie and blind humane Judge-F 
ment from the knowledge of the trueÞ 
God, at firſt ingrayen in the Souls of 
men, bur by this counterfcir deyice with 
Poſterity. 

Bur to paſs farther in our begun pur-P 
pole, touching the fabulous Writings of}? 
the Pagan Pocts, we ſhall find,that their 
Diſcourſe, in the beſt we can of it, is but 
Corruptions of the Truth, in the Holy 
Scriptures of God, or things therein rc- 
vealed;turn'd by them into Dreams, and 
prophane Narrations : As we may ſce,in| 


that they writ of the Creation 


_ ber of the World, and Govern- 
6. Aneid,  mentoftheſame,oftheDivine 
Virgil Eglog. vertue that ſuſtains and inte- 
4 5+ riourly nourifheth all things ; 


of the Conſumption of Heayen and 
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Earth with Fire at the laſt Day, and alſo 


ofthe Reſtorationof the World,and of all 


things in ſuch good order,for all ſo ma- 
ny Confuſions proceeding from Sin. All 
which things they might obtain, and by 
ſome dark means draw from the Books: 
of Ho)y Scripture and Sacred Prophets, 
tranſlated out of Hebrew into other Lan- 
guages, or underſtand ſomething by 
means of the diſperſion of the 
People of Iſrael, ſpread through ac gg 
all the Provincesof the Roman *'® 
Empire,. and through all the Quarters 
of the World. For the Jews had for the 
moſt part leaye in all Places to hold their 
Synagogues, and to have publick Le- 
Etures of their Law and Pro- ; 
phets : When theſe Poets, 4%: 18. 20, 
flatterers of men, turn'd all that, ſpoken 
of the Perſon of Chriſt, the promiſed 
Redeemer,and that then was . . _ 
expected ; falſely to: apply 775% Encie, 
them by flattery to their Princes, falſe 
Gods and Idols. 

But let us leave all thoſe Juglers and 


| Lyers, that dutrſt be ſo prophanely bold 


to corrupt the pure Verity of God's 
Word, and ſpeak we of the Gentiles 
Writings, how long they came after 
Moſes, and Writ ſince he: and that won 
they 
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they have given Teſtimony to him and 
his Divine Writings, which may at leaſt 
ſuffice ro convince all- ContradiQors, 
that Moſes was: in Nature, and before 
them all. We underſtand, that his rec- 
koning is a perpetual following all the 
years ſince the Creation of the World, 
even unto his time, as it 1s caſic to ga- 
ther by his Books, and his account of 
the Years, and Lives of the fart Fathers, 
from Adam, unto the Patriarch Abraham, 
and after,from his Succeſlors, as from Fa- 
ther to Son, to wit, Iſaac , Facob, Levi, 
Caath, Amram, and then Aaron, and 
Moſes himſelf, Children of the ſaid 4m- 
ram : And that he had expreſs charge to 
Write to the very laſt, the year lince 
the Creation of the World, 2513. and 
of his Life the 80. Year, and hath conti- 
nucd his Holy Stories, even to the year 
of his Death, and of the World, 2553. 

Now ſince that time, God hath al- 
ways ſo provided for the adyancement 
of his Glory, and the edification of his 
Church, that the perperual Hiſtory of 
her, and the certain account of the years 
of the World, hath been continued and 
Rill put in Writing by his Prophets: 

As itisto be ſeen 1n the Holy Books 
that treatofand containithe Goyernmen : 
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of ' Foſhua, and the Judges : then to Sa- 
muel, and the Kings of the People, unto . 
- Þ the Tranſmigration into Babylon, and of ' 
[ other Goyernours,which' have ſucceeded 
them, after their return from thence. 
And finally, the Prophet Daniel hath 
; declared the reſt of the time, that is, The 
þ years ſince-the ſaid Deliverance of the 
; <4 and return from Babylon, 
by the means of 'Cyrus, King of 
Perſia, even to-the Death and Reſurretti- 
, on-of Chriſt the Redeemer, promiſed to the 
Holy Fathers, which is our Lord Jeſus, the 
; eternal Son of God, true God, and true 
Man ; who appeared living after his Death 
| and Reſurrettion to more than 
| five hundred faithful Witneſſes __ Wy 
| at one time, beſides his other "050 
manifeſtations, and mounted viſibly into 
Heaven in the year of the World, =: 
Now if we will learch all the Hiſtories 
of all the Nationsof the World,ot whom 
the Writings are arrived to our Age, the 
moſt Ancient time of which they make 
mention ſhall be of their antient Deſtru- 
Qtion of Troy by the Greeks. The Hiſtory 
whereot hath been written by Dif#i of 
the Iſle of Creer, which is the beſt Teſti- 
mony they have for -the preſent; and 
ſtace, by Homer and many.others. FR 
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ans, began his Books ; now the ſame,ac- 
cording with the common Judgment 
and-Calculation of knowing men, comes 
only to be about 35S years before the 
building of Rome; the ſame time then 
falls to: be in the ftxteenth year of the 

Government of Elon, Judge of 
Judges 12. the People of Iſrael, mention- 


ed in the Book of Judges. And the ſame |. 


was 316 years before the firſt O/ympiade, 
thereckoning of the Annalsof the Greeks: 
So then the ſaid Deſtruftion of Troy falls 
to be only under the year of the World 
2838. VVhen therefore we ſhall give 


conſent,that their Writngs,the moſt cer- | 


tain, whoſe Narrations we may beſt give 
Credit unto: Yet the Prophet Moſes 
ſhall be found much more Ancient then 
all the Writers of the World, what Na- 
tion ſoeyer, though they are in great 
number, and of whom- we ſee yet the 
old Books in theſe laſt times in their 
proper Tongues. 

And that he hath put his hand tothe 
Pen, and began to write his Divine Re- 
velations ot the Creation and Condn& 
of the World cyen to his time, and his 
facred Hiſtory and Propheſics touching 


And from this DeſtruQion, Diodorus ; 
Siculus, renowned amongſt the Hiſtori- Þ 
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the Church of God ſhall ar leaſt be 325 


years before all other Writers, of whom 
there is any mention or news in the 
World ; that is to ſay, in the year of 
the World 2513. 

W hereupon we note.,even to this pre- 
ſent, againſt all thoſe prophane Mockers 
that have diſgorged that enormous Blaſ- 
phemy amongſt others, that the World 


| 1scternal and of it ſelf : which it it were, 


Fn lo dSulieoica ; __ 


4 4m Or we 


+ ſoas they dream, and that it had ns 


fuch beginning as is written by Moſes, 
they might find then by all, and in all 
Languages, many Hiſtories. of infinite 
times, and many. Chronicles of many 
Ages, and of old times that haye pre- 
ceded Mzfes in the account of years. 

But we ſee that there is no fuch, and 
that the holy Bible is found even in the 
middle amongſt all forts of Enemies that 


| ſtrive to deſtroy, loſe, aboliſh, burn, 


! and extermine from the World the 


Books of it, and for all therero they 
had ſo long time, yet nevertheleſs they 
never could, nor ever ſhall. For we ſee 
the ſaid Bible yet, in his proper Writing 
and Language, and ot all others of what 
Nation ſ{oeyer, the moſt celebrated and 
renowned : and it they could find any 
Hiſtory, which had been written before: 
Moſes. 
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Moſes was born into the World,yet ſhail 
it contain their Time and Compoſition, 
with more years and ages, as We can gas. . 
ther from the holy Scriptures, even to 
this preſent year 1633, ſince the Nativi- 
ty of Chriſt. 

The which account of times paſt 
irom the Creation unto this preſent year, 
ſhall come to amount to 5563 years, but 
{uch Hiftories neither can be found, nor 
evcr were. 

— But for My/es, and his faithful Wri- 
tings,even prophane Authors and Hiſto- 
ries of the Gentiles themſelves, have been, 
even as it were, diyinely conſtrained to 
bear Teſtimony, maugre their Calum- 
nies, Lyes, Dreams, and: Diſguilings; 
through and by the invincible force of 
Truth. And fo they have {ſerved for 
Certificates to all Nations of the vene- 
rable and welt known Antiquity of him 
and his Holy Writs. 

For ſome of them have no- 
FR red, and writ thus, ( as a thing 

* notorious of their times } to wit, 
That in the: Eaft parts, and of Syria it 
ſelf, there hadbeen an Abraham, an T/- 
rael, and even a Joſeph, who,lay they, 
was a Son of the ſaid 1/rae/, ſold by his 
Brethren, and led into Egypr. 

Then 
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Then how he was received into the 
Court, and held very dearly with the 
King, to whom he foretgld the grievous 
and great Famin ; {o as without tne Di- 
vine Counſel by him given, ( whereup- 
on the admoniſhed King gathered up 
and made Reſervation of Corn betore 
the time of the ſaid Famin, ) Egypt had 
periihed. 

And finally, how his Succeſſor Moſes, 
and all his People iflued out of Egypt, 
came to Mount Sinai, how they conſe- 
crated the Seventh day for their Sab- 
both, -or reſting day : But I will leave 
this Diſcourſe,though diverſified from a 
ſpark of Truth, that theſe Hiſtorians 
have mixed with their own Devices, as 
prophane; and in which tHey were poot- 
ly advertiſed and deceived, by the ſub- 
tilty of Satan, as we may well know by 
reing their Writings with the Holy 

ible. 

And be it that theſe Scoffers of God 
and his Holy Word, dare be fo bold to 
ſay and affirm, that Moſes, and his, 
have (uppreſ{cd and aboliſhed all Prece- 
dent Hiſtories, making their Writings 
to be before all others, thereby to Au- 
thorize them the better ; yct we will 
leaye thoſe their Calumnics to the Judg- 
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38 Dignity and Antiquity 
ment of any of ſound Senſe and Under- FF 
ſtanding : It that could be, or can have Þ 
any place or ſhadow of belict amonglt 
men of {ound Judgment or realonable 
Diſcourſe : For if they will put info ma- 
ture Conſideration, the ſmall means and F 


contemptible Quality in the World of | 


theſe poor Iſraelites, but Shepherds and 
preeders of Cattel ; and, which is worle, 
People expoſed to the Oppreſhons and 
hard: Servitude under their puiſlant Enc- 
mies, and cyil diſpoſed Neighbours. 
Then who ſhall make compariſon of 
them with great Kings and People of the 
Earth, Babylonians, Fgyptians, Syrians, 
Romans, and other Potentates, who with | 
all their Authority, their EdiQts, Forces, | 
and Armies, had never power to}: 
aboliſh the Holy Books, written fim- | 
ply by our poor Shepheards ; when they |: 
could not conſerye their Royal Libra- |! 
ries, favoured of all the World ! 'Tru- | 
ly, this may well put to the bluſh theſe Þ 
wiſclings, that ſhew themſelves fools in Þ 
lo ſpeaking, and diſcourſing without Þ 
Diſcourſe, and will Judge of things Þ 
withour inquiry. 


Now |! 


W 


] and the ſingular gift of Prophecy, an 
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Now for the Integrity of Moſes, for us 


- Chriſtians, we are ſufficiently 


cleared and {atisfied by the Au- Praiſe of 
thority of the Holy Spirit of 

God, who hath given excellent Icſti- 
mony by all the Scriptures, both in the 


' Oldand New Teſtament, of his Origi- 


nal and Lineage, being deſcended from 
the latter Levi, Nephew of the Holy 
Patriarch Abraham : Alſo of his miracu- 
lous Conſervation and Deliyerance from 
Death and Waters ; from whence he 
was drawn forth, and then had that 
name of Moſes in their Language. 
Then his Royal Education and Bree- 
ding, his Love to his afflifted People, 


' and his Magnanimity to deſpife humane 
; Greatnels, in preferring the juſt cauſe and 


ſufferance of Chriſt, the Redeemer then 


| look'd for, before all the Regal Eſtate 
| and great Treaſure of Fgypt. 


Moreover, his ſuffcrance long and 


| bitter, for the defence of Right and E- 
| quity, and for the Deliverance of the 
poor afflited: His Divine calling to the 
Charge and Government of his People, 
: his Patience, Gentlene(s, and Perſeye- 
| rance-with ſuch Faithfulneſs, in the dit- 


ficult Execution of this weighty Charge 


of 


—_ 


I90 Dignity and Antiquity 


of his Divine Miracles fo ſtrange and fu* 
pernatural, that they have been admi- 
red and celebrated of all the whole 
World. 

Bur there is -one point above all, ve- 
ry Remarkable, and which is more than 
{ufficient to overcome humane Reaſon, 
and to ſhew the Integrity of Moſes; which 
is, that if he had would, he might eaſ1- 
ly, and according to the manner of men, 
have had t!* Menarchy and Domination | 
for hisChildren,and their Poſterity,upon | 
all the People of Iſrae! : And with the 
ſame, the two fertile Kingdoms, redu- |, 
ced under his hand, and Conquered be- | 
yond Jordan. Nevertheleſs, he left his |, 
Sons, Gerſom and Eliezer, and their Po- |} 
ſterity, private men, and of moſt ſimple | 
Eſtate, amongſt the other Levites. And 
the ſame Children remaining ſubje& to 
the Sacrificers, Succeiſors of 4aron,and to 
the Magiſtrates and Governouts of I} | 
rael. 

More, that he hath himſelf written 
and inregiſtred his own proper Faults ; | 
and yet more notable,thoſe of his Houſe; 
as of his Brother, Siſter, ahd Nephews, 
and the raoſt remarkable Judgments of 
God's Chaſtiſements and Puniſhments of | 
them all. pc: 

of | 
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. Of-which things, all his People were 
- | Wirtnefles, in number more than fix 
e | hundred thouſand Perſons: And it they 

could have contraried him for any falſ1- 
>- Þ ty, either for the preſent, or times to 
n Þ| come : If he had been, I fay, ſuch as 
n, Þ they could have found any brack in his 
:h Þ Aﬀions, or in his Writings, or talſeneſs 
1- Fin either his Perſon, or any of his, in 
n, Þ his Life, and his Miracles, in his Wri- 
5Nn | tings or End. But on the contrary,all the 
2n | Hebrews and Jews, which have been 
he | fince that time, and are now near JZo09 
lu- þyears ſince; and that are diſperſed 
xe- Ithrough all the VVorld, who are in ſo 
bis |great a number, that if they were re-u- 


o- Inited into a body of People, and into a 
ple State, their multitude ſhovld be innume- 
nd fable, and might aſtoniſh the greateſt 


ation of the whole Univerſe. 

All thoſe, I ſay, have received from 
heir Ancient Fathers, from their Kings 
nd Princes, and their Sacrificators and 


ten Anceſtors, from Father to Son, and from 
Its 3 hand to hand, and with an admirable 
uſe; |Conſent, even in the middle of ſo many 


ontuſtons and Diſhpations, have kepr, 
and yet keep always in their Bibles, the 
Holy VVritings of Moſes, in their pro- 
pcr Letters, and Hebrew Tongue, as 


My 


Ee” - 


A—_— ——— 
— = — —— 


DT aw Agr ger — Se - 
_— " n 


192 Dignity and Antiquity, &c. 


Books moſt True and Veritable, Sacred 
and Divine : And ſuch ſo known and 
acknowledged in all Nations, with the 
excellent Teſtimony, Authority and 
Holineſs of them : that Chriſt himſelf 
hath ſpoken of them, and the Prophets 
and Apoſtles alſo in their V Vritings 


and Alleagtions; I, and the moſt Anci- 


ent Pagans and Strangers, cannot (with 
ſound Senſe) bur acknowledge them. 
And fo, Reader, although I have beenþ 
( as | formerly faid ) ſomething prolix,| 
yet the Excellency. of the SubjeCt, forc'd} 
and bound me to be. ſo tedious herein,} 
co ſhew, as an illuſtrious Addition, the 
worthineſs of the Books and Divine 
Writings, as their Antiquity, Dignity,} 
as alſo the Excellency of their humane 
VVriter, from the Diftate of the moſt 
High-: And being the matter whereof 
we have tormerly treated, I held it 
not impertinent, though I have deal: 
too weakly in ſo worthy a Buſineſs, but 
refer the reſt and ir, to your charitable! 
Cernſure. | 


FINIS. 


